
Old Testament Literature
Session 3 - Job Part 2 - Dr. Chris Miller
Special focus on the believer’s motives and mindset on serving God.

Supernatural background & the reason for the trials:
God and Satan are having a discussion on why Job serves God. Satan argues that it’s
a business contract (not a personal relationship), you pay him and he pays you back.
God wants to get to the answer of this important question which is the reason for the
trials. Satan is allowed to take everything away and Job responds beautifully. Yet… Job
eventually sins by charging God with wrongdoing. Half the book is the dialogue
between Job and his 3 friends who think God is just and Job must be getting what he
deserves. There’s a flaw in their use of retribution theology… it applies to Israel as a
whole nation not every individual case, as exceptions occur. You can’t look at
someone's outward condition and tell what’s going on in their heart. We know that Job
is upright, blameless, fears God and turns away from evil. When Job says “I didn’t sin”,
it’s true… initially, until Job declares “God has wronged me!”

So… Has Satan won? … not yet. “He will curse you to your face” (Job 1) means Job
would have to turn away and no longer serve God.

Job’s reflections

Job 29 - The Past: Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate
friendship blessed my house, the young men saw me and stepped
aside and the old men rose to their feet; the chief men refrained from
speaking and covered their mouths with their hands;

Job 30 - The Present: And now their sons mock me in song; I have become a byword among
them. They detest me and keep their distant; they do not hesitate to
spit in my face.

Job 31 - Job’s commitment: In all these areas Job is serving God.

Lust: “I made a covenant with my eye not to look lustfully at a girl.
If I have walked into falsehood or my foot has hurried after deceit

He was Just: If I have denied justice to my menservants and maidservants when
they had a grievance against me,

Merciful: If I have denied the desired of the poor or let the eyes of widow grow
weary,

Loyal to God: If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, “you are my
security.

Hospitable: but no stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my door was
always open to the traveler” (important Middle Eastern value)

Handled the Land Well: “if my land cries out against me and all its furrows are wet
with tears, (Job the land it’s Sabbath rest Genesis 21)
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Sermon on the Mount: Jesus says, “You’ve heard it said… but I say unto you…”
Jesus isn’t taking something easy to do in the 10 Commandments and making it much harder
when it has to do with the heart. Jesus is disagreeing with how the Pharisees understood it.
He’s saying, “This is what the Old Testament Law always required”. This much higher level of
righteousness is embedded in the Old Testament and you see it here with Job.

Job Chapter 32-42 Post-Dialogue

The Speeches of Elihu (friend #4 kept his mouth shut until now), 32-27

1. I can’t say that Job has sinned (contra E, B & Z)
2. I can say that God in NOT wrong (contra Job)

The Interaction between God & Job, 38-42 YHWH speaks

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm.

He said: ‘Who is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge?
Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. (It’s
meant to be confrontational)
“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off it’s dimensions? Surely you know! (sarcasm)
Who stretched a measuring line across it? “Who shut up the sea behind doors
when it burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and
wrapped it in thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in
place, when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your
proud waves halt’?
Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place,
What is the way to the place where the lightning is dispersed, or the place where
the east winds are scattered over the earth?
Does the rain have a father? Who fathers the drops of dew?
“Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood of water?
Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do they report to you, ‘Here we
are’? Job 38

God’s agenda is totally different from ours… He doesn’t answer any questions. YHWH (Judge)
is coming to speak to Job (mortal) but the big question is… WHY?
Job starts to feel the freedom to question God. Job’s view of himself is inflated while his view
of God is deflated. God wants Job to see that he doesn't know everything.

The LORD said to Job:

“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses
God answer him!”  Then Job answered the LORD: “ A am unworthy - how can I
reply to you? I put my handover my mouth. I spoke once, but I have no answer -
twice, but I will say no more.” Job 40

2



The LORD said to Job: (Round #2 because Job didn’t get it)

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: “Brace yourself like a man; I will
question you, and you shall answer me. “Would you discredit my justice? (chapter
19) Would you condemn me to justify yourself? Do you have an arm like God’s
and can your voice thunder like his? Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor,
and clothe yourself in honor and majesty. Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at
all who are proud and bring them low.. (God gives grace to the humble)
“Look at Behemoth, which I made along with you and which feeds on grass like
an ox. “Can you pull in Leviathan with a fishhook or tie down its tongue with a
rope? Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce its jaw with a hook?
Will it keep begging you for mercy? Will it speak to you with gentle words?
If you lay a hand on it, you will remember the struggle and never do it again! Any
hope of subduing it is false; the mere sight of it is overpowering.
No one is fierce enough to rouse it. Who then is able to stand against me?
Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to
me. Job 40

Then Job replied to the LORD:

“I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. You
asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of
things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.
“You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer
me.’ My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. (deeper insight
into who God is) Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes. (not for
sin but for charging God of wrongdoing. Knowing who He is, Job just wants to
serve him. Job doesn’t care what happens to him. Job trusts him and it’s simply
about his relationship with him) Job 42

If I serve God because it’s good for me:

Am I serving Him at all? (the question is about motive)

The effect of both action and non-action for human approval is to push the presence of God
aside as irrelevant and to subject ourselves to the human kingdom. In both avoiding evil and
doing good, our respect should be for God alone. We may think it is okay to avoid evil for fear of
being seen, for in any case we do avoid evil. But that only shows we have no respect for God
and would disobey him but for the opinions of others.

Dallas Willard--- The Divine Conspiracy, p. 200

Here’s how to test your motive: Think of the thing that’s especially tempting for you and ask
yourself… If I could do… X and no one would ever find out about it… would I do it? Your
answer is a good indicator of who you’re serving.

God asks you

1. Will you be blameless and upright?

2. Why? = the message of Job. Having seen who the God of the universe really is… I will
serve him and I don’t care what else happens. He has a plan for my life and I’ll
completely put it in His care = a relationship with God which just won’t quit.
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