
OLD  TESTAMENT LITERATURE - Dr. Chris Miller
Session 6 - EXODUS  1-12

God begins the work of delivering His people from the Egyptians as part of the promise.

Exodus: The next step in the fulfillment of the promises. 400 years post Genesis.
Joseph: Not just one of the sons of Jacob, but the ultimate picture of Messiah.

Joseph was placed in a coffin in Egypt Gen 50:26

Land: Oops, Egypt

Nation: Only 70 people. But… God will take 2 million individuals and turn them into 1 nation
under God

Leader: Dead (really dead)

2000 BC Abraham 70 - 2,000,000 1450 BC Moses 1000 BC David
Genesis Exodus

Leviticus, Numb, Deuteronomy

Flow of thought in Exodus
Chapters 1-18 God buy$ the people, not with money but blood
Chapters 19-24 God marries them      People              Nation (Covenantal relationship)
Chapters 25-40 God moves in - Tabernacle

● Chapter 1

○ God Buys/Wins a People to Himself 1-18

○ God Introduces Himself and Separates a People from Egypt 1-11

○ The Need for Deliverance 1:1-22

● Why would they want to stay in Egypt?

○ At this time period, Egypt’s the heart of civilization. Israel/Palestine is a 3rd world
country.

● How does God make them willing to leave?

○ Slavery

○ Death of baby boys.
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● Chapters 2:1- 4:31 The introduction of God to the deliverer, Moses

Moses and the Burning Bush

Now Moses... led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from
within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. So Moses
thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the
bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”

“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground.” Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he
was afraid to look at God.

The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them
crying out… So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk
and honey—… So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites
out of Egypt.”

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?” And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I
who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship
God on this mountain.”

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell
them?”

God said to Moses, “I am who I am...,“Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to
you.’

English = “I AM”
Hebrew =  “Jehovah” or “Yahweh” but they wouldn’t say it. Substitute Adoni.

Generic titles:

Elohim = god or God

El-Shaddai = God almighty

Adonai = Lord, Master (person of authority)

Personal name only used by Israel - Covenant Relationship

Yahweh = LORD
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● What Hebrew name?

○ Genesis 1 - Elohim, amazing mighty transcendent God that creates the universe.

○ Genesis 2 - Yahweh & Elohim, imminent God who’s close by us, walks with us.

Matt 1 Emanuel - God with us.

○ Genesis 17:1 -  El-Shaddai

○ Psalm 1 - Yahweh

○ Psalm 110:1 - YHWH, Adonai

“I AM”
1. Self-existent One  - He’s eternity past, present and future. He’s the only un-created

thing. POWERFUL
as opposed to “I began” or “ I came to be”

2. I AM the God who keeps his promises to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob.
God is the PROMISE-KEEPER.

3:14 So God said to Moses, “I AM that I AM.” And he said, “You must say this to the Israelites,
‘I Am has sent me to you.’”

3:15 God also said to Moses, “You must say to the Israelites, ‘the Lord, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.
This is my name forever, and this is my memorial from generation to generation.

● Chapters 5-10 God Separates a people from Egypt

○ The Background - No one knows Yahweh!!

Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know

the Lord and I will not let Israel go.” Ex 5:2

God also said to Moses, “I am (YHWH) the Lord. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to

Jacob as God Almighty, (El-Shaddai) but by my name the Lord (“YHWH”) I did not make

myself fully known to them.

… as YHWH. Genesis 22 - YHWH was used a lot. How was God not known?
They knew God as the promise-maker but not the promise-keeper.
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I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they
resided as foreigners (resident aliens). Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the
Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered my covenant.

“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am  (YHWH) the Lord, and I will bring you out from
under the yoke (burdens) of the Egyptians. I will free (rescue) you from being slaves to
them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts of judgment.
I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God. Then you will know that I am
the Lord your God, who brought you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. 8And I
will bring you to the land I swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to
Jacob. I will give it to you as a possession. I am the Lord!’” Ex 6:2-8

And the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord when I stretch out my hand against
Egypt and bring the Israelites out of it.” Ex 7:5

● Chapters 7-11 God reveals Himself to Israel & Pharaoh

Everyone will know Yahweh!!

1. Blood 4 Flies 7 Hail AM Warning
2 Frogs 5 Cattle 8 Locusts Warning
3 Gnats 6 Boils 9 Darkness No Warning

10 Death of Firstborn

● Blatant attack on Egyptian religion.

○ Blood - 99% of Egypt is inhabitable because of water. The 4000 mile long Nile
River is worshiped as a life=giving thing. Plague turns the Nile to blood. Yahweh
made the god of the Nile useless.

○ Darkness - Pharoah annually gets his deity renewed by worshipping the god of
the Sun. Yahweh turns the lights off.

○ Death of the Firstborn - Pharoah’s child will succeed him as the next god.

● Chapter 12: 1-15 God rescues a people from Judgment on the firstborn by blood.

○ God of mercy and grace. There is a way out!

○ Any Egyptian who trusts the God of Israel can take the blood of the lamb, put it
on the doorpost and cause the death angel to pass over instead of passing
through. Very important to the firstborn.

○ IF THE LAMB DIES I LIVE. Innocent substitute takes my place.
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● Ancient Egyptians… (fun facts)
○ Innovators in astronomy, mathematics, medicine, language and architecture.

They invented black ink. They exported grain, gold, linen, papyrus, and finished
goods: glass and stone objects.

○ First groups of people to divide days into equal parts through the use of
timekeeping devices. Some of the earliest forms of clocks were sundials.

○ First to invent and employ organized labor on a massive scale. The ramp and
the lever were a couple of the most famous construction inventions that the
ancient Egyptians developed, and the principles that guide them are still widely
used in construction today.

○ First ox-drawn plows appeared in Egypt as early as 2500 B.C. This
advancement in agriculture required skilled metalworking in order to form a
workable plow, as well as animal husbandry.

○ First to develop irrigation systems using hydraulic engineering principles.

○ First to develop sophisticated weapons: stone-tipped arrows, battle axes,
chariots, the khopesh, maces, body armor, slingshots and much more.

○ First to use their knowledge of astronomy to develop the lunar calendar based
on the cycles of the moon and the star, Sirius. From their knowledge emerged
the calendar that we use today, divided in 12 months, 365 days and 24-hour
units.

○ Invented toothpaste, breath mints and make-up. Most known for the dark kohl
that men and women wore around their eyes.

○ Invented the game of bowling, a ball was rolled into a hole by a bowler rather
than knocking down pins.

○ Invented large door locks with keys, and some of the keys were up to two feet
long.

Egyptian hieroglyphs “god’s words” were developed around 3200 BC and were sacred.

Pyramids were built between 2589 and 2504 BC.

One of the earliest accounts of medical texts originates in ancient Egypt. It attempts to
describe and analyze the brain, providing the earliest insight into neuroscience.

Some historians believe that there is evidence that the ancient Egyptians had some form of
understanding of electricity.

The ancient Egyptian calendar was invented more than 5,000 years ago and was originally
based on the 12-month lunar cycle to coincide with the Nile River. Noticing the 80 day flood
around the end of June, coinciding with the rising of the star Sirius, they applied astronomy
principles to track the days of the year. We still use ancient Egyptians' calendar model in our
tracking of the days today.
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https://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/ancient-egyptian-calendar.html

