
Theology II: Person of Christ (Part 1)
Session 1 -  Dr. Jeremy Kimble
Christology and explaining who Jesus is.

● Christ - Title that means Messiah or Anointed One, the King.
○ Person - who is He?
○ Work - What has He done and is doing?

KEY QUESTIONS

● How does the whole Bible depict the reality of the Messiah?

● How is Jesus fully God and fully man, and yet one person? (Hypostatic union)

● What are the various heresies associated with the person of Christ?

● What does the world think about Jesus? Who would they say that he is?

(Good Teacher. Prophet. Myth. Perfect example. Religious leader. Fraud)

CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

We believe that the Son, eternally begotten by the Father, through the Spirit was also born of

the virgin, Mary. Therefore, Jesus, the Son, is both fully God and fully human. As the Word

made flesh, the Son is the perfect mediator between God and humanity. (See verses pg 7-9)

and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they met
with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the disciples were first
called Christians. Acts 11:26 (followers of the way)

INTRODUCTION

● This is the doctrine that gives our religion its name. We are Christians. (Christ centered,
Gospel centered) The heart of our faith is Jesus Christ. He is the most crucial and
distinctive doctrine of Chiritianinty. Above all, it is Christ that must be at the center of
our theology and proclamation.

Eternally Begotten? Come into existence with no beginning to existence. John 3:16…
he gave his only “begotten Son”… translations now say “his one and only Son”.  Not a
temporal reality but more relational in nature. monogenés: only begotten

● We will follow the traditional division of theology and treat this doctrine in two sections:
the person of Christ and the work of Christ.

○ But in truth, the two cannot be so neatly separated. The disciples and Christians
today come to know who Christ is through what He does and He is able to do
what He does because of who He is.
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BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF THE PERSON OF CHRIST

● Break up into groups of 4-5, appoint a spokesperson for the group and work through the
following biblical texts in order, and summarize what you can know about the coming
Messiah from each verse as the OT picture fills out. (What would First Century Jews
know about the Messiah after reading these texts?)

I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and

her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Gen 3:15

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in

you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” Gen 12:3

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his

feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the

peoples. Gen 49:10

from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you

rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will

make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body,

and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will

establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall

be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of

men, with the stripes of the sons of men, 2 Sam 7:11-14

He Was Pierced for Our Transgressions Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he

shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. As many were astonished at

you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form

beyond that of the children of mankind— so shall he sprinkle[b] many nations.

Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, for that which has not been told

them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. Who has

believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been

revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant,  and like a root out of dry

ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty

that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of

sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces

he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and

carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted.

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon

him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are

healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his

own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed,
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and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the

slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his

mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his

generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living,

stricken for the transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the

wicked and with a rich man in his death although he had done no violence, and

there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he

has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his

offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall

the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous,and he

shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and

he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death

and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many,and

makes intercession for the transgressors.

OT Picture of Messiah

Need for Messiah - rebellion just happened Gen 3:16
Blessing - the “seed”
Ruler - Gen 49
Adam, Abraham… Judah
Powerful, defeat of serpent (satan Rev 12 “this dragon is the ancient serpent”)
“The” Son of God
Exalted, oppressed, substitute (bruised for our transgression, our iniquities, bore the
wrath)
Comeback (resurrection)

● Now, do the same with these New Testament verses: John 1:1-14; 8:58; Romans 1:3-4;
10:9; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrew 1:1-4, Revelation 1:1-20.

● Once you’ve worked through each verse, put them all together and write in a very rich
paragraph, what the typical Christian of the first century believed about Jesus.

“We may summarize the biblical teaching about the person of Christ as follows: Jesus
Christ was fully God and fully man in one person, and will be so forever” Grudem, Bible
Doctrine, pg 229.

The Word Became Flesh In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were
made through him (creator) , and without him was not any thing made that was
made. In him was life, (the Son - Jesus) and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was a
man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe through him.
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The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of
man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,
(incarnation) and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. John 1:1-14

Incarnation: enfleshment - the taking on of flesh.

The Truth Will Set You Free So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth,
and the truth will set you free.” I speak of what I have seen with my Father,
and you do what you have heard from your father.”

You Are of Your Father the Devil They answered him, “Abraham is our father.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing the
works Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the
truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did.

Before Abraham Was, I Am The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in
saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do
not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek
my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. Truly, truly, I say to
you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to him,
“Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet
you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater
than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make
yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is
my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ Your father
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the
Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”
Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” (Rom

8:58) So they picked up stones to throw at him, (blasphemy… claimed to be the
Messiah, God Himself - “God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” Exodus 3 -
burning bush) but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. John 8:31-32,
38-40, 48-59

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh

(human) and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit

of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, (King -
Sovereign over all) Rom 1:3-4
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because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Salvation is faith in

The resurrected Lord) Rom 10:9

The Preeminence of Christ He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all

creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were

created through him and for him. And he is before all things, and in him all things

hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the

firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all

the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself

all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

Col 1:15-20

The Supremacy of God's Son Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God
spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God (made visible to the
world by Jesus) and the exact imprint of his nature (exact), and he upholds the
universe by the word of his power. (my existence is dependence on Jesus’
sustaining work) After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
(authority) of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as
the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. Heb 1:1-4

Prologue The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show to his
servants the things that must soon take place. He made it known by sending his
angel to his servant John, who bore witness to the word of God and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is the one who reads
aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep
what is written in it, for the time is near.

Greeting to the Seven Churches John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him
who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom,
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen. Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him.
Even so. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”

Vision of the Son of Man I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and
the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the island called
Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. I was in the
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Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet saying,
“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to Ephesus and
to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia
and to Laodicea.” Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on
turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands was
one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his
chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were
like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and
his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars,
from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun
shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he
laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the
living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death
and Hades. Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and
those that are to take place after this. As for the mystery of the seven stars that
you saw in my right hand, and the seven golden lampstands, the seven stars are
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven
churches. Rev 1:1-20

● Now, do the same with these New Testament verses: John 1:1-14; 8:58; Romans 1:3-4;
10:9; Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrew 1:1-4, Revelation 1:1-20.

● Once you’ve worked through each verse, put them all together and write in a very rich
paragraph, what the typical Christian of the first century believed about Jesus.

“We may summarize the biblical teaching about the person of Christ as follows:
Jesus Christ was fully God and fully man in one person, and will be so forever”
Grudem, Bible Doctrine, 229.

INTRODUCTION

● To begin this section on the person of Christ, we want to focus on seven particular items
seen in Scripture:

○ He was prophesied

○ He was born

○ He lived

○ He died

○ He rose

○ He ascended

○ He will return.
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CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT SCRIPTURES

“The Lord possessed me at the beginning of his work, the first of his acts of old. Ages ago
I was set up, at the first, before the beginning of the earth. When there were no depths I
was brought forth, when there were no springs abounding with water. Before the
mountains had been shaped,  before the hills, I was brought forth, before he had made
the earth with its fields, or the first of the dust of the world. When he established the
heavens, I was there; when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, when he made firm
the skies above, when he established the fountains of the deep, when he assigned to the
sea its limit, so that the waters might not transgress his command, when he marked out
the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master workman, and I was
daily his delight, rejoicing before him always, rejoicing in his inhabited world and
delighting in the children of man. Prov 8:22-31

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14

The Birth of Jesus Christ Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and
unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the
prophet:“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,and they shall call his name
Immanuel (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. Matt 1:18-25

Birth of Jesus Foretold In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city
of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.” And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the
Son of God. Luke 1:26-35

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me,
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because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace.For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side,he has made him
known. John 1:14-18

And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on
the Sabbath. But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am
working.”
Jesus Is Equal with God
This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he
breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal
with God.
The Authority of the Son
So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own
accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the
Son does likewise. For the Father loves the Son and shows him all that he himself is
doing. And greater works than these will he show him, so that you may marvel. For as
the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom he will.
For the Father judges no one, but has given all judgment to the Son, that all may honor
the Son, just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor
the Father who sent him. Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes
him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from
death to life.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear
the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him
authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for
an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those
who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment. John 5:16-29

who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant,[b] being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Phil 2:6-11

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper
time. 1 Tim 2:5-6
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The Supremacy of God's Son

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all
things, through whom also he created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God
and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son, today
I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?
And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says,“Let all God's angels
worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds (spirits), and his
ministers a flame of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and
ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved
righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the
oil of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “You, Lord, laid the foundation of the
earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but
you remain;  they will all wear out like a garment, like a robe you will roll them up, like a
garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end.”
And to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make your
enemies a footstool for your feet”? Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve
for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? Heb 1:1-14
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