
THEOLOGY I: Need for the Messiah (part 1)
Session 6  - Dr. Jeremy Kimble

● The Skull Crushing Seed of the Woman: Inner-Biblical Interpretation of Genesis 3:15
By James Hamilton  (25 page) PDF available to download online:
https://equip.sbts.edu/publications/journals/journal-of-theology/sbjt-102-summer-2006/th
e-skull-crushing-seed-of-the-woman-

● OT Prophecies: Isaiah 7 - Virgin Birth, Isaiah 9 - Christmas text, Isaiah 53 - the
suffering servant.

● Typology: persons, events and institutions that foreshadow Christ

People - Adam, David
Events - Passover,
Institutions -  Priesthood and Sacrifice

Hamilton shows in his study that there is a vein found in the OT starting in Genesis 3:15
that talks about this skull crushing seed of the woman going to defeat the serpent and
there are aspects of that promise there that are taken up throughout the OT into the NT.
It’s a way to speak of the Messiah that we see as a biblical, theological theme across
the whole cannon and not just one verse.

INTRODUCTION

● Covenants: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, New Covenant

● What is the storyline of Scripture?

○ Creation - God made all things good

○ Fall & Sin

○ Israel - God’s chosen people called out to be a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation who fail miserably in that regard

○ Christ & Redemption

○ Church -began on the Day of Pentecost ongoing today.

○ Consummation - New Creation

● In this class we have covered prolegomena, Scripture, God, man and sin.

● While there will be much time spent on redemption and consummation next semester, I
want to end with the reality of the Messiah, because sin is a depressing way to end the
semester.
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BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS

● From start to finish, the Bible, including the OT, is a messianic document, written from a
messianic perspective, to maintain a messianic hope.

● This explains why NT writers (and Jesus himself) read the whole OT as pointing to and
being fulfilled in the one it presents as the Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth (Luke 24:27,
44:45; cf. Matt 5:17; John 5:46).

On the Road to Emmaus

That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, (Christ has died, his disciples do not know he has risen at
this point) and they were talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew
near and went with them. But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And
he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other
as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know
the things that have happened there in these days?” And he said to them, “What
things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, and how our
chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be condemned to death, and crucified
him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all
this, it is now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women
of our company amazed us. They were at the tomb early in the morning, and
when they did not find his body, they came back saying that they had even seen a
vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not
see.” And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe all that
the prophets have spoken!  Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer
these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning
himself. Luke 24:13-27

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets
and the Psalms (Writings) must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to
understand the Scriptures. Luke 24:44-45

There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope. For if

you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do not

believe his writings, how will you believe my words?” John 5:45b-47

2



The Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you

above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go,

and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and

the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your

head, and you shall bruise his heel.” Genesis 3:14-15

● Gen 3:15

○ Due to Adam and Eve’s disobedience several curses were rendered.

○ One promise given is that there would be enmity (strife, division, conflict)
between the serpent and the woman, and between the seed of the serpent and
the seed of the woman.

○ Ultimately the seed (i.e.offspring) of the woman would crush the head of the
serpent, though the serpent would also bruise his heel.

■ To note, I think throughout the OT especially the seed can be both a
particular descendent (singular) and the group of descendants (plural)
who hope for a victory of their seed.

● Almost immediately after the judgment is announced that there will be enmity between
the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, the text recounts that the one who
pleased God, Abel, was slain by one who did not please God and then rejected a divine
warning, Cain (Gen 4:1-16). The escalation of hostility seen in Cain’s descendants (see
esp. 4:23-24) points to his line as representing those whose actions mirror the one who
“was a murderer from the beginning” (John 8:44).

By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which
he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts.
And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks. Heb 11:4

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is
a liar and the father of lies. John 8:44

● The point here is not that Cain’s line has been physically fathered by Satan; rather, the
Bible commonly describes people figuratively as children of those whose
characteristics they emulate.

● The conflict between Isaac and Ishmael can also be seen as enmity between the
respective seed - one the seed of the promise and the other of a failure to believe
(Gen 21:9-10, 12; Rom 9:7).
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● Egypt’s attempt to destroy the male children of Israel also continues this battle between
the lines of descent. Both the collective singularity of Israel and their place as the
chosen seed can be seen in the statement in Ex. 4:23.

“When you serve as midwife to the Hebrew women and see them on the

birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.”

Then Pharaoh (direct offspring of the serpent) commanded all his people, “Every

son that is born to the Hebrews you shall cast into the Nile, but you shall let every

daughter live.” (annihilate the offspring of the women in slaughtering male

children) Ex 1:16,22

Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the Lord, Israel is my firstborn son, and I say

to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will

kill your firstborn son.”’ Ex 4:22

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became

furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that

region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had

ascertained from the wise men. Matt 2:16

● The conflict between the seeds continues throughout the OT, and seems to be one of
the main points of the book of Esther, where the genocidal enemy of the people of God,
Haman, is an Agagite/anti-God (Esther 3:1), which in the book’s canonical context calls
to mind the statement in Num 24:7, “and his king shall be higher than Agag,” as well as
Saul’s failure to kill Agag (I Sam 15). Seeks to annihilate all of the Jews to eradicate the
Jewish race… period.

● What does it look like to understand the bigger picture of groups that comprise
the “seed of the serpent” and the “seed of the woman” and how they’re in
conflict?

○ Set of passages (sampling) that the Hamilton article goes through in some detail.
As you read them, look for… Skull Crushing, Serpents, Enemies being
defeated, and dust eating. Gen 3:15 says “you’ll eat from the dust of the
ground”.

I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near:

a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel;

it shall crush the forehead of Moab and break down all the sons of Sheth. Num 24:17

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until

tribute comes to him;  and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples. Gen 49:10
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For the head of Syria is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is Rezin. And within

sixty-five years Ephraim will be shattered from being a people. And the head of Ephraim

is Samaria, and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah. If you are not firm in faith,

you will not be firm at all.’”

The Sign of Immanuel

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz: “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or

high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.”

And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you

weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin

shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isa 7:8-14

The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim will be trodden underfoot; Isa 28:3

But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him

was the chastisement that brought us peace,  and with his wounds we are healed. Isa

53:5

Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;  he has put him to grief; when his soul makes

an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the

Lord shall prosper in his hand. Isa 53:10 (servant is crushed for us)

And when they brought those kings out to Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of

Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with him, “Come near; put

your feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near and put their feet on their

necks. Joshua 10:24

they shall lick the dust like a serpent, like the crawling things of the earth;

they shall come trembling out of their strongholds; they shall turn in dread to the Lord

our God, and they shall be in fear of you. Micah 7:17

But Sisera fled away on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, for there

was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the house of Heber the Kenite. And Jael

came out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Turn aside, my lord; turn aside to me; do not

be afraid.” So he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered him with a rug. And

he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a

skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. And he said to her, “Stand at the

opening of the tent, and if any man comes and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say, ‘No.’” But

Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand. Then she went

softly to him and drove the peg into his temple until it went down into the ground while
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he was lying fast asleep from weariness. So he died. And behold, as Barak was pursuing

Sisera, Jael went out to meet him and said to him, “Come, and I will show you the man

whom you are seeking.” So he went into her tent, and there lay Sisera dead, with the tent

peg in his temple. Judges 4:17-22

“Most blessed of women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, of tent-dwelling women

most blessed. He asked for water and she gave him milk; she brought him curds in a

noble's bowl. She sent her hand to the tent peg and her right hand to the workmen's

mallet; she struck Sisera; she crushed his head; she shattered and pierced his temple.

Between her feet he sank, he fell, he lay still; between her feet he sank, he fell;

where he sank, there he fell—dead. Judges 5:24-27

Then Abimelech went to Thebez and encamped against Thebez and captured it. But

there was a strong tower within the city, and all the men and women and all the leaders

of the city fled to it and shut themselves in, and they went up to the roof of the tower.

And Abimelech came to the tower and fought against it and drew near to the door of the

tower to burn it with fire. And a certain woman threw an upper millstone on Abimelech's

head and crushed his skull. Then he called quickly to the young man his armor-bearer

and said to him, “Draw your sword and kill me, lest they say of me, ‘A woman killed

him.’” And his young man thrust him through, and he died. And when the men of Israel

saw that Abimelech was dead, everyone departed to his home. Thus God returned the

evil of Abimelech, which he committed against his father in killing his seventy brothers.

And God also made all the evil of the men of Shechem return on their heads, and upon

them came the curse of Jotham the son of Jerubbaal. Judges 9:50-57

You went out for the salvation of your people, for the salvation of your anointed.

You crushed the head of the house of the wicked, laying him bare from thigh to neck.

Hab 3:13

When the Philistine arose and came and drew near to meet David, David ran quickly

toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. And David put his hand in his bag and took

out a stone and slung it and struck the Philistine on his forehead. The stone sank into his

forehead, and he fell on his face to the ground.

So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and with a stone, and struck the

Philistine and killed him. There was no sword in the hand of David. Then David ran and

stood over the Philistine and took his sword and drew it out of its sheath and killed him

and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their champion was dead, they

fled. And the men of Israel and Judah rose with a shout and pursued the Philistines as far

as Gath and the gates of Ekron, so that the wounded Philistines fell on the way from

Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. And the people of Israel came back from chasing the
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Philistines, and they plundered their camp. And David took the head of the Philistine and

brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.

As soon as Saul saw David go out against the Philistine, he said to Abner, the commander

of the army, “Abner, whose son is this youth?” And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king,

I do not know.” And the king said, “Inquire whose son the boy is.” And as soon as David

returned from the striking down of the Philistine, Abner took him, and brought him

before Saul with the head of the Philistine in his hand. And Saul said to him, “Whose son

are you, young man?” And David answered, “I am the son of your servant Jesse the

Bethlehemite.” 1 Sam 17:48-58

And he said to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. Behold, I have given

you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy,

and nothing shall hurt you. Luke 10:18-19

With God we shall do valiantly; it is he who will tread down our foes. Ps 60:12

Our God is a God of salvation, and to God, the Lord, belong deliverances from death.

But God will strike the heads of his enemies, the hairy crown of him who walks in his

guilty ways. Ps 68:20-21

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with you.Romans 16:20

The Woman and the Dragon

And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon

under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was

crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving birth. And another sign appeared in

heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and on his heads

seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the

earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that

when she bore her child he might devour it. She gave birth to a male child, one who is to

rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his

throne, and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God,

in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.

Satan Thrown Down to Earth

Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the

dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no longer any

place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent,

who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down
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to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him. And I heard a loud voice in

heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the

authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers[b] has been thrown

down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have conquered him

by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives

even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to

you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he

knows that his time is short!”

And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued the

woman who had given birth to the male child. But the woman was given the two wings

of the great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place

where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time. The serpent poured

water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. But

the earth came to the help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and

swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from his mouth. Then the dragon

became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her offspring,

on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus. And

he stood on the sand of the sea.

The First Beast

And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten

diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. And the beast that I saw

was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was like a lion's mouth. And

to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority. One of its heads

seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth

marveled as they followed the beast. Rev 12:1-13:3

● Hope: confident expectation. It’s meant to be seen in the Scriptures. In God’s
sovereignty, He puts down enemies and He will save people for Himself and He will be
their God and they will be His people.
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