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Bible Minor 

Theology: Doctrine of Christ 

Class 01: Person of Christ (Part 1) 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Please take the time and have each person formally introduce themselves. Possibly tell where you 

work, go to school/college, and how long you’ve been going to our church. 

2. Have someone read this important statement from our church leadership concerning this class 

“There will be a lot of information that you will learn over the next several weeks. Some of the 

information will be life-changing because you’ve never heard something taught quite like this before. 

However, there may be other moments in this class when you struggle keeping up or don’t understand 

a concept or teaching. During those moments, please focus on what you understand and not what you 

don’t. Understanding the Scriptures is a lifetime of study, not an instant grasping of every truth. Be 

patient with yourself. Ask God for help when you don’t understand. Most of all, don’t quit learning. 

These classes are meant to provide a greater knowledge of God that leads you to know and love Him 

more.” 

3. This class will address the person and work of Christ. Because of who He is and what He has done, 

we call ourselves Christians. With your group, develop a 2-3 sentence definition of what it means to 

be a Christian (not how to become one, but what it means to be one). You’ll share this with the 

whole class. 

 

Mid-Video Group Project 

Work through the following biblical texts in order and summarize what you can know about the coming 

Messiah from each verse as the OT picture fills out. In other words, what would First Century Jews 

know about the Messiah after reading these texts? 

Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:3; Genesis 49:10; 2 Samuel 7:11-14; Isaiah 53:3-5 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

Have each person in your group communicate one thing they learned from today’s session. 



Theology II: Person of Christ (Part 1)
Session 1 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble
Christology and explaining who Jesus is.

● Christ - Title that means Messiah or Anointed One, the King.
○ Person - who is He?
○ Work - What has He done and is doing?

KEY QUESTIONS

● How does the whole Bible depict the reality of the Messiah?

● How is Jesus fully God and fully man, and yet one person? (Hypostatic union)

● What are the various heresies associated with the person of Christ?

● What does the world think about Jesus? Who would they say that he is?

(Good Teacher. Prophet. Myth. Perfect example. Religious leader. Fraud)

CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

We believe that the Son, eternally begotten by the Father, through the Spirit was also born of

the virgin, Mary. Therefore, Jesus, the Son, is both fully God and fully human. As the Word

made flesh, the Son is the perfect mediator between God and humanity. (See verses pg 7-9)

and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met
with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first
called Christians. Acts 11:26 (followers of the way)

INTRODUCTION

● This is the doctrine that gives our religion its name. We are Christians. (Christ centered,
Gospel centered) The heart of our faith is Jesus Christ. He is the most crucial and
distinctive doctrine of Chiritianinty. Above all, it is Christ that must be at the center of
our theology and proclamation.

Eternally Begotten? Come into existence with no beginning to existence. John 3:16…
he gave his only “begotten Son”… translations now say “his one and only Son”.  Not a
temporal reality but more relational in nature. monogenés: only begotten

● We will follow the traditional division of theology and treat this doctrine in two sections:
the person of Christ and the work of Christ.

○ But in truth, the two cannot be so neatly separated. The disciples and Christians
today come to know who Christ is through what He does and He is able to do
what He does because of who He is.
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BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF THE PERSON OF CHRIST

● Break up into groups of 4-5, appoint a spokesperson for the group and work through the
following biblical texts in order, and summarize what you can know about the coming
Messiah from each verse as the OT picture fills out. (What would First Century Jews
know about the Messiah after reading these texts?)

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and

her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Gen 3:15

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in

you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Gen 12:3

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his

feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the

peoples. Gen 49:10

from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you

rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will

make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body,

and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will

establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall

be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of

men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 2 Sam 7:11-14

He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he

shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. As many were astonished at

you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form

beyond that of the children of mankind— so shall he sprinkle[b] many nations.

Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which has not been told

them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. Who has

believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been

revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant,  and like a root out of dry

ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty

that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of

sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and

carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are

healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his

own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed,
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and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the

slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his

mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his

generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the

wicked and with a rich man in his death although he had done no violence, and

there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he

has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his

offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall

the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous,and he

shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and

he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death

and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many,and

makes intercession for the transgressors.

OT Picture of Messiah

Need for Messiah - rebellion just happened Gen 3:16
Blessing - the “seed”
Ruler - Gen 49
Adam, Abraham… Judah
Powerful, defeat of serpent (satan Rev 12 “this dragon is the ancient serpent”)
“The” Son of God
Exalted, oppressed, substitute (bruised for our transgression, our iniquities, bore the
wrath)
Comeback (resurrection)

● Now, do the same with these New Testament verses: John 1:1-14; 8:58; Romans 1:3-4;
10:9; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrew 1:1-4, Revelation 1:1-20.

● Once you’ve worked through each verse, put them all together and write in a very rich
paragraph, what the typical Christian of the first century believed about Jesus.

“We may summarize the biblical teaching about the person of Christ as follows: Jesus
Christ was fully God and fully man in one person, and will be so forever” Grudem, Bible
Doctrine, pg 229.

The Word Became Flesh In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him (creator) , and without him was not any thing made that was
made. In him was life, (the Son - Jesus) and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
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The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
(incarnation) and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. John 1:1-14

Incarnation: enfleshment - the taking on of flesh.

The Truth Will Set You Free So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” I speak of what I have seen with my Father,
and you do what you have heard from your father.”

You Are of Your Father the Devil They answered him, “Abraham is our father.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing the
works Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the
truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did.

Before Abraham Was, I Am The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in
saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do
not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek
my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. Truly, truly, I say to
you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to him,
“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet
you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater
than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make
yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ Your father
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the
Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” (Rom

8:58) So they picked up stones to throw at him, (blasphemy… claimed to be the
Messiah, God Himself - “God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” Exodus 3 -
burning bush) but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. John 8:31-32,
38-40, 48-59

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh

(human) and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit

of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, (King -
Sovereign over all) Rom 1:3-4
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because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Salvation is faith in

The resurrected Lord) Rom 10:9

The Preeminence of Christ He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all

creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were

created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things

hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all

the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself

all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Col 1:15-20

The Supremacy of God's Son Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God (made visible to the
world by Jesus) and the exact imprint of his nature (exact), and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. (my existence is dependence on Jesus’
sustaining work) After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
(authority) of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. Heb 1:1-4

Prologue The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his
angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads
aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep
what is written in it, for the time is near.

Greeting to the Seven Churches John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom,
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.
Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Vision of the Son of Man I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and
the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the
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Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying,
“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and
to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia
and to Laodicea.” Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands was
one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his
chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were
like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and
his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars,
from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he
laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the
living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death
and Hades. Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and
those that are to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven stars that
you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches. Rev 1:1-20

● Now, do the same with these New Testament verses: John 1:1-14; 8:58; Romans 1:3-4;
10:9; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrew 1:1-4, Revelation 1:1-20.

● Once you’ve worked through each verse, put them all together and write in a very rich
paragraph, what the typical Christian of the first century believed about Jesus.

“We may summarize the biblical teaching about the person of Christ as follows:
Jesus Christ was fully God and fully man in one person, and will be so forever”
Grudem, Bible Doctrine, 229.

INTRODUCTION

● To begin this section on the person of Christ, we want to focus on seven particular items
seen in Scripture:

○ He was prophesied

○ He was born

○ He lived

○ He died

○ He rose

○ He ascended

○ He will return.
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CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT SCRIPTURES

“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of old. Ages ago
I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. When there were no depths I
was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the
mountains had been shaped,  before the hills, I was brought forth, before he had made
the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world. When he established the
heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm
the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the
sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out
the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was
daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and
delighting in the children of man. Prov 8:22-31

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

The Birth of Jesus Christ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,and they shall call his name
Immanuel (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. Matt 1:18-25

Birth of Jesus Foretold In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God. Luke 1:26-35

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me,
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because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace.For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side,he has made him
known. John 1:14-18

And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on
the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am
working.”
Jesus Is Equal with God
This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal
with God.
The Authority of the Son
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the
Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is
doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. For as
the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.
For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor
the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from
death to life.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for
an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment. John 5:16-29

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[b] being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil 2:6-11

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper
time. 1 Tim 2:5-6
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The Supremacy of God's Son

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today
I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,“Let all God's angels
worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds (spirits), and his
ministers a flame of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and
ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the
oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the
earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but
you remain;  they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a
garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.”
And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve
for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? Heb 1:1-14
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Bible Minor 

Theology: Doctrine of Christ 

Class 02: Person of Christ (Part 2) 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Using only one word, have each person in your group describe who Jesus is to them. 

2. Work with your group to develop a 2-3 sentence, all-inclusive description of who Jesus is. Try to 

incorporate an overall description rather than specific characteristics. 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. What does it mean that Jesus was prophesied? Name two, of the many, prophecies in the Old 

Testament. 

2. Take some time to read and explain the prophecies in Genesis 3:14-15 and Genesis 12:1-3 and how 

they point to Jesus. 

3. Why is the virgin birth an important doctrine to hang onto?  



Theology II: Person of Christ (Part 2)
Session 2 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble

Christology and explaining who Jesus is.

● Christ - Title that means Messiah or Anointed One, the King.
○ Person - who is He?
○ Work - What has He done and is doing?

INTRODUCTION

● To begin this section on the person of Christ, we want to focus on seven particular items

seen in Scripture:

○ He was prophesied

○ He was born

○ He lived

○ He died

○ He rose

○ He ascended

○ He will return

Glory is an attribute of what God possesses going public. What’s manifested of Jesus? His

Omnipotence, His Mercy, His Grace… not just His Glory.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION: PROPHESIED

● This was Messianic expectation from the very beginnings of the OT, and it is important

that as we seek to understand who Christ is, we begin with a picture of his reality that is

consonant with the descriptions seen in the OT.

The Old Testament is a Messianic document,
written from a Messianic perspective, to maintain a Messianic hope.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: PROPHESIED

Genesis 3:15 Psalm 22
Genesis 12:1-3 (cf. Gal 3:10-14) Psalm 110 (cf Heb 1:13; 7:11-19)
Genesis 49:9-10 (cf Heb 7:14; Rev 5:5) Isaiah 7:14
Deuteronomy 18:15,18 Isaiah 9:6-7
2 Samuel 7:1-16 (1Chron 17) Isaiah 52:13-53:12
Psalm 2 (cf Rev 12) Daniel 7:13-14
Psalm 16 (cf Acts 2:25-28; 13:35-37) Micah 5:2
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The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  cursed are you
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he (some
man) shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Gen 3:14-15

And I will make you a great nation. Gen 12:2 Abrahamic Covenant

The Law and the Promise
To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no one
annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. Now the promises were made to
Abraham and to his offspring (Israel) . It does not say, “And to offsprings,”
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.
Gen 3:15-16

Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up.
He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him?
The scepter (king - ruling) shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff
from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the
obedience of the peoples. Gen 49:9-10

A New Prophet like Moses (in the line of Moses but greater than)
“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you,
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—I will raise up for them a
prophet like you from among their brothers . And I will put my words in his
mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. Deut 18:1,18

The Lord's Covenant with David
… ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the
sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I have been with
you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.
And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they
may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall
afflict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my
people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. When your days are
fulfilled and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring after
you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom
forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son... And your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be
established forever.’” (Davidic Covenant - Your son will rule and reign
forever. ) 2 Sam 7:1-16
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The Reign of the Lord's Anointed Why do the nations rage and the peoples
plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst
their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens
laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his
wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on
Zion, my holy hill.” I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;
(Heb 1 Messiah - Jesus) today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make
the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall
break them with a rod of iron  and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.”
Now therefore, O kings, be wise;  be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and
you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take

refuge in him. Psalm 2 (Rev 12 child is born and immediately given a rod of

iron… it’s that Son, Anointed One)

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells
secure. For you will not abandon my soul (David) to Sheol, or let your holy one
see corruption. Ps 16:9-10 Acts 2 - True of Messiah

A Psalm of David. My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? (Jesus on
the cross) Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but I find no rest.
All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who
go down to the dust, even the one who could not keep himself alive…
…Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming
generation;
they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he
has done it. Psalm 22 Victory, Victory, Victory.

A Psalm of David. The LORD (Yahweh) says to my Lord (Adoni): “Sit at my
right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool.” Psalm 110:1 quoted in the
Gospels and Hebrews

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isa 7:14

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, (ruler, coming King) and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father (fatherly-ness) , Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on
the throne of David and over his kingdom to establish it and to uphold it… from
this time forth and forevermore. Isa 9:6-7 (Christmas Prophecy)
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He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions
Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be
exalted. As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred,
beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of
mankind— so shall he sprinkle many nations.Kings shall shut their mouths
because of him, for that which has not been told them they see, and that which
they have not heard they understand.

Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the
Lord been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a
root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide
their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his
wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have
turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity
of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth;
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers
is silent, so he opened not his mouth.By oppression and judgment he was taken
away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the
land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made
his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had
done no violence,and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the
Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for
guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord
shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be
satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to
be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide
him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,
because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the
transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the
transgressors. Isa 52:13-53:12 (Death of Messiah - Jesus)

The Son of Man Is Given Dominion “I saw in the night visions, and behold,
with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, (self designation
of Jesus) and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And
to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations,
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and languages should serve him; … his kingdom one that shall not be
destroyed. Dan 7:13-14

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Micah 5:2

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: PROPHESIED

● Thus it can be seen from analyzing the OT that Christ is “the” Seed of Abraham
(offspring) that blesses all families of the earth (Genesis 12:2), He is the Ruler from the

Tribe of Judah (Genesis 19:10), and the Son that Establishes the House of David

forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16). His virgin birth (Isaiah &:14), his birth in Bethlehem (Micah

5:2), even the date of his birth (Dan 9:25) are foretold. His death is foretold in awesome

detail (Isaiah 53; Psalm 22), and the New Testament affirms that David himself foresaw
the resurrection of the Messiah (Psalm 16:10). Christ is seen as the Seed of the
Woman who crushes the Seed of the Serpent (Gen 3:15; see Romans 16:20 for a still

more complete and future fulfillment of this prophecy).

● Thus, the predictive prophecies of the Old Testament give us a strong basis for Jesus’

messianic self-consciousness and form the indispensable background for

understanding His life and ministry.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: BORN

● There are two aspects to the birth of Christ to which we must give attention. The first is
the nature of that birth; that it involves an incarnation. The second is the manner of the
birth; that Christ is born of a virgin.

Resource: On the Incarnation by Saint Athanasius AD 373
Article about it: desiring god.org/articles/on-the-incarnation

● The incarnation. The very word “incarnation” means “enfleshment,” the union of a
spiritual being with a fleshly human body. While the incarnation is assumed throughout
the entire New Testament, there are two passages that speak very specifically to the
nature of the incarnation.

The Word Became Flesh In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God…
And the Word became flesh and dwelt (tabernacled - God’s direct presence)
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among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. John 1:1-14

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will
you raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking about the temple of his
body. John 2:19-21 (Jesus is God in the flesh - the literal presence of God)

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests,
but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the
form of a servant, (Jesus subtracted by adding to himself a human nature, 1
God - 3 Persons, Jesus is one person with 2 natures - divine/human. Only a
human can die for humans for atonement) being born in the likeness of men.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to
the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Phil 2:3-11

● The second item we must discuss is the manner in which Christ entered human
existence. We normally call it the virgin birth, but actually what we mean is the virginal
conception. The birth of Christ was normal, as far as we know. It is His conception that
was different -- He was conceived of a virgin.

TALKING POINT

● “What if tomorrow someone digs up definite proof that Jesus has a real, earthly,
biological father named Larry, and archaeologists find Larry’s tomb and do DNA
samples and prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that the virgin birth was really just a bit
of mythologizing the Gospel writers threw in to appeal to the followers of Mithra and
Dionysian religious cults that were hugely popular at the time of Jesus, whose gods had
a virgin births? Would it really matter?” by Rob Bell, Velvet Elvis. Currently works for
Oprah, far left thology.

It matters: natural normal human birth is how everyone is born. Sin nature is passed on
by the father. New Adam. Isaiah prophesy isn’t false, Angels and Gospel writers aren’t
lying. Matt 1 & 2, Luke 1 & 2.

● Key Texts:
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Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isa 7:14

The Birth of Jesus Christ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together (never had sex) she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. (confirmation) She will bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: (Isaiah) “Behold, the virgin
will conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel” (which
means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but he did not consummate their
marriage until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. Matt

1:18-25

Birth of Jesus Foretold In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she
was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting
this might be. And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.”

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called
holy—the Son of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am
the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her. Luke 1:26-38

● Note the unequivocal testimony of the gospels, particularly Matthew.

● Grudem’s insight about the value of the virgin birth for us.
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○ If Jesus had no parents it might be hard to understand his humanity.
○ If Jesus had two parents it might be hard to understand his divinity.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: LIFE

● Normally, we would focus more on the death of Christ than His life, but it was His life
that first attracted and amazed His disciples. Not only was it a life without sin, but it was
a life filled with activity.

● There is not much information on the early years of Jesus, but there is one text to
consider.

The Boy Jesus in the Temple Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at
the Feast of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up
according to custom. And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing
him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search
for him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find
him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three days they found
him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and
his answers. And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I
have been searching for you in great distress.” And he said to them, “Why were
you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?”
And they did not understand the saying that he spoke to them. And he went
down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his
mother treasured up all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in
wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. Luke 2:41-52

● While the Gospels could easily be sufficient material for a lifetime of study, we will limit

our exploration to several key points in His life and three aspects of His ministry.

○ Baptism
○ Temptation
○ Ministry and miracles
○ Transfiguration

● Baptism (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-222; John 1:21-24)

○ This event is recorded in all three Synoptic Gospels and is alluded to in the
gospel of John. This is the point at which Jesus began His public ministry.
(Baptized by John the baptizer to fulfill all righteousness - step of obedience) And
it is a ministry characterized by identification. In coming to John, Jesus identified
Himself with the ministry of His forerunner. In coming for baptism, He identified

8



Himself with sinful humanity; and in His response, God the Father, quoting form
Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1, identified His Son as Messiah, but a Messiah who
would live and die as a Suffering Servant.

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized
and was praying, the heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on
him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, “You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Father, affirming the Son -
quoting Psalm 2 and Isa 42) Luke 3:21-22

● After this Jesus goes to the wilderness to be tempted. Jesus overcomes these

temptations. How is that fair? He’s God. How can God be “tempt-able” in the first place?

… for further discussion.

The Temptation of Jesus Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty
nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the
Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he
answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the
temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it
is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands
they will bear you up,  lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to
him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again,
the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of
the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will
fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is
written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.
Matt 4:1-11

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin. Heb 4:15

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot
be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. James 1:13

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 1 Pet 2:21
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Bible Minor 

Theology: Doctrine of Christ 

Class 03: Person of Christ (Part 3) 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

Today, we’ll be discussing some important highlights in the life of Jesus. Before learning about these 

highlights, let’s think about the necessity of each one 

1. What is the purpose of baptism? What are your thoughts on why it was necessary for Christ to be 

baptized, especially if He didn’t need to be? 

2. Jesus suffered temptation from Satan Himself, in your opinion why did Jesus subject Himself to 

temptation? 

3. We talk a lot about the death of Jesus, but what would have happened if Jesus did not resurrect? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

After discussing our initial thoughts on Jesus’ baptism, temptation, and miracles - we’ll now ask 

ourselves these same questions having more insight to the life of Jesus. 

1. Why was Jesus baptized? Why do we need to follow the example of Jesus and be baptized also? 

2. Have someone read Hebrews 4:15-16. What does this teach us about the temptation of Jesus? How 

do we combat temptation in the same way Jesus did? 

3. Why is the resurrection of Jesus vital to our faith? 



Theology II: Person of Christ (Part 3)
Session 3 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble

Christology: Person Christ… Prophesied… Born… Lived… Died
Rose… Ascended (intercedes for us) … Return.

● While the Gospels could easily be sufficient material for a lifetime of study, we will limit
our exploration to several key points in His life and three aspects of His ministry.

○ Baptism
○ Temptation
○ Ministry and miracles
○ Transfiguration

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION: LIFE

● Baptism (Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:31-34)

○ This event is recorded in all three Synoptic Gospels and is alluded to in the
gospel of John. This is the point at which Jesus began His public ministry. And
it is a ministry characterized by identification. In coming to John, Jesus identified
Himself with the ministry of His forerunner. In coming for baptism, He identified
Himself with sinful humanity; and in His response, God the Father, quoting from
Psalm 2:7 and Isaiah 42:1, identified His Son as Messiah, but a Messiah who
would live and die as a Suffering Servant.

● Period of temptation (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13).

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. (Who else spent time in the wilderness? Elijah, John, Israel) After fasting
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and
said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus
answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God. Deut 8:3 ” Then the devil took him to the holy
city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you are the Son of
God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: “‘He will command his
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands,so that you will
not strike your foot against a stone.’” (Satan quotes Psalm 91) Jesus answered
him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” Deut 6:15

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if
you will bow down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan!
For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’ Deut 6:13

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.
Matt 4:1-11
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Every time Jesus is tempted he quotes Scripture… Deuteronomy 6 & 8. Moments
recounted by Moses where Israel failed.

● The spirit is the One who led Jesus into this situation, which shows us that testing can
be divinely sent to strengthen us (Rom 5:1-5; James 1:2-4).

● There is a comparison often made between the temptations faced by Adam and Eve
(Genesis 3:6), the temptations listed in 1 John 2:16, and the three temptations faced by
Jesus. However, it seems more accurate to see all three temptations, and the
quotations Jesus uses from the OT to show that as the Son of God and better Israel,
Jesus obeys God where they failed.

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we
are—yet he did not sin. Heb 4:15 - Fully God - Fully Man

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. James 1:13

The temptations were external, real, legitimate. Internally as the God-man he’s not
going to sin in that kind of a way.

Impeccability - Jesus is not able to sin
Peccability - Jesus is able to sin (minority view)

Jesus did not sin and therefore can be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.

When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily
form like a dove. Luke 3:21-22

And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit in the wilderness... And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee,
and a report about him went out through all the surrounding country. Lk 4:1,14

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is on Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to
preach good news to the poor. He has sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted, to
proclaim liberty to the captives and freedom to the prisoners, The Spirit of the
Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. Isaiah 61:1

But if it is by the Spirit of God that I drive out demons, then the kingdom of God
has come upon you. Matt 12:28
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Josh is a great swimmer and trains to break the distance record. One day, he’s stopped
by a cramp in his leg, worried he’ll drown in open water, he asks Micah if he’d follow
along behind him in his boat?? He goes on to break the record. 1. Why could Josh not
have drowned? He had something there just in case. 2. Why didn’t he drown? He didn’t
cramp up and kept swimming.

Why could Jesus not sin when tempted? He was God. Why didn’t he? He was relying
on the Spirit of God (filled with the Spirit, walking in the Spirit) to do what He was called
to do and walk in obedience of the Father’s will.

● Ministry and miracles (Matthew 9:35-37)

○ He taught. He was a wandering teacher. It is His most common activity.
Matthew’s gospel is constructed around five blocks of teaching material
(Matthew 5:1-7:28, 10:5-11:1, 13:3-53; 18:1-19:1; and 24:4-26:1).

○ He preached the kingdom of God. He shows the Kingdom is both present and
future. Certainly, the Kingdom is present in Jesus (Matt 12:28; Luke 17:21). In
Jesus, the reigning power of God was present.

Kingdom: God’s people (called by God, Christians, Believers) in God’s place
(kingdom embassies all over planet earth, local churches), under God’s rule and
reign… already but not yet.

○ Yet the theme of His parables was that His presence did not signal the
immediate end of oppression, the overthrow of Rome, and the final victory of
righteousness. Rather, the mustard seed must grow; the leaven must work all the
way through the dough; we must wait until the harvest at the end of the age (Matt
13). The Kingdom has already been inaugurated, but not yet consummated.

○ He performed miracles. His miracles are interesting because he did not seek
them out so much as they sought HIm. Demons confronted Him, the sick sought
Him. Moreover, while His deeds were evidence of His identity as God’s Son, He
did not perform miracles on demand as a sign.

○ It seems that Jesus performed miracles for four reasons: (1) as a sign of the
presence of the Kingdom of God (Matthew 12:28); (2) as a response to the
human faith (Matthew 9:2, 22): (3) because He was moved with compassion
(Luke 7:12-15; Matthew 9:35); and (4) in order to awaken faith (John 2:11).
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● Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-8; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36; 2 Peter 1:16-18)

○ Some see this event as the fulfillment of the prophecy that some in Jesus’ day
would not face day would not face death before they saw the Son coming in His
Kingdom, a prophecy which immediately precedes the transfiguration in all three
synoptic accounts. It seems more likely that the prophecy is fulfilled at the
resurrection and that the transfiguration is included to give us a glimpse of
Christ’s true glorious nature, a reminder that He is the fulfillment of the law and
the prophets, and gives us another reaffirmation of the Son by the Father.

Why did Moses and Elija show up? Moses wrote The Law, Elija is the most important
prophet. Jesus in Matt 5 said, “He’s come to fulfill the law and the prophets”… He’s
operating as the new Moses. He’s speaking prophetically. Deut 18.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: DEATH

● This is the focal point of the New Testament. The Old Testament prophecies this
(Isaiah 53; Luke 24:44). Approximately one-third of the material in the Gospels treats
the last week, the cross and resurrection accounts. Paul calls the cross and the
resurrection the most important points in the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:3). With all this
emphasis, it is not surprising that there have been many interpretations of the
significance of the death of Christ. We will consider this question in great detail when
we turn to the work of Christ.

For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 1 Cor 15:3-4

One of the best summaries of the Gospel.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATION: RESURRECTION

● The resurrection lies clearly at the heart of the Christian faith. Without it, the cross
loses its importance, and, as Paul says, our faith is in vain (1 Cor 15:17). With it,
millions of Christians have faced death with a song on their lips. We will trace its
apologetic importance and theological significance shortly; but for now, let us examine
some of the key elements of the evidence for the resurrection.

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.
1 Cor 15:17

● Evidences: Witnesses

And that he appeared to Peter, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more
than five hundred brothers at one time, don’t doubt this most of whom are
still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 1 Cor 15:5-6
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● The expansion of the Gospel. Disciples died horrific deaths to spread the Good News.

● The biblical writers are unanimous in testifying that Jesus truly died.

● Jesus’ friends did not expect a resurrection, despite the hints in the Old Testament
(Psalm 16:10), and all Jesus has said (John 11:25).

● The tomb was empty.

● Christ appeared at least half a dozen times: to Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18); on the
Emmaus Road (Luke 24:13-32); in the Upper Room (John 20:19-23; to Thomas (John
20:24-29); in Galilee (John 21); and at His ascension (Acts 1:1-11).

● The early disciples preached the fact of the resurrection as the key point (Acts 2:24,
3:15, 4:10, 5:30). In the face of persecution and even death, they maintained this
confession.

● Paul boldly put the resurrection at the heart of the gospel and claimed to have a vast
number of eyewitnesses at the resurrection who were still alive and could testify to it (1
Corinthians 15:6).

Did Jesus Rise from the Dead? The best theories explaining the facts:
Swoon, Hallucination, Spiritual Resurrection, Theft, Wrong Tomb.
What is the most plausible explanation of the facts?
God raised Jesus from the dead.  Visual Theology by Tim Challies

● Importance of the resurrection:

○ It vindicates the work of the Cross

○ It openly proclaims Christ as God’s Son (Romans 1:4)

○ It guarantees our resurrection and victory over death

○ It is the basis for Christ’s ascension and exaltation

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: ASCENSION (Acts 1)

● We may wonder why Jesus ascended. Why didn’t He go out into all the world and

preach the gospel Himself? He didn’t do so because His desire is for faithful followers,

not sign seekers. Rather than going from place to place, He would send His Spirit into

all the world, wherever His people go. So, it was good and necessary that Christ leave

and send His Spirit (John 16:7-15).

● So, He ascended to the right hand of the Father where He intercedes as our Great
High Priest (see Romans 8:34; Hebrews 2:14-18: Hebrews 4:14-16; Hebrews 7:20-25).
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BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS: RETURN

● There will come a day when Jesus will return to set up his kingdom to rule and reign
forever (1 Thess 4:13-18; 5:1-11; 2 Thess 1:5-12).

since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting
vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the
gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction,
away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he
comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all
who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed. 2 Thess 1:6-10

He will glorify Himself when He returns in salvation and judgment.

● This is more a discussion for eschatology, so we will discuss it then.

THOUGHTS?

● He is the Son of God. He came to earth from heaven and gave his perfect human life as

a ransom sacrifice. His death and resurrection made salvation to eternal life possible for

those exercising faith in him. He is now ruling as King of God’s heavenly Kingdom,

which will soon bring peace to the entire earth. Jesus never claimed equality with God

and thus is not part of a trinity.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved
me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is
greater than I. John 14:28

Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven,
saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of
his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” Rev 11:15

***For next time… Where would you go in the Bible to respond to this statement?
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Bible Minor 

Theology: Doctrine of Christ 

Class 04: Work of Christ (Part 1) 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

Work on this project with your group prior to watching the session. 

Discuss and explain in as much detail, as you can, what Christ accomplished in his death. Write it down 

in a short paragraph and then we’ll have each group share their paragraph. 

 

Feel free to allow the following words to get you started… Sacrificial lamb, atonement for sins 

(payment for a debt that is due), proved deity, reconciled relationship, access to the Father, satisfied 

God’s wrath, indwelling Holy Spirit, freed from power of sin and death 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Describe the meaning of the “three offices” of Jesus: Prophet, Priest, and King. 

2. Work with your group to come up with a Biblical definition of substitutionary atonement. Also, list 

one key verse that highlights the atonement of Christ. 

3. Have someone read Isaiah 53:1-6. Having been written hundreds of years before Jesus was born into 

the world, how do these verses describe the atonement? 



Theology II: Work of Christ (Part 1)
Session 4 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble

KEY QUESTIONS

● What are the 3 offices of Christ?

● Why did the Son of God become man?

● Was it necessary for Christ to die?

● What really happened in the atonement?

● What are the various theories of the atonement?

TALKING POINT

● Get in groups of 3-4. Discuss and explain in as much detail as you can what Christ
accomplished in his death. Write it down in a full paragraph and choose a
spokesperson.

What was accomplished?
Sacrificial lamb Culmination, fulfillment

At/one/ment for sins (Payment for a debt that is due)

Proved deity, humanity Reconciled relationship (torn veil)

Access to the Father Satisfied God’s wrath (Rom 3)

Spirit New Heart

Freed us from slavery/power to sin & death

CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

● We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures as

the representative and substitutionary sacrifice and rose again for our justification. Only

those who repent and believe in Him are justified on the grounds of His shed blood and

are saved by grace through faith wholly apart from human merit and works. Genuine

believers, the elect, are the adopted children of God and are eternally secure through

the work of God. (Scriptures page 5-6)
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INTRODUCTION

● Since the time of Calvin, it has been common to speak of Christ’s work in terms of his
triple office: prophet, priest, and king.

○ As prophet: He is the one who alone has the words of life (Deut 18:15-18, Acts
3:22-24); He is the one who teaches with a singular, divine authority (Matt
7:28-29, Heb 1:1-2). His prophetic ministry is continued by the Holy Spirit (John
14:16, 18), and, in a lower capacity, the apostles (Matt 10:1-15; cf. the book of
Acts).

○ As king: We speak of Jesus’ true nature and power, veiled for most of his earthly
life (John 18:33-38 - crown, purple robe, this is “the” King). Yet the center of his
proclamation was the Kingdom of God, for in Him the kingdom had drawn near.
His miracles showed His kingly authority over sickness, nature (wind and waves
be still), demons, and even death (Matt 4:17; 12:28). But the fullness of the
kingdom awaits His second advent, which we will examine later (Ps 2; 45:6-7;
110:1; Heb 1: Rev 19:16).

○ As priest: Our focal point in the study of Christ’s work will be His priestly work of
atonement, in which He is both priest and sacrifice (Heb 7:1-8:13). He
represents God before humanity, revealing both the depth of the divine love and
the blazing holiness of God. He also represents humanity before God, bearing
our sins into God’s presence and receiving the judgment of God upon them in his
own body on the cross.

God is a God of holy love, and in the cross we see Gods’ love and holiness
displayed because there is wrath toward sin and there is love to save a people.

○ Our familiarity with the cross dulls us to its shocking and strange nature. What
other religion celebrates and studies in detail the death of its founder? The
explanation is that this death is like no other death in history. In Christ, the
eternal immortal God, the source of all life, tasted death. And if that is so, then it
is not surprising that His death carries enormous, eternal consequences. As
such, we take time now to study the atonement: the reconciliation of God and
humankind through Jesus Christ.

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

Genesis 3:21 Luke 2:25-34
Genesis 22:1-19 Matt 20:28; Mark 10:45; John 1:29
Exodus 12:1-51 Luke 22:14-20
Exodus 29:1-21; Lev 1-5 Rom 3:21-26; Gal 3:10-14
Lev 16:1-34 Hebrews 7-10 (Leviticus with New Covenant eyes)
Psalms 22 1 Peter 2:22-25
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Rev 5:6-12; 13:8
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The man called his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.
And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed
them. Gen 3:20-21

● Genesis 3:21 - this is the first hint of substitutionary atonement in Scripture.

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said,
“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, our only son Isaac, whom you love, and go
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains of which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning,
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac.
And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the palace of
which God had told him. Gen 22:1-3

● Genesis 22:1-19 - while this whole account can point to Christ’s sacrifice, we also
again see the idea of substitution (cf John 8:56)

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was
glad.” John 8:56

● Exodus 12:1-51 - Passover pictures a lamb being sacrificed on behalf of the people
- 10th plague is coming/death of the first born son/sacrifice lamb.

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 1 Cor 5:7

● Exodus 29:1-21; Lev 1-5 - within the sacrificial system of Israel one can see atonement
(because God’s holy) needs to be made for sin through a substitutionary sacrifice in
order to pay for the penalty of sin. (Burn offering, sin/guilt offering, grain, drink offering)

● Lev 16:1-34 - this holy day (Yom Kippur/ Day of Atonement- fasting required) is intended
to make atonement for the nation of Israel: one goat gives up its life as a sin offering,
the 2nd goat is led out into the wilderness to die to remove Israel’s sin and purity so
they can be in the presence of God (cf Lev 17:11).

So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people
through his own blood. Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear
the reproach he endured. Heb 13:12-13

● Psalm 22 - prophecies of one who will come to suffer and die on our behalf.

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning?...
they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots.
… it shall be told of the Lord to the coming generation;they shall come
and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn,
that he has done it. Ps 22:1.18, 29-21
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● Isa 52:13-53:12 - death of the Servant is in place of others (substitute) and he is
crushed on their behalf for the sins of the people (guilt offering; 53:10). The Servant
takes the place of humanity, becoming wounded and crushed and so suffering the fate
that they deserved because of their rebellion against God.

As many were astonished at you - his appearance was so marred, beyond
human semblance, and his form beyond that of the children of mankind - so
shall he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because of him,
for that which has not been told them they see, at that which they have not
heard they understand. Isaiah 52:14-15

He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with
grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we
esteemed him not. Isaiah 53:1-3

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows: yet we esteemed him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him as the chastisement
that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed.

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned - every one - to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he
was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his
mouth. And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his
death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.
Yet is was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his
soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his
days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. Isaiah 53:4-7

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. 1 Cor 5:21

For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have prepared in the presence of
all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people
Israel.” Luke 2:30-31 (Jews and Gentiles)

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so
that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” Luke 2:34-35

● Luke 2:25-34- this is more subtle, but a definite allusion to the atoning death of Christ; to
some he will be a stone of stumbling, to others he will be their salvation.

● Matt 20:28; Mark 10:45; John 1:29 - Jesus’ mission is stated in these texts, namely, he
is the lamb of God who came to give his life as a ransom for many.
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CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT SCRIPTURES.

But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. John 1:12-13

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into
his mother's womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You[c] must be born again.’
The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel
and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and
bear witness to what we have seen, but you[e] do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has ascended
into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal
life. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life. John 3:3-16

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God, and those who hear will live. John 5:24

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the
Father's hand. John 10:28-29

and by him everyone who believes is freed from everything from which you could not be freed by the
law of Moses. Acts 13:9

And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Acts 16:31

The Righteousness of God Through Faith
But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the
Prophets bear witness to it— the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward
as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because
in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but
by the law of faith. For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. Romans
3:21-28
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Spiritual Blessings in Christ
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to
himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set
forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things
on earth. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose
of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope
in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. Eph 1:3-14

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph 2:8-10

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ. Phil 1:6

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and pleasures,
passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness
and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the
Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by
his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. The saying is trustworthy, and I
want you to insist on these things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful to devote
themselves to good works. These things are excellent and profitable for people. Titus 3:3-8

since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and
abiding word of God; 1 Pet 1:23

by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world
because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue,
and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and
steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful
in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he
is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the
more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never
fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 2 Peter 1:4-11
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Bible Minor 

Theology: Doctrine of Christ 

Class 05: Work of Christ (Part 2) 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. If you grew up in church, how was the Lord’s Supper (communion) celebrated? 

2. Have someone read Luke 22:14-20. Discuss with your group how the Lord’s Supper is a picture of 

atonement and the Gospel. 

3. We’ll be briefly talking about God’s wrath in today’s class. Discuss how we can believe in a God of 

wrath and a God of love at the same time. 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. In your pre-video discussion, you talked about God’s wrath and love. Have someone read 2 

Corinthians 5:21 and further discuss how God’s wrath is seen here along with God’s love. 

2. What was the purpose of the Old Testament sacrificial system? Why were the Old Testament 

sacrifices not sufficient to take away sins? 

3. Have someone read 1 Peter 2:21-22 and John 3:36. How did Christ make atonement for sin? What is 

expected from us because of Christ’s atonement? What is the fate of those who do not believe in 

Jesus? 



Theology II: Work of Christ (Part 2)
Session 5 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

Genesis 3:21 Luke 2:25-34
Genesis 22:1-19 Matt 20:28; Mark 10:45; John 1:29
Exodus 12:1-51 Luke 22:14-20
Exodus 29:1-21; Lev 1-5 Rom 3:21-26; Gal 3:10-14
Lev 16:1-34 Hebrews 7-10 (Leviticus with New Covenant eyes)
Psalms 22 1 Peter 2:22-25
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Rev 5:6-12; 13:8

Praise - pause and think of who Christ is and why we should praise Him…
Great Prophet, Great Priest, Great King, accomplished our redemption, accomplished
our reconciliation, He’s our wrath absorbing sacrifice, He’s our atonement,

Repent
Ask
Yield

BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

● Luke 22:14-20 in this Passover meal, Jesus institutes the Lord’s Supper, which will
commemorate his atoning work on behalf of humanity (cf crucifixion narratives).

Institution of the Lord's Supper
And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he
said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer.

Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 1 Cor 5:7

For I tell you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he
took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it
among yourselves. For I tell you that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of
the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took bread, and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they
had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in
my blood. Luke 22:14-20

● Rom 3:21-26; Gal 3:10-14 Christ became a curse for us and died as our satisfaction to
assuage (fulfill) God’s wrath toward sin.
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Righteousness Through Faith
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to
which the Law (Pentateuch - first 5 books) and the Prophets (Hebrew Bible
would include… Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and
Minor Prophets) testify.

( ESV… But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from
the law… apart from trying to keep in our own power the Mosaic Law)

This righteousness (right standing with God) is given through faith in Jesus
Christ to all who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and all are justified (soteriology
- we don’t earn our forgiveness, declared righteous) freely by his grace (given
a gift you don’t deserve) through the redemption (purchased from the slave
market of sin to being part of God’s family) that came by Christ Jesus.

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his
blood (propitiation - wrath satisfying atonement) —to be received by faith. He
did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left
the sins committed beforehand unpunished— he did it to demonstrate his
righteousness at the present time, so as to be just (God is holy and hates sin)
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. (God initiated the way
for man to be made right in His sight) Rom 3:21-16

The Righteous Shall Live by Faith

For all who rely on works of the law are under a curse; for it is written, “Cursed
be everyone who does not abide by all things written in the Book of the Law,
and do them.” Now it is evident that no one is justified before God by the law, for
“The righteous shall live by faith.” But the law is not of faith, rather “The one
who does them shall live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the
law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is
hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham (land,
offspring, blessing) might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the
promised Spirit through faith. Gal 3:10-14
(4 OT quotes) (Eph 2:11-22 Jews & Gentiles)

The Spirit is promised in this New Covenant Era and given to those who have
faith in the Messiah and his name is Jesus. God through Christ accomplished
our justification, and blessing and the Spirit indwelling within us by means of
Christ’s work - Good News!
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● Hebrews 7-10 very closely related to the book of Leviticus, much of Hebrews highlight
Jesus as Lord, great high priest and atoning sacrifice. Comparison to Melchizedek
“king of righteousness” - “king of Salem/Jerusalem” in Gen 14 interacts with Abraham.

○ Levi: priesthood for the old Mosaic Covenant. Change in priesthood = change in
covenant.

○ Melchizedek - Tribe of Judah, they didn’t have priests. Psalm 110. New Covenant
- New Priesthood just as God ordained.

● 1 Peter 2:22-25 this passage closely parallels Isaiah 53:4-6, 9 and propounds an
important theology of substitutionary sacrifice and atonement.

He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. When he was
reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. He himself bore our sins
in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his
wounds you have been healed. For you were straying like sheep, but have now
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 2 Peter 2:22-25

● Rev 5:6-12; 13:8 Jesus is the Lamb of God, slain for the sins of the world, and this
actually occurred before the foundation of the world.

(John is transported to a throne room in heaven, an angel asks… who’s
worthy to open the scroll with 7 seals? All of heaven is silent)

And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and
among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain.
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I
saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain,

“An admirable conjunction of divine excellence.”  Jonathan Edwards -
theologian. To bring a lion and lamb together in one person is glorious.

with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent
out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of
him who was seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four
living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each
holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the
saints. And they sang a new song, saying,

“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God

from every tribe and language and people and nation,
and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,

and they shall reign on the earth.”
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Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the
elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands
of thousands, saying with a loud voice,

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!” (Everything is owed to this ONE -
King Jesus) Rev 5:5-12

Everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world
in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. Rev 13:8

(Jesus is not plan B. Before the foundations of the world, this was the lamb
who was slain)

● Jesus endured the wrath of God for sin in our place on the cross so that we might
become the righteousness (in right standing) of God in him (2 Cor 5:21).

What was the purpose of OT sacrifices?… The book of Hebrews clarifies they atone for
sins but not permanently. Christ is the ultimate sacrifice coming that will take away sins
permanently.

QUESTIONS

● What does a circumcised heart and written on their hearts mean?

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can
understand it? “I the Lord search the heart and test the mind, to give every man
according to his way, according to the fruit of his deeds.” Jer 17:9-10

I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be
their God, and they shall be my people. Jer 31:33

It’s in our nature to battle sin every day. Gal 5. God is here to give you a new
heart… a circumcised heart. A new identity - You still fight sin but your heart is
new. Not having just a conscience but your desires and affections towards the
law change. Romans 7 - we have a natural proclivity to rebel against the law.
With a new heart we’re inclined to desirely keep the law that God has laid before
us. Not just a matter of ability. Eze 36, Deut 30, Jer 31.

Pre-conversion: “old you”: Eph 2 - you were dead in your trespasses and sins.
1 Peter 1 - you walked in the futile ways of your fathers.

Post-conversion: new baseline/identity: New heart. Circumcised heart. Law
written on heart.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 2 Cor 5:17
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● How do we reconcile the evil desires that continue to dominate us at all times yet… we
have a new heart?

Jesus said, (to the Pharisees) “Are you also still without understanding? Do you
not see that whatever goes into the mouth passes into the stomach and is
expelled?But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this
defiles a person. For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery,
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander. Matt 15:16-19, Rom 6 & 7

We recognize it’s a fight to be who we actually are in Christ until we die.
We have a constant need to die or kill sin, renew our minds and to put on
righteousness. (Gal 5, Col 3, Eph 4 & 5) Paul recognizes that we are not yet glorified.
Justification and Sanctification… ongoing growth, still struggling with sin
Glorification… no more sin. It’s done. No more issues with it.
The more mature we become, the more grieved we are with the sins that plague us.

HISTORICAL ILLUMINATION

● The Nature of Atonement. In church history, there have been three main types of
interpretations concerning the nature of the atonement. We don’t have to choose one
and only one. Scripture uses a variety of terms, as we have seen, and each theory can
point to at least one term that supports their view. However, it doesn seem that one view
is more central than the others.

● The Classical Theory. The central idea in this family of theories is that of Christ’s
victory over Satan. It was arguably the earliest of the three theories to develop,
appearing first in Irenaeus, who saw Christ as the ransom paid to Satan (Bible doesn’t
affirm that Satan is equal to God) to justly free those under his sway. Later fathers
developed the idea of Christ as the bait used by God to catch Satan. Seeing his human
nature, Satan thought he could capture Jesus, but after taking him into his dominion in
death, the divine nature was unveiled and Christ arose, shattering the gates of hell and
freeing its captives.

○ More recently, this view has been championed as Christus Victor. “Christ
victorious” Some claim this view of Christ’s death as the victory over evil posers
is the traditional view of the church. In defense, it may be said that the victory
motif in the NT certainly fits this theory, and the idea of redemption or ransom
accords with hit (Col 2:8-15). But it lacks a coherent explanation of how and
why it was that Christ’s death was able to defeat our foes. Was it simply because
God is more powerful? And if that is so, and God is more powerful, why did
Christ die? This theory has value, but needs supplementing by the other types.

● Subjective Theories of the Atonement. The word subjective here refers to the fact
that all these theories see the cross as seeking to change how we respond
subjectively to God.
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● The moral example theory and moral influence theory may be traced back to Peter
Abelard (1079-1142). He broke with his Anselm’s view of the atonement and proposed
that Christ died as an example of love to us, which we should follow, and that Christ’s
death inspires us to do. It denies any need for God to be satisfied; his arms are open
to receive us, and Christ’s death exercises a moral influence that impels us to respond
to the love of God.

● It is true that Christ’s death does demonstrate the love of God (John 3:16, Rom 5:8; cf 1
Peter 2:21-25). But used in isolation from other more complete theories, it cannot really
answer why Christ’s death is a demonstration of God’s love, rather than a tragic
mistake. According to the subjective theories, we are not in danger from the wrath of
God, for He is only loving. Then why was it necessary for Chris to die? This view has no
answer.

For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you might follow in his steps. He committed no sin,
neither was deceit found in his mouth… He himself bore our sins in his body on
the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you
have been healed…1 Peter 2:21-22

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. John 3:36

If I’m drowning and someone dies to save me… that shows great love. But if I’m splashing in 1
foot of water and someone dies to save me, that’s a tragedy. It wasn’t necessary.

Objective Theories. These theories insist that the atonement made an objective change in
our condition before God. The atonement itself flows from the love of God (1 John 4:10). What
Christ has done has changed things relationally. Whether or not humans respond is
secondary.

● There are two main varieties of this view. The oldest goes back to Anselm and his
famous book Cur Deus Homo? (Why God Became Man). In it, he sees sin as an
offense against God’s honor. By not submitting ourselves completely to God, we take
from Him the honor we ought to show and thus we are in God’s debt. But it is a debt we
cannot pay, for present obedience cannot make up for past disobedience, since
present obedience is required anyway. Moreover, no human can pay for another, for he
owns his own debt. Thus, humanity owes a debt to God, that each one must pay, yet no
one can repay; no one except God Himself. Man owes the debt and must pay, but only
God can pay. Thus, only the God-man could atone. As man, he could properly
represent us; as God, he was able to offer the honor we should have but did not. Christ,
since he perfectly honored God, did not deserve death. By freely accepting death for the
honor of God, he satisfied God’s honor and opened the way to salvation.

Should we love? Yes.. Did Christ defeat sin, Satan and death? Yes.
But this last theory shows me how Christ did this and how am I capable of loving as He
calls me to.
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Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. In our world, we hear it said that all are children of God. Do you believe this is true? Why or why 

not? 

2. Have someone read Matthew 7:13-14. Does this mean that there are some who will be separated 

from God forever? Why or why not? 

3. Deep down we know that we don’t have the righteousness demanded by God. In your opinion, how 

does the world seek to be made righteous? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Dr. Kimble discussed the extent of the atonement. List and define the three interpretations of this 

issue. 

2. Although these may be difficult things to think through, what is the difference between the Arminian 

and Calvinist view of the atonement (especially consider the extent of atonement)? 

3. Dr. Kimble distinguished between the provision of atonement and the application of atonement. 

Discuss the difference between the two.  

4. Have someone read Romans 5:19. Discuss the contrasting work of Adam and work of Christ. 



Theology II: Work of Christ (Part 3)
Session 6 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble

REVIEW

● The Classical Theory. The central idea in this family of theories is that of Christ’s
victory over Satan. It was arguably the earliest of the three theories to develop,
appearing first in Irenaeus, who saw Christ as the ransom paid to Satan (Bible doesn’t
affirm that Satan is equal to God) to justly free those under his sway. Later fathers
developed the idea of Christ as the bait used by God to catch Satan. Seeing his human
nature, Satan thought he could capture Jesus, but after taking him into his dominion in
death, the divine nature was unveiled and Christ arose, shattering the gates of hell and
freeing its captives.

● Subjective Theories of the Atonement. The word subjective here refers to the fact
that all these theories see the cross as seeking to change how we respond
subjectively to God. Jesus is loving… we should be loving like that -drawback… wasn’t
there more work done on the cross other than being an example? It removed the need
to satisfy God’s wrath.

● The moral example theory and moral influence theory may be traced back to Peter
Abelard (1079-1142). He broke with his Anselm’s view of the atonement and proposed
that Christ died as an example of love to us, which we should follow, and that Christ’s
death inspires us to do. It denies any need for God to be satisfied; his arms are open
to receive us, and Christ’s death exercises a moral influence that impels us to respond
to the love of God.

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. John 3:36

● Objective Theories. These theories insist that the atonement made an objective
change in our condition before God. The atonement itself flows from the love of God (1
John 4:10). What Christ has done has changed things relationally. Whether or not
humans respond is secondary.

● There are two main varieties of this view. The oldest goes back to Anselm and
his famous book Cur Deus Homo? (Why God Became Man). In it, he sees sin as
an offense against God’s honor. By not submitting ourselves completely to God,
we take from Him the honor we ought to show and thus we are in God’s debt.
But it is a debt we cannot pay, for present obedience cannot make up for past
disobedience, since present obedience is required anyway. Moreover, no
human can pay for another, for he owns his own debt. Thus, humanity owes a
debt to God, that each one must pay, yet no one can repay; no one except God
Himself. Thus, only the God-man could atone… Ignores the issue of guilt.
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HISTORICAL ILLUMINATION

● Objective Theories. The Reformers fall within this same family, but differ from Anselm
in seeing sin as a violation of God’s law and justice, rather than God’s honor. It is the
demands of justice that must be satisfied. This seems to be Paul’s concern in Rom 3;
how can God save anyone and do it justly? Christ’s death as our substitute and as
God’s punishment of sin satisfied the demands of God’s justice. God says, ‘Not guilty”.

● This view, called the penal substitutionary view, or vicarious atonement, became far
and away the most widely accepted view among Protestants, and is still central in
evangelical thinking about atonement today.

It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. Rom 3:26

Christ is only our example if we are “in Christ’ and not guilty, and have the Spirit of God in us to
operate in a way where we could actually obey in any measure… what God asks of us.
Christ is victorious over sin and Satan and death. Satan’s stronghold on you is sin… that’s
broken because of an objective work that Christ has done.

TALKING POINT

“The fact that the cross isn’t a form of cosmic child abuse - a vengeful father, punishing his
son for an offence he has not committed. Understandably, both people inside and outside of
the church have found this twisted version of events morally dubious and a huge barrier to
faith. Deeper than that, however, is that such a construct stands in total contradiction to the
statement “God is love.” If the cross is a personal act of violence perpetrated by God towards
humankind but borne by his son, then it makes a mockery of Jesus’ own teaching to love your
enemies and refuse to repay evil with evil. The truth is the cross is a symbol of love. It is a
demonstration of just how far God as Father and Jesus as his son are prepared to go to prove
that love. The cross is a vivid statement of the powerlessness of love.”

Steven Chalek British Baptist minister, former United
Nations' Special Adviser on Human Trafficking and a social
activist.

How would you respond to this statement? (view in opposition)

God tells us not to repay evil with evil because He is the one who will seek our
vengeance as a just holy God. (Rom 12)

The more Chalek says God is love… he’s saying God is just.(2 Thess 1) Communicable
attributes - love (1 John 4) and holiness (Isa 6). You can’t take one without the other.

Contradicts itself.. vengeful father/punishing his son… but it’s all done out of love.

Culture vs in Scripture… we see a willing Son, an initiating Father, doing a work for us
that is not child abuse, it is willing, and good, and holy, and it is loving.

The Bible must transcend culture.
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Extent of the atonement.

● The question, “For whom did Christ die?” has been one of the most disputed
questions concerning the atonement down through history.

● Its importance lies not only in its own intrinsic value, but the implications it carries for
other areas of theology, such as the relationship of divine sovereignty and human
responsibility, the achievement of Christ on the cross, Christ as Savior, and how one
presents the gospel.

You can’t speak of sovereignty in a way that cancels out human freedom because the
Bible doesn't. You can’t speak of human freedom in a way that cancels out God’s
sovereignty because the Bible doesn't. It affirms both.

● There are three possible interpretations of this issue, though only two are usually
considered as live options by evangelicals.

(1) Universalism: Christ died for all; therefore, all are saved.
Not an option. Hell is real. (Revelation)

(2) General: Christ died for all, but only those who respond in faith are saved.
Christ made salvation possible.

(3) Limited (or particular): Christ died for a limited, particular group, all of whom
are saved. “The church”-people of God. Makes salvation definitive.

Orthodox Christianity: Jesus died and his atoning work is sufficient. Perfect.
Flawless. All that it should be. You are only saved if you repent of your sins and
believe in the Gospel of Christ. In Acts 2 Peter doesn’t say, “If you’re part of the
elect, you’re fine.”

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38

● The last two represent the Arminian and Calvinist positions. It should be noted that one
reason why they ended up with differing conclusions is that they formulate the question
in different ways.

● Arminians focus on the extent of the provision of atonement: did Christ purpose
to make provision for both the elect, who He would draw to faith, and for the
non-elect, whose salvation He also desires?

● Calvinists frame the question in terms of the extent of the application of the
atonement: does Christ’s death actually pay for the sins of all people or only the
elect?

● Arminians do not deny that the application of the atonement is limited; nor do
Calvinists deny that the death of Christ is sufficient for humanity in general.
Thus, the way one puts the question influences the answer one receives.
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Extent of the atonement (con’t)

● Arguments for general allotment.

○ There are several specific verses with a universal referent:

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! John 1:29

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the
proper time. 1 Tim 2:6

For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living
God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe. 1 Tim 4:10

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. 2 Pet 3:9

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of
the whole world. 1 John 2:2

○ There are theological arguments that can be made. God often provides more
than we appropriate. For example, much of the universal revelation in the world
is ignored. It is also argued that 2 Pet 2:1 claims some of those bought by the
Master are unbelievers, and not just the elect.

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction. 2 Pet 2:1

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.’ Matt 1:21

I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.
John 10:14-15

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for
her. Eph 5:25

● Arguments for limited atonement.

○ Some verses state that Christ died for a specific group: “his people” (Matt 1:21);
“his sheep” (John “10:14-15); “his church” (Eph 5:25).

○ The stronger support comes from reflection on the idea of Jesus as Savior. He
didn’t just make my salvation possible; He saved me. Furthermore, if Christ
really died for all, if he paid for their sins, then God would be wrong to punish
them again. Finally, the ideas of redemption, sacrifice, and propitiation imply a
definite atonement.
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● Evaluation. We find biblical warrant for dividing the question into God’s provision of the
atonement and the application of that atoning work. Scripture leads us to conclude that
God loves all people and that Christ died to provide salvation for all. This should be
preached to all indiscriminately. (to all without hesitation)

● But beyond this, (Eph 5, John 10, Matt 1) God loves His sheep with a special love, and
by divine will the Spirit applies the benefits of Christ’s death to the elect. Thus, Christ
died to make atonement for all to the end that its effects would be applied to the elect.
(Who are the elect? Why do some and others don’t? Covered in Soteriology - Doctrine
of Salvation).

Most often we view election as a problem.

1.Doubt your own salvation - am I one of the elect?
2. Someone you know is struggling - How do I know if they’re saved or not?

Romans 9 - When Paul outlines election, predestination, or foreknowledge it is always
to do 2 things: 1 Assure you of your faith or 2. As part of the elect… pursue holiness.
Take joy in being a part of the people of God and… proclaim the Gospel.

THEOLOGICAL FORMULATION

● Christ Obeyed for Us (Sometimes Called His “Active Obedience”).

○ Christ had to live a life of perfect obedience to God in order to earn
righteousness for us (Phil 3:9)

○ His perfect obedience becomes our positive moral righteousness. (1 Cor 1:3)

Imputation: something is put into my bank account that wasn’t earned by me or
brought in by me. Jesus’s righteousness is imputed to me. Alien righteousness.

● Christ’s Sufferings for Us (Sometimes Called His “Passive Obedience”).

○ Suffering for His Whole Life: Christ endured temptation, opposition, grief
over the deaths of loved ones, and much more. (Isa 53:3)

○ The pain of the Cross:

● Physical Pain and Death
● The Pain of Bearing Sin (Isa 53:6; 2 Cor 5:21)
● Abandonment (Mk 14:34-42, 50; Matt 27:46)
● Bearing the Wrath of God - Jesus was a propitiation for our sins (Rom

3:25; Heb 2:17; 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10)

● The work of the cross is so extensive and multi-faceted that Scripture uses a variety of
terms and images to convey its meaning.

Obedience Sacrifice Propitiation Reconciliation
Redemption Victory Example
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● Obedience

○ See Romans 5:19. He came from heaven, not to do his own will, but the will of
the Father (John 6:38); his brothers and sisters are those who do the will of the
Father (Matt 12:50); and he could claim to always have done that which pleased
the Father (John 8:29; Heb 4:14).

For as by the one man’s disobedience (Adam) the many were made sinners, so
by the one man’s obedience that many will be made righteous. Romans 5:19

○ Because of his obedience, he can provide what we need: pardon for our sins
and perfect righteousness. Apart from that perfect obedience, he could not be
our substitute and sin-bearer, and the source of righteousness and salvation
(Heb 5:7-9).
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10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

In our session today, we’ll be discussing several words that describe the work of Christ on our behalf. 

To get us thinking in this direction, discuss the following sample of words and briefly describe how they 

are manifest in Christ’s atoning work. 

1. Obedience 

2. Sacrifice 

3. Reconciliation 

4. Redemption 

5. Victory 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

Now that we have completed the class, work with your group to match each of the following words 

(describing the work of Christ) with a verse(s) in the Scriptures that teach it. When a verse is found, 

have someone read it aloud. 

1. Obedience 

2. Sacrifice 

3. Propitiation 

4. Reconciliation 

5. Redemption 

6. Victory  

7. Example 


