
OLD  TESTAMENT LITERATURE - Dr. Chris Miller
Session 7 - EXODUS  13-40

Exodus: 400 years after Genesis. The next step in the fulfillment of the promises.

● Preview for Exodus 13-14

○ A Major step toward Eden.

○ Why boasting can be a very unselfish thing to do.

○ How we know Israelites loved Kelloggs cereals.

○ Why Jesus may have sensed deja vu at the Last Supper.

Chapters 13-15 God rescues a people to Himself from the bondage of the enemy.

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for

myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the

LORD." Ex 14:4

● Harden: 10x Pharaoh's heart is hardened. 5x He hardened his own heart.
It doesn’t mean that God is forcing him against his own will.

“But David strengthened (hardened) himself in the Lord his God” 1 Samuel  30:6

I will strengthen Pharaoh by taking away his fears so he can do what he really
wants to do down deep in his heart.

● Glory for myself: When others hear what God has done, people get saved.

I will allow Pharaoh to destroy himself but the positive thing is that this will lead to
the salvation of many people.

Chapters 15-18 God rescues a people to Himself from their selfish cravings.

Note the geography: Wilderness - rocky, (not sand dunes) dry, wasteland.

When the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, Manna (What is it?)” For they did not

know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you to eat.

When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground

appeared on the desert floor. Ex 16:15-16
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● God constitutes His People into a Nation through a Suzerain/Vassal Covenant

○ Suzerain: Conquering nation had certain responsibilities to the Vassal -
protection, roads, etc

○ Vassal: Defeated nation -  will pay taxes, won’t join against them with another
nation.

● What makes the U.S. one nation?
○ 13 colonies + Constitution + 1 Nation Under God

● What makes Israel one nation?
○ 13 Tribes + Exodus 19-24 + 1 Nation Under God

○ The Law - Ex 19-24 - is their constitution

Chapter 19:1-8 God’s Offer of a Covenant with the People

Offer: Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a  “kingdom of priests” and
a holy nation.’

Condition: Offer: Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations
you will be my treasured possession. Ex 19:5-6

49 The Law
15
12 (Mosaic
3:15 Covenant)

1- Sided 2-Sided
UNconditional Conditional

● So what’s the connection?

○ God will still unconditionally fulfill his promise to Abraham; the law doesn’t
change this.

○ The Law simply serves as a barometer (measure) for each generation’s
relationship to the Abrahamic promises. The Law will show or evidence if the
people have faith in the promises.

○ By obedience to Moses, (Mosaic Law) each generation shows their faith to
Abraham; by disobedience they show unbelief.

○ The Law does not MAKE one Righteous.

○ It only EVIDENCES Righteousness. Only Faith (in the promises) MAKES one
Righteous.
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Evidence: “Good works” Baptism - Circumcision - LAW-

Means: FAITH

Basis: GRACE  - LAND, NATION, LEADERS -

Always the basis for salvation - God’s riches at Christ’s expense -
God only forgives sin because of the price that was paid on Calvary.
(NT) Every forgiveness of our sins goes back to Calvary.
(OT) Every forgiveness of Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob’s sins always went forward to

Calvary.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it

is the gift of God— not by works, (substitute for grace) so that no one can boast. For we

are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, (out of the power of that

relationship) which God prepared in advance for us to do. Eph 2:8-10

Nation

“I will make you into a “kingdom of priests.” Ex 19:6

GOD

Nation of Priests

Other Nations,
I.e. the whole world? To tell them about… 3:15, SEED

So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all

the words the Lord had commanded him to speak. The people all responded together,

“We will do everything the Lord has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to

the Lord. Ex 19:7-8

God’s counter-response:
Well, not so fast, let me explain to you what you’re getting yourselves into.
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Chapters 19-23 The Essence of the Covenant

● What would be a logical starting point for God to describe the kind of life he expected
from them?

○ The Ten Commandments
○ Ex 20:22-26 - Idols and Altars
○ Ex 21:2-11 - Hebrew Servants - treat them well
○ Ex 21:12-35 - Personal Injuries - take responsibility if you hurt someone
○ Ex 22: 1-15 - Protection of Property
○ Ex 22:16-31 - Social Responsibility - Be kind to people
○ Ex 23:1-9 - Laws of Justice and Mercy
○ Ex 23:14-19 - The Three Annual Festivals

Live a life different from the pagans so they can see what a difference I can make.

Chapter 24 The Ratification of the Covenant

● First: What is “ratification”?

○ “Official enacting of a covenant.”

● Second: How is it done?

○ By BLOOD, 24:5-8

○ By a MEAL with the leadership, 24:9-11

○ By WRITING on tablets, 24:12

Then he (Moses) sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and

sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the Lord. Moses took half of the blood

and put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar. Then he took the

Book of the Covenant (Ex 19-23) and read it to the people. They responded, “We will do

everything the Lord has said; we will obey.”

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the

covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.”

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up (Mt Sinai)

and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis

lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of

the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank.

The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give

you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their

instruction... Moses entered the cloud as he went up on the mountain, and he remained

on the mountain forty days and forty nights. Then Moses entered the cloud as he went

on up the mountain. And he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights.” Ex

24:5-12, 18
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And in the same way he took the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is
poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. Luke 22:20 BLOOD

Now when the hour came, Jesus took his place at the table and his apostles joined them.
And he said to them, "I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I
suffer. Luke 22:14-15 MEAL

For this is the  new covenant that I will establish. I will put my laws in their minds and
I will inscribe them on their hearts. And I will be their God and they will be my people.
Heb 8:10 WRITING

Chapter 25-40: God Establishes Himself… as King
Chapter 25-31 The Plans Outlined.
Chapter 25-27 The Revelation of the Tabernacle

● The Ark of the Covenant
○ What did Middle Eastern Kings think of ?
○ Fancy seat with bodyguards around it… it was actually God’s throne.
○ God’s presence… Eden all over again.
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Chapter 32-34 Historical Interlude & Re-establishment of the Relationship.

The Golden Calf

When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they
gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go before us. As for this
fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to
him.”

Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your
daughters are wearing, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off their earrings
and brought them to Aaron. He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast
in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods,
Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.”

When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow
there will be a festival to the Lord.” So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed
burnt offerings and presented fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and
drink and got up to indulge in revelry. Ex 32:1-6

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people whom you brought up out

of Egypt, have become corrupt. Ex 32:7

But Moses said, ‘Lord,” he said, “why should your anger burn against your people, whom

you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand. Ex 32:7

The Honeymoon’s Over! They already broke 2 commandments.

The flow of thought

1-18 God buy$ the people

19-24 God marries them  People Nation

25-40 God moves in

Nation - Exodus
I pledge allegiance to the covenant. And to the promises for which it stands.
“One nation, Under God, Incorrigible, With Leader and Land for all.

“Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the… glory of the Lord filled it”

Ex 40:35
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