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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 01: Wisdom Literature Genre 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Please take the time and have each person formally introduce themselves. Possibly tell where you 

work, go to school/college, and how long you’ve been going to our church. 

2. Have someone read this important statement from our church leadership concerning this class 

“There will be a lot of information that you will learn over the next several weeks. Some of the 

information will be life-changing because you’ve never heard something taught quite like this before. 

However, there may be other moments in this class when you struggle keeping up or don’t understand 

a concept or teaching. During those moments, please focus on what you understand and not what you 

don’t. Understanding the Scriptures is a lifetime of study, not an instant grasping of every truth. Be 

patient with yourself. Ask God for help when you don’t understand. Most of all, don’t quit learning. 

These classes are meant to provide a greater knowledge of God that leads you to know and love Him 

more.” 

3. If it were up to you to describe what the “good life” looks like, how would you define it? 

4. The books we will be studying over the next couple weeks (wisdom books) tell us how the world is 

supposed to work; however, the advice is usually conditional based on our obedience or 

disobedience. Why do you find it difficult to live obediently, even when you know it will often cause 

pain in your life? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Define wisdom in practical terms and, with your group, develop one scenario of how wisdom should 

work in daily life. 

2. Regarding journaling, what are the potential benefits in your life? How could you implement 

journaling into your life if you’re not already doing it? 

3. What does it mean that wisdom literature should not be interpreted as prophecies or promises? 



Old Testament Literature
Session 1  - Wisdom Literature Overview - Dr. Chris Miller

A good life. Which one of us does not want to live a good life? One without worries,
hardships, problems, and difficulties? A life full of blessings, happiness, good times, and
ease? It would not be too far-fetched to say that everyone desires to live the best life they can,
and also strives for it within their means. Despite obstacles and challenges, we all try to make
the best of the lot that we are given in life. Allah says in the Quran:

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a believer - We will
surely cause him to live a good life, and We will surely give them their reward (in the
Hereafter) according to the best of what they used to do (16:97)

The unexamined life is not worth living. Socrates.

Wisdom literature is all about… How does God want us to live?

What is “wisdom”?
From Dictionary.com (21st century AD):

1) Knowing lots of stuff AND

2) Knowing how to use it

From ancient times (21st century BC):

Almost a universal search, to learn by observation of the world and human

experience how the Creator designed the creation to function and then ordering

one’s behavior in accordance with that plan to achieve life as it’s supposed to be.

In Wisdom literature we see how God has generally designed the world to work (especially in

Proverbs) and where following his ways directs us to human flourishing.
BUT we also see:

1) An exception to the rule, in the story of Job, where good guys don’t always finish first

2) In Ecclesiastes how the curse introduces alien invaders such as pain, suffering and

death which are enemies, but not conquerors, of human flourishing.

The uniqueness of wisdom literature
God gives knowledge directly to Man… “Thus saith the Lord” (62 of 66 books)

With Wisdom Literature… Man connects the dots (experiences) and finds the same

thing happens over and over again. But there are times that don’t fit the pattern. (Jesus

in the temple. Unsaved parents don’t understand being a missionary)

“A wise child (usually) brings joy to her parents” Prov 10:1
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Truth: The sum of all that God knows. The Bible is direct revelation that starts outside of what
we know vs. What man can know: Literature, Psychology, Science - expands as our
knowledge expands. Written Scriptures that let us know Jesus is a savior and not a man that
died on a cross. Wisdom starts with personal observation and then with revelation from the
Spirit… it’s told to a prophet, written down and becomes Special revelation.

Biblical wisdom: foundational assumptions

1) A particular attitude toward all of reality, where there is no dichotomy (contrast) between
secular and sacred. All of life (work, play, romance, speech) is the domain of wisdom.
There are wise and foolish ways to do everything.

2) Assumes that God embedded truth (secrets.. laws & active, functioning principles…
about how things work) within all of reality (physical and spiritual to mention a few).
The Wright Brothers didn’t invent the principles, they only discovered them.

God creates; we discover.

3) Assumes that essential answers can be learned from experience & careful observation.

If you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will

understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God.  For the Lord

gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; Prov 2:4-6

You need to be a person who journals about your life. “Search and dig for
it” doesn’t just mean the Scriptures. Be a careful observer of the causes
and effects in your own life. Notice how God has built the laws into your
life, how you’re violating them and how you’re obeying them, and notice
the difference that makes when you take the time to rest and focus on God.

4) God embedded the universe with order…  if you live in accord with its rules you’ll do
well, if not you have yourself to blame.

Wisdom calls aloud in the streets, she raises her voice in the public squares, at
the head of the noisy street she cries out, in the gateways of the city she (lady
wisdom) makes her speech: “How long will you simple ones love your simple
ways? How long will mockers delight in mockery and fools hate knowledge? If
you had responded to my rebuke, I would have poured out my heart to you and
made my thoughts known to you. But since you rejected me when I called and no
one gave heave when I stretched out my hand, since you ignored all my advice
and would not accept my rebuke, I in turn will laugh at your disaster. I will mock
when calamity overtakes you. When calamity overrated you like a store, when
disaster sweeps over you like a whirlwind, when distress and trouble overwhelm
you. “Then they will call to me but I will not answer; they will look at me but
will not find me.” Prov 1: 22-28
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9
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You can’t avoid the consequences (Proverbs 1) of what you have done… but there is
grace from God to forgive you. (1 John 1:9) Example in Psalm 51 - David’s confession
after he kills his best friend and sleeps with his wife… David experiences forgiveness
and consequences for the rest of his life.

5) Classic “hedonism” asks the question, “What is good for humans?’ And from this
perspective “Hedonism” is next to godliness… because God’s ways lead to life, now.
This principle can change the way you live…. How does someone who wants nothing to
do with Jesus live their life in such a way that when they’re 70 they can look back on
their life and see that it was good? You could give them a list of the 10
Commandments… by not following them you’re ruining your life.
For example, a Time Magazine study finds that avoiding lies can improve your health.

Ruth - Judges. God’s Image - Sub-Human. Rational - Irrational. Relational -
Anti-Relational. Physical/sexual - Death & Abuse. Rulers - Abusive Rulers.

6) Persuasion is based upon consensus, appealing to what all know to be true, rather than
Divine directive. Everybody knows this vs. “Thus saith the Lord”. Sin + Stupid.

Leads to death Strangers take your wealth
Wicked will be cut off from the earth
At the end of your life you groan You’ll be taken advantage of
Wounds, dishonor, disgrace You’ll be broken beyond healing
No returning from it Lose your best years and wealth
God is watching you It consumes your body
Take away honor and leave disgrace      Calamity
Your earnings will end up in a foreigners house
Leads to sheol
Don’t know what the husband will return… face smashed.

How to interpret Wisdom Literature

1. Not Usually Prophecies or Promises. Usually very general. Exceptions do exist.

Always ---- A spectrum on the “guarantee vs principle” scale exists --- Much of the Time
Prov 3:5-6 Prov 10:27

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. Prov 15:1

Misfortune pursues the sinner, but prosperity is the reward of the righteous.
Prov 13:21 - JOB

The fear of the Lord adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short.
Prov 10:27 - JESUS

A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son grief to his mother. Prov 10:1

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him,  and he will make straight your paths.

Prov 3:5-6
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2. Opposing proverbs occur.

Compare: “haste makes waste” (Prov 21) and “He who hesitates is lost”

“Do not answer a fool according to his folly or you will be like him yourself.”
Don’t stoop to their level.  Prov 26:4

“Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.” Prov 26:5

Where did this wisdom come from?  Book of Native American Wisdom. General Principles.

Wisdom only comes when you stop looking for it and start living the life the Creator
intended for you.
A brave man dies but one-- but a coward many times.
Beware of the man that does not talk and the dog that does not bark. (passive aggressive)
The good-looking boy may just be good in the face.
Most of us don’t look as handsome to others as we do to ourselves.
Even animals have their taboos.
When a man moves away from nature his heart becomes hard.
Cherish youth, but trust old age.
The one who tells the stories rules the world.
Some are smart but they are not wise.
He who has great power should use it lightly.
Great chiefs prove their worthiness.
Death always comes out of season.
Those that lie down with dogs get up with fleas.
After dark all cats are leopards. (everything is scarier at night)
Those who do not fear God are not strong.
A good soldier is a poor scout. (a scout wants to avoid the battle)
The bird who has eaten can not fly with the bird who is hungry.

Where did this wisdom come from?  Book of Native American Wisdom. General Principles.

Where did King Lemuel reign? He wasn’t from Israel or Judah, he’s not an Israelite.
He wrote… here’s what makes life well. He wrote a massive section of Proverbs… Prov 31.
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The Value of Wisdom - Proverbs 2

My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you,
making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding;
yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, if you seek it like
silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the
Lord and find the knowledge of God.
For the Lord gives wisdom;  from his mouth come knowledge and understanding;
he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in
integrity, guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of his saints.
Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path;
for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul;
discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, delivering you from the
way of evil, from men of perverted speech, who forsake the paths of uprightness to
walk in the ways of darkness, who rejoice in doing evil and delight in the perverseness
of evil, men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their ways.
So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress with her
smooth words, who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the covenant of
her God; for her house sinks down to death, and her paths to the departed;
none who go to her come back, nor do they regain the paths of life. So you will walk in
the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. For the upright will inhabit
the land,  and those with integrity will remain in it, but the wicked will be cut off from
the land, and the treacherous will be rooted out of it.

Warning Against Adultery - Proverbs 5

My son, be attentive to my wisdom; incline your ear to my understanding, that you
may keep discretion, and your lips may guard knowledge. For the lips of a forbidden
woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil, but in the end she is bitter as
wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword. Her feet go down to death; her steps follow
the path to Sheol; she does not ponder the path of life; her ways wander, and she does
not know it. And now, O sons, listen to me, and do not depart from the words of my
mouth. Keep your way far from her, and do not go near the door of her house, lest you
give your honor to others and your years to the merciless, lest strangers take their fill
of your strength, and your labors go to the house of a foreigner, and at the end of your
life you groan, when your flesh and body are consumed, and you say, “How I hated
discipline, and my heart despised reproof! id not listen to the voice of my teachers or
incline my ear to my instructors. I am at the brink of utter ruin  in the assembled
congregation.” Drink water from your own cistern, flowing water from your own well.

Should your springs be scattered abroad, streams of water in the streets? Let them be
for yourself alone, and not for strangers with you. Let your fountain be blessed,  and
rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill you at
all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love.

Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman and embrace the
bosom of an adulteress? For a man's ways are before the eyes of the Lord, and he
ponders] all his paths. The iniquities of the wicked ensnare him, and he is held fast in
the cords of his sin. He dies for lack of discipline, and because of his great folly he is led
astray.
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 02: Job (Part 1) 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. In our “current culture of Christianity” we sometimes think that all trials are removeable with 

enough faith. Do you agree or disagree? Why or why not? 

2. Most people have heard something about the story of Job. From what you know, briefly explain 

what you think is the purpose of Job’s story. 

3. What can trials teach us about ourselves and God? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Discuss the supernatural element found in Job 1:6-2:10. Concentrate on Satan’s submissive authority 

to God. 

2. Discuss the following statement, “The trials do not come to purify Job. The trials come to isolate the 

answer to ‘Why does Job serve God?’” 

3. What did you learn from today’s class? 



Old Testament Literature
Session 2 - Job Part 1 - Dr. Chris Miller

Ancient Poetry - easy to incorrectly interpret through the lens of James…
“Trials come to purify Christians”. The problem is that James and Job are completely different.

What’s the point of the book?
Why the righteous suffer? Job never gets the question answered.
How trials purify God’s people? Job concludes… I’m right (gold) and God is wrong.

The trials turn Job away from God.

But He knows the way that I take; When He has tested me,
I shall come forth as gold. Job 23:10

What’s the background?

● There isn’t one! At least for practical purposes. Huh?

● We’re talking a timeout from the Grand storyline of one nation.

● This is the beginning of “Wisdom Literature” (Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of

Solomon) that teaches universal lessons that apply to all people.

● The timing isn’t described. (wealth compared to Abraham… donkeys and cattle…

2000 BC vs David/Solomon… gold & silver… 1000 BC)

● The location is in “Uz” (Not Oz) - far away from Israel

● All characters (including Job) are non-Israelites but believers.

○ Eliphaz the “Temanite”
○ Bildad the “Shuhite”
○ Zophar the “Naamathite”
○ Elihu the “Buzite”

Job 1:1-2:13 PROLOGUE

A Description of Job - He’s in a right relationship with God. The trials don’t come to purify him.

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was

blameless (pastors/elders NT) and upright, and one who feared God and shunned

evil. Job 1:1

The Supernatural Background 1:6-2:10

(God says to Satan) “Have you noticed Job? He’s blameless (not sinless) and

upright!” (Satan says to God… I agree but… ) “Does Job fear God for nothing?”

Satan - the accuser, hasn’t been kicked out of heaven… yet. (Rev 12:7-12) - thinks

Job only follows God because He’s provided Job with wealth) “Have you not put a

hedge around him and his household and everything he has? Job 1:8-10
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Is it wrong to serve God because it’s good for us? Hell sounds like a bad idea.

What is the essence of our salvation? It’s not “religion” it’s about relationship.

A relationship based upon economic advantage is really not a personal relationship at all.

Satan says God has a business contract with Job. God never says, “I’m right, get out”

So how would we be able to tell if this is how Job thinks of his “relationship”? … take away the

paycheck.

But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will

surely curse you to your face.” Job 1:11

The trials do not come to purify Job. The trials come to isolate the answer to …
“Why does Job serve God?”

Satan takes away everything… His wealth… All of his kids… Job is devastated as he buries 10
children. Grief you can’t imagine. Job offers sacrifices just in case one of them has sinned.
Job’s response at the loss of his wealth and children…

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD

came, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” Job 1:21

“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” Job 1:22

(Where does it go from here???)

Chapter 2 Job loses his health…?

Job must have thought no man had ever suffered such pain or such loss. Little did he
know what God was about to allow. His entire body was inflamed with a sore and angry
swelling, eventually covered by one universal boil that stretched from his head to his
feet. His bones ached, his legs began to thicken, his hair fell out, his face swelled and
his voice became hoarse. He could not sleep. Worms crawled in his flesh. Even the
thought of food made him sick. The pain was so intense that he was forced to bite his
own flesh to tear out the boils. His condition was so desperate, his pain so contemptible,
his pain so continual and his shame so complete that his wife finally concluded that Job
should kill himself.

His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!”

He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God,

and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he said.” Job 2:9-10
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The purpose of the dialogue: the ideas are clarified as you talk it through.

What happens in the dialogue: When it’s Zophar’s time to speak he says… “I’ve got

nothing” and instead Job speaks… becomes more and more confident… not “right”.

JOB 3-27 Three Cycles of Dialogue … between really good friends who grieve with Job

First Cycle -

Eliphaz’ first speech … you must have done something to deserve this.

“Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright

ever destroyed? As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow

trouble reap it. Job 4:7-8

“Blessed is the man whom God corrects; so do not despise the discipline of

the Almighty.” Job 5:17 (“this is a good thing Job, just say you sinned so we

can go home” but Job says, “I didn’t sin”)

Bildad’s first speech

Then Bildad the Shuhite replied: How long will you say such things? Your words

are a blustering wind. Does God pervert justice? Does the Almighty pervert what

is right? When your children sinned against him, he gave them over to the

penalty of their sin. (not true) But if you will look to God and plead with the

Almighty, even now he will rouse himself on your behalf and restore you to your

rightful place. Job 8:1-5 (“Job, you’re getting what you deserve”)

God will bless and God will curse depending on your obedience or
disobedience  - Deuteronomy 28
But… they’re not Jewish. Time of Abraham hasn’t been written yet.
But… just because it hasn’t been written doesn't mean God can’t be
working that way.
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Retribution Theology

Righteousness = Prosperity
UN-righteousness = Poverty (financial, social, physical… everything)

1) It’s corporately (the nation of Israel) but not always individually true!

(Jeremiah, Ezekiel & Daniel are good people)

2) And given that, you certainly can’t work from Right to Left on the chart!

You don’t know someone’s heart.

● IF Job assumes the truth of retribution theology THEN can you predict what he
will conclude? They look at the outward fortunes and assume he’s sinned. Job
knows he didn’t sin… there’s been some kind of cosmic bookkeeping error.

Job’s first reply to Bildad

Though one wished to dispute with him (God), he could not answer him one time

out of a thousand… How then can I dispute with him? How can I find words to

argue with him? Though I were innocent, I could not answer him; I could only

plead with my Judge for mercy. Even if I summoned him and he responded, I do

not believe he would give me a hearing. He would crush me with a storm and

multiply  my wounds for no reason. Job 9: 3,14-17

Job’s first reply to Zophar

But I desire to speak to the Almighty and to argue my case with God… Now that

I have prepared my case, I know I will be vindicated. Can anyone bring charges

against me? If so, I will be silent and die. Only grant me these two things, O God,

and then I will not hide from you: Withdraw your hand far from me, and stop

frightening me with your terrors. Then summon me and I will answer, or let me

speak, and you reply. How many wrongs and sins have I committed? Show me

my offense and my sin. Job 13:3, 18-23 (What have I done wrong?)

Second Cycle -
Then know that God has wronged me and drawn his net around me. “Though I

cry, ‘I’ve been wronged?’ I get no response; though I call for help, there is no

justice.’ He has blocked my way so I cannot pass; he has shrouded my paths in

darkness. Job 18:6-8 (God is wrong. God has wronged ME!)

In light of this… Has Satan won?

In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. Job 1:22

(In Chapter 19… he does. Did God see this coming? The hero of the book

is charging God with wrongdoing.)
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 03: Job (Part 2) 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Review: Have someone read Job 1:1-12. Discuss the highlights of this story in its opening 

interaction between God and Satan. 

2. When Dr. Miller said (last session) that Job’s story is an issue of “why Job serves God”, what does 

this mean? 

3. Although we likely won’t face the extremes as Job did, how can we discern the motives for why we 

serve God? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. In Job’s story, what is the difference between questioning God (or even blaming Him) and outright 

rejecting God? 

2. In the dialogue between Job and God, what is God trying to help Job understand? 

3. Consider Dr. Miller’s thought on testing motive. If you can be honest, how would you approach, “If 

I could do [fill in the blank] and no one would ever find out about it… would I do it? Your answer is 

a good indicator of who you’re serving. 

4. Has your approach to the book of Job changed based on these two sessions? If so, how? 



Old Testament Literature
Session 3 - Job Part 2 - Dr. Chris Miller
Special focus on the believer’s motives and mindset on serving God.

Supernatural background & the reason for the trials:
God and Satan are having a discussion on why Job serves God. Satan argues that it’s
a business contract (not a personal relationship), you pay him and he pays you back.
God wants to get to the answer of this important question which is the reason for the
trials. Satan is allowed to take everything away and Job responds beautifully. Yet… Job
eventually sins by charging God with wrongdoing. Half the book is the dialogue
between Job and his 3 friends who think God is just and Job must be getting what he
deserves. There’s a flaw in their use of retribution theology… it applies to Israel as a
whole nation not every individual case, as exceptions occur. You can’t look at
someone's outward condition and tell what’s going on in their heart. We know that Job
is upright, blameless, fears God and turns away from evil. When Job says “I didn’t sin”,
it’s true… initially, until Job declares “God has wronged me!”

So… Has Satan won? … not yet. “He will curse you to your face” (Job 1) means Job
would have to turn away and no longer serve God.

Job’s reflections

Job 29 - The Past: Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God’s intimate
friendship blessed my house, the young men saw me and stepped
aside and the old men rose to their feet; the chief men refrained from
speaking and covered their mouths with their hands;

Job 30 - The Present: And now their sons mock me in song; I have become a byword among
them. They detest me and keep their distant; they do not hesitate to
spit in my face.

Job 31 - Job’s commitment: In all these areas Job is serving God.

Lust: “I made a covenant with my eye not to look lustfully at a girl.
If I have walked into falsehood or my foot has hurried after deceit

He was Just: If I have denied justice to my menservants and maidservants when
they had a grievance against me,

Merciful: If I have denied the desired of the poor or let the eyes of widow grow
weary,

Loyal to God: If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, “you are my
security.

Hospitable: but no stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my door was
always open to the traveler” (important Middle Eastern value)

Handled the Land Well: “if my land cries out against me and all its furrows are wet
with tears, (Job the land it’s Sabbath rest Genesis 21)
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Sermon on the Mount: Jesus says, “You’ve heard it said… but I say unto you…”
Jesus isn’t taking something easy to do in the 10 Commandments and making it much harder
when it has to do with the heart. Jesus is disagreeing with how the Pharisees understood it.
He’s saying, “This is what the Old Testament Law always required”. This much higher level of
righteousness is embedded in the Old Testament and you see it here with Job.

Job Chapter 32-42 Post-Dialogue

The Speeches of Elihu (friend #4 kept his mouth shut until now), 32-27

1. I can’t say that Job has sinned (contra E, B & Z)
2. I can say that God in NOT wrong (contra Job)

The Interaction between God & Job, 38-42 YHWH speaks

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm.

He said: ‘Who is this that obscures my plans with words without knowledge?
Brace yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer me. (It’s
meant to be confrontational)
“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me, if you understand.
Who marked off it’s dimensions? Surely you know! (sarcasm)
Who stretched a measuring line across it? “Who shut up the sea behind doors
when it burst forth from the womb, when I made the clouds its garment and
wrapped it in thick darkness, when I fixed limits for it and set its doors and bars in
place, when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; here is where your
proud waves halt’?
Have you ever given orders to the morning, or shown the dawn its place,
What is the way to the place where the lightning is dispersed, or the place where
the east winds are scattered over the earth?
Does the rain have a father? Who fathers the drops of dew?
“Can you raise your voice to the clouds and cover yourself with a flood of water?
Do you send the lightning bolts on their way? Do they report to you, ‘Here we
are’? Job 38

God’s agenda is totally different from ours… He doesn’t answer any questions. YHWH (Judge)
is coming to speak to Job (mortal) but the big question is… WHY?
Job starts to feel the freedom to question God. Job’s view of himself is inflated while his view
of God is deflated. God wants Job to see that he doesn't know everything.

The LORD said to Job:

“Will the one who contends with the Almighty correct him? Let him who accuses
God answer him!”  Then Job answered the LORD: “ A am unworthy - how can I
reply to you? I put my handover my mouth. I spoke once, but I have no answer -
twice, but I will say no more.” Job 40
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The LORD said to Job: (Round #2 because Job didn’t get it)

Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: “Brace yourself like a man; I will
question you, and you shall answer me. “Would you discredit my justice? (chapter
19) Would you condemn me to justify yourself? Do you have an arm like God’s
and can your voice thunder like his? Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor,
and clothe yourself in honor and majesty. Unleash the fury of your wrath, look at
all who are proud and bring them low.. (God gives grace to the humble)
“Look at Behemoth, which I made along with you and which feeds on grass like
an ox. “Can you pull in Leviathan with a fishhook or tie down its tongue with a
rope? Can you put a cord through his nose or pierce its jaw with a hook?
Will it keep begging you for mercy? Will it speak to you with gentle words?
If you lay a hand on it, you will remember the struggle and never do it again! Any
hope of subduing it is false; the mere sight of it is overpowering.
No one is fierce enough to rouse it. Who then is able to stand against me?
Who has a claim against me that I must pay? Everything under heaven belongs to
me. Job 40

Then Job replied to the LORD:

“I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. You
asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of
things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know.
“You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer
me.’ My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. (deeper insight
into who God is) Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes. (not for
sin but for charging God of wrongdoing. Knowing who He is, Job just wants to
serve him. Job doesn’t care what happens to him. Job trusts him and it’s simply
about his relationship with him) Job 42

If I serve God because it’s good for me:

Am I serving Him at all? (the question is about motive)

The effect of both action and non-action for human approval is to push the presence of God
aside as irrelevant and to subject ourselves to the human kingdom. In both avoiding evil and
doing good, our respect should be for God alone. We may think it is okay to avoid evil for fear of
being seen, for in any case we do avoid evil. But that only shows we have no respect for God
and would disobey him but for the opinions of others.

Dallas Willard--- The Divine Conspiracy, p. 200

Here’s how to test your motive: Think of the thing that’s especially tempting for you and ask
yourself… If I could do… X and no one would ever find out about it… would I do it? Your
answer is a good indicator of who you’re serving.

God asks you

1. Will you be blameless and upright?

2. Why? = the message of Job. Having seen who the God of the universe really is… I will
serve him and I don’t care what else happens. He has a plan for my life and I’ll
completely put it in His care = a relationship with God which just won’t quit.
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 04: Psalms (Part 1) 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. What are the most popular Psalms (in your experience) and where do you hear them mentioned most 

often? 

2. What are the reasons, in your opinion, people gravitate toward reading The Psalms? Come up with 

2-3 reasons. 

3. Have someone read Psalm 6. Describe how this feels like you are reading someone’s diary or 

personal journal. 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. What does it mean that The Psalms serve as Israel’s prayer book? What can we learn from this? 

2. Most people ignore the headings or “undiscernible” words in each of the Psalms. However, please 

discuss the meaning of the following words and how they tell us how to approach the Psalm: Maskil; 

Mikhtam; to the choir director; song of ascents; gittith; Selah. 

3. Have someone read Psalm 1. Based on what we know about the purpose of the Psalms, why is this 

Psalm possibly an introduction to the book?   



Old Testament Literature
Session 4  - Psalms Part 1 - Dr. Chris Miller

Israel’s Prayer Book
Or… Deuteronomy in daily doses
Or… “What would Jesus think” … look in the Psalms.

When were they written?

Date 1400 BC 1000          931 586       500
Time Moses David     Solomon Divided Kingdom Exile    Return
Psalm 90 *most of the Psalms 137      1296

were written here (time of peace- the arts flourished)

Who wrote them?

David 73 - 49% (almost ½ the psalms) Sons of Korah (workers in the temple) 11 - 7 %
Asaph (one of the choir directors) 12 - 8% Heman and Ethan 2 - 1 %
Moses and Solomon 3 -  2 % Anonymous 49 - 33%

How were they Organized?

146 Hallelu-YAH    147 Hallelu-YAH    148 Hallelu-YAH    149 Hallelu-YAH   150 Hallelu-YAH

Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty heavens!
Praise him for his acts of power; praise him for his surpassing greatness!
Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, praise him with the harp and lyre,
praise him with timbrel and dancing, praise him with the strings and pipe,
praise him with the clash of cymbals, praise him with resounding cymbals. Let
everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD! Psalm 150

Elijah - El (God - Elohim) i (my) jah (Yahweh)  - My God is Yahweh

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel from everlasting to Everlasting!
Amen and Amen. Ps 41:13

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, Who alone does wondrous things.
Blessed be his glorious name forever; May the whole earth be filled with his
glory! Amen and Amen! Ps 72:18-19

Blessed be the LORD forever
Amen and Amen! Ps 89:52

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, From everlasting to everlasting!
And let all the people say, “Amen!: Praise the LORD! Ps 106
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May the LORD GOD of Israel be BLESSED FOREVER, AMEN & AMEN

Blessed is the one who meditates in TORAH Psalm 1

Blessed is the one who trusts in MESSIAH Psalm 2 (2 Sam 7 -  Son of David)

Book 1 Psalms 3 - 41 Prayers of David
Book 2 Psalms 42 - 72 Lament… wicked in charge, sin, sickness, death, injustice happens
Book 3 Psalms 73 - 89
Book 4 Psalms 90 - 106
Book 5 Psalms 107-150 Hope and Praise of God for deliverance that will come by

faith because Messiah will come and make everything right.
The believing life OT and NT is always forward thinking.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. Matt 5:4 (doesn’t say now)

Title Hebrew title is Tehillim = Praise Greek title (LXX) Psalmos = Songs “Praise Songs”

LXX - 70 - OT written in Hebrew (some Aramaic). Around 200 BC, Alexander the Great
takes over, more people speak Greek than Hebrew.
Septuagint - 70 scholars translate the Hebrew OT into Greek.
Paul and NT authors are quoting from the Septuagint.

Technical words - Appear in the heading of each Psalm.

Some describe CONTENT
MaSKIL = teach us to be SKILful at living, see what you can learn to be a better person

Maskil of the Sons of Korah - Ps 44
Maskil of Asaph Ps 74
Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite - Ps 89
Maskil of David - Ps 32, Ps 55, 142
(Ps 32 & 51 post Bathsheba… I will help people learn what I have

learned)

Mikhtam = witty, ingenious poem
(From the dawn of creation, some songs were meant to persist. Newsboys)

Some describe the TIME

to the choir director = public worship & temple choir
song of ascents = on the way UP to Jerusalem (Ps 120 -135)

Some describe the MELODY or INSTRUMENT

gittith = stringed instrument (guitar) Shoshanim = a melody/tune (eg 45, 69, 80)
Al-tashheth = a melody (57, 58, 75)

Others give DIRECTIONS

Selah = “Pause & think about it,” musical interlude (46 3X, 39 2X…)

Others are OBSCURE
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Mahalath, Leonnoth (no clue what they mean)
Types of Psalms: (in order of importance)

Thanksgiving 100,104-5

Individual Praise, Lament 11, 42

National Lament 90

Royal 2, 45 (king and ultimate King - Messiah)

Songs of Zion 43

A mountain on which they put Jerusalem - metaphor for the entire nation,
“Zionist” - a very patriotic, nationalistic Jewish person - get rid of all Palestinians.

Confessional 32, 51 (Penitential)
Imprecatory 109, 137 (harch, judgment on God’s enemies)

Messianic 110, 2, 22

Wisdom 1,127 (focus on the Torah)

What are Psalms?

Much more than a list of songs…
They really show the heart and what is “normal”  for the believer in a fallen world.
Will Intellect Emotions - Christians don’t have to be purely logical.

Psalm 1

More than the first psalm… INTRODUCTION to the entire book with a focus on the
good Torah of God.

Blessed is the man who walks not in the council of the wicked, (Jesus

spends time with the sinners and Pharisees but does not go to them for

advice) nor stands in the way of sinners, but his delight is in the law (life

giving instruction from the Word of God) of the LORD, and on his law he

meditates day and night. He is like a tree (opposite of verse 4) planted by

streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, (deep rooted) and its

leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. (not

rooted in God’s Word, stable) Therefore the wicked will not stand in the

judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; for the LORD

knows the way of the righteous but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Psalm 2

More than a second psalm… INTRODUCTION to the entire book with a focus on
the Messiah of God. (David was a Messiah, anointed king, a foreshadowing)

Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? (against

David and Jesus) The kings of the earth set themselves, and the

rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his

Anointed, (Messiah) saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and

cast away their cords from us”. He who sits in the heavens

laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. (When Jesus is in his

trial, Jesus doesn't have to defend himself, everything is in

God’s control)

Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his

fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy

hill.” (David and in the future with Jesus)

I will tell of the decree: The Lord said to me, “You are my Son;

today I have begotten you. (said at Jesus’s baptism and Mount

of Transfiguration) Ask of me, and I will make the nations your

heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall

break them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a

potter’s vessel.”

Now therefore, O Kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the

earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss

the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his

wrath is quickly kindled. (the Messiah who will come and fix

things is the answer to all of our laments)

Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 05: Psalms (Part 2) 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

Group Project: Have someone read Psalm 110. As best as you can (even if you must use some outside 

resources), determine what this Psalm of David is teaching 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

Group Project: Now that you have heard Dr. Miller’s teaching concerning Psalm 110, how has your 

view of this Psalm changed? 

1. Is reading through David’s deepest thoughts like reading Jesus’ thoughts? 

2. As you read the Psalms, is Jesus talking to you? How can this “genre” of writing impact our 

relationship with God? 



Old Testament Literature
Session 5  - Psalms Part 2 - Dr. Chris Miller
Details about the Messianic Psalms

The 2nd focus of the Psalms: Messiah: King-Deliverer
If you want to know what Jesus said while on the cross then look in the gospels.
If you want to know what Jesus was thinking while on the cross… look in the psalms.

Psalm 110 - Really Important -

The most “directly Messianic” of all the Psalms
Quoted more than any other psalm in the NT by:

1) Jesus - Just before he was crucified
2) Peter - At Pentecost
3) The author of Hebrews - says goodbye to Law

Palm Sunday Triumphal Entry
Monday Heated debate
Tuesday Heated debate - Teaching on Psalm 110 -  Judas arranges to betray Jesus
Wednesday Day of Rest in Bethany
Thursday
Friday Cross - Crucify him!

While the Pharisees were gathering together, Jesus asked them, “What do you

think about Christ? Whose son is he?” “The son of David,” they replied.

(Prophesy: Messiah will come from David’s line) He said to them, “How is it then

that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him ‘Lord’? For he says, “The LORD

(YHWH) said ‘my Lord’ (Adonai, “my master or boss”,  reference to Messiah): “Sit

at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.” If then David calls him

‘Lord’, (someone who is my master) how can he be his son?

No one could say a word in reply, and from that day on no one dared to ask

him any more questions. Matthew 22:41-46

If David calls him “Lord” (Adonai) how is he his son?

Jesse… David… Solomon… Son of David. It’s a matter of respect.  Jesus as Messiah has
only been implied until now.

This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore

exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the

promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you Yourselves are seeing

and hearing. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but himself says, “The

LORD said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your

footstool.” Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God had

made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified. Now when they
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heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the

apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter Said to them, “Repent and be

baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your

sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Peter’s Pentecost Sermon Acts 2: 32-38

KING: The LORD will extend your might scepter from Zion;

You will rule in the midst of your enemies. Psalm 110:2

PRIEST: The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind:
“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek Psalm 110:4

Abram meets Melchizedek (after he rescues his nephew Lot).

And Melchizedek, king of (Jeru)Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was

a priest of God Most High.) And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram

by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most

High, who has delivered you enemies into Your hand!” And Abram gave him

a tenth of everything.  Genesis 14

2000 BC Melchizedek King & Priest

1446 BC Moses King from line of Judah - Priest from line of Levi (balance of power) Gen 49

33 AD Jesus King and Priest - Psalm 110, Hebrews 5-7

The Priestly Order of Melchizedek in Hebrews 7

Now if perfection was through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it

the people received the Law), what further need was there for another priest

to arise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be designated

according to the order of Aaron? For when the priesthood is changed, of

necessity there takes place a change of law also. (The priesthood is

foundational… not the law. This is why we don’t follow the Old Testament)

Priesthood Writing Writing
Writings Prophets Prophets
Prophets LAW (Repair Manual) LAW New Testament
LAW Aaron’s Priesthood (Car 1st) Jesus’ Priesthood

1 “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me” (spoken by Jesus on the cross)

6-7 insults - despised by all people, all who see me mock me

8 “let the Lord rescue him” (on the cross, Jesus isn’t calling for Elijah, it’s Ps 22)

14 “poured out like water” (John quotes this when the centurion's spear him)

15 physical description of cross   16 “pierced hands and feet” (literal)

18 “divided garments, cast lots” (literal) Psalm 22
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● Was David thinking prophetically about Jesus?
● Was David thinking historically about David? (possible similarities)

Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I looked for

Sympathy, but there was none, for comforters, but I found none.

(Disciples flee and leave Jesus totally alone)  Psalm 69:20

4 They hate me without cause, restore what I did not steal (substitutionary

atonement)  7-8 I’ve become a stranger to my brothers, alien to my mother’s

children (Jesus’ brothers) 9 Zeal for your house consumes me (quoted by John

about Temple) 20 Jesus’ feelings on the cross 21They put gall in my water and

vinegar on my food (the cross) 29 I am inflicted and in pain (cross) 5 “You know my

folly, my guilt is not hidden from you” Ps 69:5 Jesus’ own sin…??!!

Absalom’s Revolt
The King, David The Trusted Friend, Ahithophil The Helper, Hushai

1000 yrs later…
The King, Jesus The Trusted Friend, Judas The Helper

Absolom wants to be king, he gathers Israel & spreads rumors about his dad, David. At the last
minute he sees the mob marching to Jerusalem and runs out of town to save himself and fight
another day. Loyal friend Hushai wants to go with him, David tells him to stay back as a spy
and pledge your allegiance to Absolom. Wise Ahithophil says “Go after David now while he’s
unorganized, If you delay you’re dead”. Hushai says “Your dad David is a wise man, wait 3
days… then you’ll win”. Ahithophil, who betrayed David, kills himself but David takes back the
throne.

Even my close friend, whom I trusted, He who shared my bread, Has lifted his heel

against me. Psalm 41:9

“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But this is to

fulfill scripture: He who shares my bread has lifted up his heel against me.‘

… After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified. “I tell

you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.‘ John 13:18,21 @last supper

May their place be deserted: let there be no one to dwell in their tents. Ps 69:25

May his days be few; May another take his place of leadership Ps 109:8

(With the reward he got for his wickedness. Judas bought a  field; there he

fell headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out.) “For,”

said Peter, “it is written in the book of Psalms, “May his place be deserted;

Let there be no one to dwell in it,” and, “May another take his place of

leadership.” Acts 1:18-20
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Event Jesus David
Kings of Israel yes yes
Born in Bethlehem yes yes
Betrayed by close associates yes yes
The betrayer commits suicide yes yes
The method of suicide is hanging yes yes
The King is eventually restored yes yes

A Key to the Messianic Psalms

● God so planned David’s life that it has many, many parallels to the life of Messiah
(David’s “Son”).

● Thus, by divine design (though perhaps, sometimes NOT by David’s design),
many psalms refer to BOTH persons at the same time!

○ The Author (Holy Spirit, ultimate author of all) knows it’s prophetic. Jesus will be
completely forsaken.

○ The author (David) may not know the fullness. David was
probably speaking about his own life in Psalm 22.

● So, is reading through David’s deepest thoughts like reading
Jesus’ thoughts?

● David writes 73 psalms. The experiences of David, king of Israel, are reflected
in the life of Jesus and you can see it in the Gospel.

“A man after God’s own heart… the sweet psalmist of Israel.” 1 Sam 13:14

● Can I read the psalms of David and see the heart of Jesus? Absolutely yes.
My high priest sympathizes with me. God so planned one’s life that it reflects
the other.

● As I read the psalms, is Jesus talking to me? Absolutely yes.
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 06: Ecclesiastes (Part 1) 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Would God fit into my circle of friends? Would God be any fun as a friend? 

2. If you feel comfortable, share the point in life where you have experienced the most pain? 

3. Based on these difficult experiences, doesn’t this life feel disappointing? Why or why not? How do 

we wrestle with the difficulties of life but also live life with meaning now? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Work with your group to write down a 1-2 sentence definition of vanity. 

2. Describe, with detail, the goal of Solomon writing Ecclesiastes. 

3. Discuss the three points of the survey of Ecclesiastes: 

a. All of life is affected by the curse. 

b. Nobody remembers people 

c. Generations won’t know the great men from the past 



Old Testament Literature
Session 6 - Ecclesiastes Part 1 - Dr. Chris Miller

Ecclesiastes gets at our view of who God is and what He’s like.

● Would God fit in my circle of friends? Would God be any fun as a friend?
● If it wasn’t about Salvation… would you even like the person of God?

“What comes into our minds when we think about God
is the most important thing about us.” A.W. Tozer

Various Views

● Bruce Waltke - Leading Hebrew Scholar of our generation.
“Ecclesiastes is the most misunderstood book in the entire Bible”

● Old Scofield Reference Bible - original study Bible 1917 - 1980 - only one available
Conclusions and reasonings of a man -- not truth from God.
Filled with the kind of reasoning you want to AVOID!

“Inspiration sets down accurately what passes, but the conclusions and
reasonings are, after all, man’s.” By the inspiration of God, words are
accurately recorded … but the lies of Satan in Genesis 3 weren’t true.

○ But… Solomon is the author, “Son of David”, many parallels between the
“Author” of this book and the way Solomon is described elsewhere in 1 Kings…
his money, wisdom, servants, and building projects.

○ The conclusion of the book says: these are “delightful words” and “words of
truth”; they are like “well driven nails, given by One Shepherd”
Truth you can hang your life on. Ps 23… “Yahweh is my Shepherd”.

● Ecclesiastes Total Life By Walter C. Kaiser, Jr (OT Scholar,Pastor)

Look at Solomon’s Life: reigned 40 years from 970 BC to 930 BC

Near to God… Solomon asked for Wisdom

(Enjoy Life) At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a

dream, and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.”

Solomon answered,… “give your servant a discerning heart to govern

your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able

to govern this great people of yours?” 1 Kings 3:5,7-9

Then Far from God… accumulates horses, gold & foreign wives who turn his heart
(Vanity - Emptiness) away from the Lord. God sends discipline against him to turn

Solomon around.

Finally Turns Around…  and he writes out his testimony. (Ecclesiates)
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There is nothing better for a man than to eat and drink and tell himself that his
labor is good. This also I have seen, that it is from the hand of God. For who can
eat and who can have enjoyment without Him? (God enables us to enjoy life)
For to the person who is good in his sight. He has given wisdom and knowledge
and joy, while to the sinner he has given the task of gathering and collecting
so that he may give to one who is good in God’s sight. This too is vanity and
striving after wind. Ecc 2:24-26

Problems?

● “Vanity” or “meaninglessness” (NIV) most of the time refers to ALL people, not just the
sinner!

But if a man lives many years, and rejoice in them all; yet let him remember
the days of darkness; for they shall be many. All that cometh is vanity Ecc 11:8

then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return to
God who gave it, ‘Vanity of vanities’, says the Preacher, ‘all is vanity!’ Ecc
12:7-8

● Kaiser is RIGHT when he says that God gives the ability to enjoy life and is pleased
when we do so, BUT whatever this “vanity” is, everyone, not just the sinner is getting
a full dose of it.

“Vanity! Vanity” says the teacher. “All is vanity! Everything is vanity!”
”Vanity! Vanity! Says the teacher. “All is vanity!” Ecc 1:2, 12:8

Importance & Definition of “Vanity”

Note the bookending of the word… (1:2;12:8) From the dictionary: Not “meaningless”
Transience, perplexity, vapor… but where does this come from?
Where else in Scripture is the concept defined?

I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with
that will be revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for
the sons of God to be revealed. For the creation was subjected to
vanity, (the trouble that comes from the curse of Genesis 3) not by
its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that
the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God. Rom 8

Then to Adam He said, “... Cursed is the ground because of you; In toil you shall
eat of it all the days of your life. Both thorns and thistles it shall grow for you;
by the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground,
because from it you were taken; For you are dust, and to dust you shall
return. (death) Gen 3:17-19

the fate of the sons of men and the fate of beasts is the same. As one dies so
dies the other, indeed they all have the same breath and there is no advantage
for man over beast, for all is vanity. All go to the same place, All came from
the dust and all return to the dust. “Under the sun” (as far as life right now
is concerned) the curse will get you just like it gets roadkill. Ecc 3:19-20
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Fuller Definition

Futility, Frustration, limitation and ultimately death which every person experiences
as a result of living in a sin-cursed world.

Or succinctly: “Life as a result of the curse”

Flat tires… a part of real life. Broken relationship. Bad Weather. Flu. Bad breath.
Cancer… happens to all of us. Bills bigger than a paycheck. Car accidents. Death
of a parent, a friend, of me.

Solomon’s Goal? Show us how to approach life AFTER Eden and BEFORE the kingdom.

Eden (perfect) PERFECT LIFE Future Kingdom (life will be perfect again)
Now

CURSE (“Under the Sun”)

Survey of the book - Ecclesiastes Chapter 1-11

Major point: All of life is affected by the curse!!!

“Vanity, vanity, laments the Teacher, Absolute vanity. Everything
is vanity! Ecc 1:2 What does man gain from all his labor at which
he toils under the sun, a generation comes and a generation goes
but the earth remains forever.
(don’t you understand how wrong it is? The world is turned upside
down) Ecc 1:3-4

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our
likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the
birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over
all the creatures that move along the ground.” Genesis 1:26
(before the curse Adam and Eve are supposed to rule over
it - it’s hard when you’re six feet under)

The sun rises and the sun sets, and hurries back to where it
rises.
The wind blows to the south and turns to the north; round and
round it goes, ever returning on its course. All streams flow into
the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come
from, there they return again. Ecc 1:5-7 (The earth is eternal but
people are temporal)

The Problem: Nobody remembers people

There is no remembrance of men of old and even those who
are yet to come will not be remembered by those who follow. Ecc
1:11

The Biggest Tragedy: Generations won’t know the great men from the past.
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 07: Ecclesiastes (Part 2) 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. If you remove anything “spiritual,” what are your greatest pleasures in life? Have each person in 

your group communicate at least one. 

2. If you had to narrow down what the world finds pleasurable, what would that be? 

3. In your opinion, why do pleasures only seem to bring temporary happiness? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. When Dr. Miller talks about finding a cure for the curse, what does he mean? 

2. How are we guilty of trying to find fulfillment in the pursuit of pleasure, intellect, and work? If you 

had to choose one of these areas that you most find pleasure in (pleasure, intellect, work), which 

would it be and why? 

3. After sitting through classes on the book of Ecclesiastes, how would you describe its overall 

purpose? 

4. In your opinion, what do you think is the key verse in Ecclesiastes? 



THEOLOGY II: Wisdom Literature
Session 4 - Ecclesiastes Part 2 - Dr. Chris Miller

You can’t begin to find a cure for the curse while on earth (under the sun).

He says this because tried three “cures” (sensuality, intellectualism & work) and ultimately
found them useless. None of these will cure the pain of the curse.

What is twisted cannot be straightened; what is lacking cannot be counted.
Ecclesiastes 1:15

Main argument: Obey, God wants you to enjoy your life, Ecclesiastes 1:11

Sensuality (the pursuit of pleasure) is ineffective, Ecc 2:1-11  (feel away the curse)

I thought in my heart, “Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out
what is good.” But that also proved to be vanity. Laughter, (good clean fun)
I said, is foolish. And what does pleasure accomplish? Ecc 2:1-2

I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly - my mind still guiding
me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under
heaven during the few days of their lives. Ecc 2:3

I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards. I
made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them. Ecc 2:4-5

I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces. I
acquired men and women singers, and a harem as well the delights of the heart
of man. Ecc 2:8

I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My
heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor. Yet
when I survived all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve,
everything was vanity, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under
the sun. Ecc 2:10-11

Intellectualism is ineffective, the pursuit of wisdom is fruitless,  Ecc 2:12-17
(think away the curse)

Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also madness and folly.
What more can the king’s successor do than what has already been done? I
saw that wisdom is better than folly, just as light is better than darkness. The
wise man has eyes in his head, while the fool walks in the darkness; but I
came to realize that the same fate overtakes them both. (they’re both going
to die)
For wise man, like the fool, will not be long remembered; in days to come
both will be forgotten. Like the fool, the wise man too must die! So I hated
life, because the work that is done under the sun was grievous to me. All of
it is vanity, a chasing after the wind. Ecc 2:12-17

The pursuit of labor is ineffective (empty) , Ecc 2:16–6:9  (work away the curse)
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I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them
to the one who comes after me. And who knows whether he will be a wise
man or a fool? Yet he will have control over all the work into which I have
poured my effort and skill under the sun. This too is vanity. So my heart began
to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun. For a man may do his
work with wisdom, knowledge and skill, and then he must leave all he owns to
someone who has not worked for it. This too is vanity and a great
misfortune. Ecc 2:18-21

A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his
work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without Him who can eat or
find enjoyment? To the man who pleases Him, God gives wisdom, knowledge
and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up
wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God. This too is vanity, a
chasing after the wind. Ecc 2:24-26

Although there is no immediate “cure” for the pain of the curse, God wants you to be deeply
satisfied in life so when you feel the curse closing in, and you’re tempted to run…

Every one of us feels the pain of the curse in different ways: loneliness, rejection, failure,
guilt, or not getting what you want…

you will only find that satisfaction if you turn to Him not away from Him toward your own
“cure” (pleasure, work, ect)

There is a time APPOINTED for everything and season for every
activity under heaven:a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to heal and a time to kill,

a time to build and time to tear down a time to laugh and a time to weep,

a time to dance and a time to mourn, a time to gather stones and a time to
scatter them,

a time to embrace and a time to refrain, a time to search and time to give up,

a time to keep and a time to throw away, a time to mend and a time to tear.

a time to mend and a time to be silent, a time to love and a time to hate,

a time for peace and a time for war. Ecc 3:1-8

You can’t simply “choose red” and avoid the blue! The curse will find its way into your life in
significant ways because it is appointed.

I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good
while they live. That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all
his toil; this is the gift of God.
Man’s fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one
dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; man has no advantage over
the animal. Everything is subject to the curse. All go to the same place; all
come from dust, and to dust all return. So I saw that there is nothing better
for a man than to enjoy his work, because that is his lot. Ecc 3:12-13, 19-22
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Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun:
I saw the tears of the oppressed and they had no comforter; power was on the
side of their oppressors… And I declared that the dead, who had already died,
are happier than the living, who are still alive. Ecc 4:1-2

Then I realized that it is good and proper for a man to eat and drink, and to
find satisfaction in his toilsome labor under the sun during the few days of life
God has given him for this is his lot. Moreover, when God gives any man wealth
and possessions, and enables him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy
in his work, this is a gift of God. (4th time) He seldom reflects on the days of
his life, because God keeps him occupied with gladness of heart. Ecc 5:18-20

● There are 2 things that will keep you from enjoying life so watch out for them.

○ Even though the curse makes it hard…1-6

○ Even though Man does not know… God intends that the man enjoy life as a
gift 6:11

Introduction, Ecc 6:10-12

For who knows what is good for a man in life, during the few and vain
days he passes through like a shadow? Who can tell him what will happen
under the sun afterwards? Ecc 6:12

Man does not know WHAT IS GOOD, Ecc 6:7-8

Are you having a good or a bad day? Are you sure?
You may not really know. God might be working a bad day for good.
Do we care more about who we are or how we look?

Man does not know THE FUTURE, Ecc 6:9-11 (but we worry about it… a lot)

A good name (character) is better than a fine perfume, (It’s better to be good
than to appear good) It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a
house of feasting, (causes you to examine your life) for death is the destiny of
every man; the living should take this to heart. It is better to heed a wise man’s
rebuke than to listen to the song of fools. Ecc 7:1-2, 5

I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and
what they do are in God’s hands, but no man knows whether love or hate
awaits him. We either worry about it, or effectively only live in it.
Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it
is now that God favors what you do. Always be clothed in white and always
anoint your head with oil. Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days
of this cursed life that God has given you... For this is your lot in life and in your
toilsome labor under the sun. Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all
your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor
planting nor knowledge nor wisdom. Ecc 9:1, 7-10
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Give portions to seven, yes to eight, for you do not know what disaster may
come upon the land. (Don’t put all your eggs in 1 basket - diversify)
If clouds are full of water, they pour rain upon the earth. Whether a tree falls
to the south or to the north, in the place where it falls, there it will lie.
Sow your seed in the morning, and at evening let not your hands be idle, for
you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both
will do equally well. Ecc 11:2-3, 6

Exhortation and Conclusion, Ecc 11-12
Exhortation, 11:7-12:8 Introduction, 11:7-8    Conclusion, 11:9-12:7

Light is sweet, and it pleases the eyes to see the sun. However many years a
man may live, let him enjoy them all. (This is a command) But let him
remember the days of the darkness, for they will be many. Everything to come
is vanity.-- as age increases so does the grip of the curse. (your body breaks
down) Be happy, young man, while you are young, and let your heart give you
joy in the days of your youth. Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your
eyes see, but know that for all these things God will bring you to judgment. So
then, banish anxiety from your heart and cast off the troubles of your body, for
youth and vigor are vanity. Ecc 11:7-10

Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble
come and the years approach when you will say. I find no pleasure in them
before the sun and the light and the moon and the stars grow dark,
(cataracts).... when the keepers of the house tremble, and the strong man stoop,
when the grinders cease (teeth fall out) because they are few. when men are
afraid of heights and of dangers in the streets; when the almond tree blossoms
and the grasshopper drags himself along and desire no longer is stirred. The
man goes to his eternal home and mourners go about the streets. and the dust
returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
Vanity! Vanity! Says the Teacher. Everything is Vanity! Ecc 12:1-8

Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God
and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. Or
“This will make a man whole”. Ecc 12:13

Would God be any fun as a friend?
If you knew him as he really is, there is no one else you’d rather be with. Don’t look at Him
through the lens of the curse.

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they
may have life, and have it to the full. -Jesus “

He wasn’t just talking about eternity. Take comfort and safety out of your prayers… we’re
talking about full enjoyment. Follow Him and your life will be satisfying.

The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness

and the world’s deep hunger meet.” - Frederich Buechner
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 08: Proverbs 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Many people talk about the “keys to life.” Work with your group to come up with 3 pieces of advice 

you would give a 13 year-old about the keys to flourishing in life. 

2. To flourish in life, we are told that we must be wise. What does being wise mean? 

3. When you open the book of Proverbs, what comes to mind? What do you think is the purpose of 

Proverbs as wisdom literature? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Who is the audience of Proverbs? What is the purpose of Proverbs? 

2. Group Project: Read Proverbs 1:10-19 and answer the following questions: 

a. What is the struggle here? 

b. Can you list specific ways our society gives into this? 

c. Is this a big deal to us? 

d. Is it important to God? 



THEOLOGY II: Wisdom Literature
Session 5 - Proverbs - Dr. Chris Miller

Wisdom Literature - God’s design for humans to flourish
Job - except when they don’t Ecclesiastes - Curse, pain, suffering, death

PROVERBS - the heart of what wisdom is all about.

What is “wisdom”?

● From Dictionary.com (21st century AD):
○ 1) Knowing lots of stuff AND
○ 2) Knowing how to use it

● From ancient times (21st century BC):

A universal search, to learn by observation of the world and human experience
how the Creator designed the creation to function and then ordering one’s
behavior in accordance with that plan to achieve life as it’s supposed to be.

The uniqueness of wisdom literature

God gives knowledge directly to Man… “Thus saith the Lord” (62 of 66 books)
With Wisdom Literature… Man connects the dots (experiences) and finds the
same thing happens over and over again. But there are times that don’t fit the
pattern. (Jesus in the temple. Unsaved parents don’t understand being a
missionary) “A wise child (usually) brings joy to her parents” Prov 10:1

Structure & Context (1-9)

Proverbs 1:1-7 Introduction & Purpose

Proverbs 1:8-33 Two Appeals to Youth

○ 2-4 Encouragement towards Wisdom +

○ 5-8 Warnings against Folly -

Proverbs 9:1-18 Two Appeals to Youth

Proverbs 10-22 Anthology of Solomon’s Proverbs

Proverbs 23-30 Various collections

Proverbs 31, the final example of wisdom

Introduction to the book: Audience and purpose!
Proverbs 1:4 To make the simple (naive) wise - we all start out this way

Proberts 1:5 To make the wise even wiser

for giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discretion to the
young-  let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get
guidance - Prov 1:4-5

1



Listen, MY SON, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake Prov 1:8

MY SON, if sinners entice you, do not give in to them. Prov 1:10

MY SON, do not go along with them, do not set foot on their paths; Prov 1:15

MY SON, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, Prov 2:11

MY SON, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, Prov 3:1

MY SON, do not despise the LORD’s discipline and do not resent his rebuke,  Pr 3:11

MY SON, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your
sight; Prov 3:21

MY SON, accept what I say, & the years of your life will be many. Prov 4:10

MY SON, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my words. Prov 4:20

MY SON, pay attention to my wisdom, listen well to my words of insight,
Prov 5:1

Why be captive, MY SON, by an adultress? Why embrace the bosom of another
man’s wife? Prov 5:20

MY SON, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in
pledge for another. Prov 6:1

Then do this, MY SON, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor’s hands;
Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! Prov 6:3

MY SON, keep your father’s commands and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.
.  Prov 6:20

MY SON, keep my words and store up my commands within you.  Prov 7:1

Stop listening to instruction, MY SON, and you will stray from the words of knowledge.
Prov 19:27

MY SON, if your heart is wise, then my heart will be glad;  Prov 23:15

Listen, MY SON, and be wise, and keep your heart on the right path.  Prov 23:19

MY SON, give me your heart and let your eyes keep to my ways, Prov 23:26

Eat honey, MY SON, for it is good; honey from the comb is sweet to your taste.

Fear the LORD and the king, MY SON, and do not join with the rebellious,  Prov 24:21

Be wise, MY SON, and bring joy to my heart; then I can answer anyone who treats me
with contempt.  Prov 27:11

2



But, the book does not neglect daughters. Wisdom is embodied as female, i.e. “Lady
Wisdom” Hebrew for wisdom, hochma, is feminine.

● Survey

Notice the CONTRASTS & COUNTERFEITS

Read over Proverbs 1:10-19 then answer the question:

My son, if sinful men entice you, do not give in to them, If they say, “Come
along with us; let’s lie in wait for innocent blood, let’s ambush some
harmless soul; let’s swallow them alive, like the grave, and whole, like
those who go down in the pit; we will get all sorts of valuable things and
fill our houses with plunder; cast lots with us; we will all show the
loot” my son, do not go along with them, do not set foot on the paths;  for
their feet rush into evil, they are swift to shed blood. How useless to
spread a net where every bird can see it! These men lie in wait for their
own blood; they ambush only themselves! Such are the paths of all who
go after ill-gotten gain; it takes away the life of those who get it.

Prov 1:10-19 not Genesis 1:26-28

When was the last time you struggled with chapter 1?
What actually is the struggle/ counterfeit?
1:13, getting money through______ instead of______

■ Stealing versus work
■ Taking versus giving (providing service)
■ No effort versus effort

● Can you list specific ways that our society gives in to this?
Pirating movies and music.
Water cup slips under the Mountain Dew at Chipotle

● Can you list specific ways that we as students give in?
Cheating on a test - stealing the results of someone else’s work
Plagiarism.
Don’t try to take shortcuts.

● Is the topic really that big a deal to us or is it just Dr. MIller’s thing?

● Is it important to God?

Work is at the center of who God is, and is at the core of our identity, Genesis 1-2
We are made in the image of a creative worker and given the baton to continue
His work of ruling! (work so hard on the 6 days that you need a day or rest)

Still valid even after the Genesis 3 though the fall does make a huge difference
between work and toil (what it turns into after the curse)
It continues in Wisdom literature - Sluggard, Ant and others
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“I have glorified you, Father, on earth by finishing the work
you gave me to do.”  - Jesus’ words, John 17:4

What is the work God has given you to do?

What is the means by which you bring glory to God?

For the student who is a follower of Jesus, worship and study are not
separate. It never ends based on Revelation 21-22 in the new heavens &
earth (“reigning”)

● On “work” in the future

“We should not think of ourselves as destined to be celestial bureaucrats,
involved eternally in celestial “administrivia.”

That would be slightly better than being caught in an everlasting church service.

No, we should think of our destiny as being absorbed in a tremendously creative
team effort, with unimaginably splendid leadership, on an inconceivably vast
plane of activity, with ever more comprehensive cycles of productivity and
enjoyment. (It keeps getting better and better)

THIS is the “eye hath not seen, neither ear heard” that lies before us in the
prophetic vision (Isa 64:4).

- Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy, 339

Notice the CONTRASTS & COUNTERFEITS!!!

In chapter 1 the counterfeit of taking vs. working
In 2-9 the counterfeit of Illegal sexual pleasure vs. that of marriage. (romance)

Summary: Satan will tempt you to attain, in a wrong way, all of the good things
God has designed you for. Don’t be stupid and go for the bait.

Notice the contrasting “women” in chapters 1-9

Wisdom has built her house; she has hewn out its seven pillars. She has
prepared her meat and mixed her wine; She has also set her table. She
has sent out her maids, and she calls from the highest point of the city.
Let all who are simple come in here! She says to those who lack
judgment. Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. Leave
your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of understanding.

Prov 9:1-9
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The woman Folly (Lady Foolishness) is loud; she is undisciplined and
without knowledge. She sits at the door of her house, on a seat at the
highest point in the city, calling out to those who pass by, who go
straight on their way. Let all who are simple come in here! She says to
those who lack judgment. Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is
delicious! But little do they know that the dead are there, that her
guests are in the depths of the grave. Prov 9:13-18

Notice the contrasting “women” in chapters 1-9
Both concepts (metaphysical)...
But only one also has a physical counterpart

Metaphysical “Lady Wisdom” “Lady Folly”
Physical Adulteress

Proverbs 31 (Lady Wisdom)

The Cedarville guy’s checklist?

Acrostic (22 verses dedicated to her)

In English… A… B… C.  It’s common in Hebrew.

“As we’ve exhausted the alphabet, so we’ve exhausted the subject” or
“This person is the complete embodiment of wisdom.
There is no character trait of significance that is missing.
This person is ‘whole’ i.e., has integrity.”

So what is the good (wise) life?

Simple, faithful, fear of God and love of people.

Jesus, before the first miracle… NO FAME

Wisdom encourages us to focus on the depth of our walk with God and let Him
determine the breadth of our influence.

Evil in our society = the better you market yourself, the better off you
are. Proverbs = worry about what your heart is like.

Will you have
1) Boaz - not known outside of Bethlehem
2) David - known in terms of the nation, or …
3) Jesus - internationally.

If you’re reading Proverbs you don’t care about what people see and what people
think… What matters is who you are.
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Bible Minor 

Old Testament Literature: Wisdom Literature 

Class 09: Song of Solomon 

 
 

Class Schedule (90 minutes total) 

*Please arrive on time* 

10-15 minutes  Fellowship at your table (get to know each other) 

15 minutes  Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

30-40 minutes  Class via Video 

10-15 minutes  Post-Video Discussion Questions 

5 minutes  Closing Thoughts and Dismissal 

Feel free to stay around and hang out after class 

 

 

Pre-Video Discussion Questions 

1. Sensitive topic ahead, but here we go. What do you think the world gets wrong about their view of 

love, marriage, and sex? 

2. Why is society obsessed with sex when it’s only a part of love and marriage? 

3. If God created us (and created sex), would intimacy with God naturally lead us to a greater intimacy 

with our spouse? 

 

 

Post-Video Discussion Questions 

1. After watching this class, how has your perspective changed regarding love, marriage, and sex? 

2. How can we help our society change in their views of these issues? 

3. What is one thing you learned or can apply from today’s class? 



Old Testament Literature
Session - Song of Songs - Dr. Chris Miller

“The Very Best Song” - “Solomon’s Most Excellent Love Song.”
Why would anyone take marital advice from Solomon? He was capable of citing wisdom and
knowing what wisdom is.

NETBible “New English Translation” Dr Miller’s go-to for best study bible for: word studies,
grammar and original language study. Free on the interNET.

HISTORY OF INTERPRETATION

● Allegory - Christ & The Church. Pseudo- spiritual approach avoids real issues.

● Celebration - Sex is good or fun!

● Manual - “Six E-Z Steps”

Meet the Cast of this “Readers’ Theater” or “Opera”

○ Groom/Husband - Like a real wedding, necessary to the story, not the focal point.

○ Bride/Wife - This is her story that she tells for the benefit of…

○ Daughters of Jerusalem (DOJ) The younger, single girls in Israel

Clear progression:
Marriage - Courtship - Wedding - Honeymoon - Conflict Afterwards - Life Now

1:1 - 5:1 “Our joy in marriage and how we got there,”

Conversation between wife and DOJ about being married, 1:2-8

King is nuts about his wife, 1:9-10

“Oh, how I wish you would kiss me passionately!... Sos 1:2

Conversation between married couple, “I love being married to him!” 1:12-2:6

My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms from the vineyards of En Gedi.
How beautiful you are, my darling! Oh, how beautiful! My eyes are doves. How
handsome you are, my beloved! Oh, how charming! And our bed is verdant.
(green) The beams of our house are cedar; our rafters are firs. Sos 1:14-17

Life an apple tree among the trees of the forest is my beloved among the young
men. I delight to sit in his shade, and his fruit is sweet to my taste. Let him lead
me to the banquet hall, (and he looked at me lovingly) and let his banner over
me be love. Strengthen me with raisins, refresh me with apples, for I am faint
with love. His left hand caresses my head… Sos 2:3-6
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Initial “charge of the Wife, 2:7-3:5

I adjure you, (take an oath, promise me) O daughters of Jerusalem, by
the gazelles or the wild does: do not arouse or awaken love until it
pleases! (the right time) Sos 2:7 *Do not do something that would have
destructive consequences.

2:7 BACK OFF!! Easy for YOU to say!!

Wife: Actually it wasn’t easy for us to “not arouse love” because we had every excuse to
be physically involved, but we didn’t.

PHYSICALLY - 2:8-9
ROMANTICALLY - 2:10 - 3:4.

My beloved spoke and said to me, “Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, come
with me. Sos 2:10

My dove in the clefts of the rock, in the hiding places on the mountainside, show
me your face, let me hear your voice; for your voice is sweet, and your face is
lovely. Sos 2:14

1. He initiated the relationship and invited me 10-13
2. Desired to know me 14
3. Resolved to avoid conflicts 15
4. Mutually committed 16-17
5. Always searched for one like him and finally found him 3:1-4

3:5 BACK OFF!!

Memory of the wedding day, 3:6-11

Because we “backed off” our wedding day is one that brings back really good
memories.

The wedding night 4:1-5:2

You have stolen my heart, my sister, my bride; you have stolen my heart with
one glance of your eye, with one jewel of your necklace. You are a garden
locked up, my sister, my bride; you are a spring enclosed, a sealed fountain.
Sos 4:9,12

Awake, north wind, and come, south wind! Blow on my garden, that its
fragrance may spread everywhere. Let my beloved come into his garden and
taste its choice fruits. I have come into my garden, my sister, my bride; I have
gathered my  myrrh with my spice. I have eaten my honeycomb and my honey; I
have drunk my wine and my milk. Eat, friends, and drink; drink your fill of love.
Sos 4:16, 5:1
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The poetry allows us to see only what we need to see of the wedding night in a clear yet

dignified way --

When these two come together to make love it is their very first time. But, sine this is a

Genesis 3 world (sin) not a Genesis 2 world (no sin) we’re gonna have trouble, no

matter what, when two sinners marry so…

There’s gonna be bad blood, 5:2-6:13(Band-aids don’t fix bullet holes you know)

Cause of the problem 5:2-7

I slept but my heart was awake. Listen! My beloved is knocking: “Open to me,
my sister, my darling, my dove, my flawless one. My head is drenched in dew, my
hair with the dampness of night.”  I have taken off my robe - must I put it on
again? I have washed my feet - must I soil them again? My beloved thrust his
hand through the latch-opening; my heart began to pound for him. I arose to
open for my beloved, and my hands dripped with myrrh, my fingers with flowing
myrrh, on the handles of the bolt. I opened for my beloved, but my beloved had
left; he was gone. My heart sank at his departure. I looked for him. I called him
but he did not answer. Sos 5:2-6

Her attempt to resolve it 5:8 - 6:3

Before I realized it, my desire set me among the royal chariots of my people Sos
6:12

Contentment and Security

They make up and mature; they solve their problems/become a stronger couple 7:1-8:3

The major point of her story becomes clear:

The kind of relationship which endures conflict (5:2-6:13) and continues to grow
(7:1-8:3) is one founded on a committed and informed relationship marked by

physical restraint 1:1-5:1; 8:4-14).

A Final Word of Counsel about the foundation of marriage 8:4-14

The Theme: Do not arouse love before the right time! 8:4 (marriage)
Why? Because of the uncontrolable power of (sexually-charged) love, 8:5-7

For love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing
fire, like a mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away.
If one were to give all the wealth of one’s house for love, it would be utterly scorned. Sos

8:6b-7 (only a blessing in a covenant relationship)
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The understanding response of the DOJ, 8:8-9

We have a little sister, and her breasts are not grown. What shall we do for our
sister on the day when she is spoken for? If she is a wall, (no entrance, then we
will encourage her) we will build towers of silver on her. But if she is a door,
(“loose” then we will barricade her) we will enclose her with panels of cedar.
Sol 8:8-9

Bottom line takeaway:

So, if you’re a virgin you’re OK

And if not then you’re going to have trouble?

NO NO NO NO NO NO
This is not about God “punishing you” if you’ve made mistakes in the past.
This book is about the future and building a beautiful marriage now.

If you’re “borrowing the future ‘privileges” of a covenantal relationship before you’re in one
then in Wisdom terms you’re being a fool.

Why?

1. Sex makes a solid “second story” to a marriage house but as a “foundation” it’s more
like sand.

2. The “foundation” has to be a solid relationship that can only properly form without
complication or intoxication of sex. You won’t notice you’re not compatible.

The proper order of things:

“Every man who knocks on the door of a brothel is looking for God”

-- GK Chesterson (English writer, philosopher, lay theologian, art critic.
The "prince of paradox". Time magazine observed of his writing style:
"Whenever possible Chesterton made his points with popular sayings,
proverbs, allegories—first carefully turning them inside out." 1874-1936)

What you think you’re looking for in sex, is intimacy and acceptance of a person.
The truth is… what you really need is intimacy and acceptance from God first. Jesus says the
same thing to the woman at the well.

We glorify sex when we imagine it will satisfy our hunger for God. John 4

You were designed for intimacy with God first and then with another person in the bonds of a
marriage covenant.  Any other way is following the enemy’s short-cut to failure (Prov 1-9)

do not arouse or awaken love until it pleases! (the right time) Sos 2:7

1) God 2) Marriage 3) Sex
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