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Exodus	1—12:	The	next	steps	
Objectives	of	this	lesson	

1. Explain how the book of Exodus relates to the book of Genesis especially the 
development of the Abrahamic covenant 

2. Articulate the fuller meaning of the name Yahweh and relate it to the Abrahamic 
covenant 

3. Explain how the plagues demonstrate who Yahweh vis a vis Egyptian theology 
4. Understand the meaning of Passover 

Some	key	terms	
Exodus, Yahweh, tetragrammaton, Passover 

Introduction	to	Exodus	
Between the end of Genesis and the beginning of Exodus God remains silent for 400 years. It 
might have appeared to someone who was “watching” that God had forgotten about his promises 
or found something more interesting to do! At no other time did God go nearly as long between 
communications to his people, Israel except just before Jesus came the first time. So, one might 
expect that there could be some discontinuity between the books, but what we’ll quickly see is 
that even after 400 years of silence the book of Exodus picks up immediately where God left off 
and never misses a beat of the song. The song that we’re speaking of is the restoration of God’s 
good kingdom. In this book we’re going to make profound progress on the promises and see 
more deeply into the character of the God who made them.  

Author	
Several statements in Exodus indicate that Moses wrote several sections of the book (17:14, 
24:4; 34:27).  Beyond this, other Old Testament and New Testament books ascribe Mosaic 
authorship to passages from Exodus (Joshua 8:31 and Exodus 20:25; Mark 7:10 and Exodus 
12:20). 

Occasion	
When we use the word “occasion” in this course I’m talking about the circumstances which gave 
rise to the writing of a book. That is, no book was ever written in a vacuum. None of the biblical 
authors simply aspired to some kind of 21st century notion of fame and decided to write a book. 
Questions always begged to be answered and in this particular case Israel needed to understand 
her past calling and how God was about to fulfill his promises in their generation. Even though 
God accomplished much in the book of Genesis the story actually ends on a very incomplete 
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note! Consider how the last eight words of the book of Genesis actually serve as a commentary 
on the relative fulfillment of the promises to Abraham (Gen 50:26). 

Joseph was placed in a coffin in Egypt 

In terms of the land that God will give his nation 
we find that we’re not there; in fact, we’re in 
enemy territory in Egypt! As far as the nation is 
concerned there is only a handful of Jacob’s 
family, about 70 in all that originally move to 
Egypt and 70 people hardly make a nation. The 
last part of the promise---leader--- is perhaps the 
hardest to take because we’re aware of Joseph’s 
role as the best picture of that Seed / leader, but 
the text coldly says that he’s dead. For all the 
progress that we’ve seen in Genesis the book forces us to look forward and what we’re looking 
forward to is found in Exodus as God takes major steps to fulfill one of the promises in 
particular.  

Date	
As stated in 1 Kings 6:1, the fourth year of Solomon’s reign (966 BC) was 480 years after the 
Exodus, thus placing the Exodus at 1446 BC.  Assuming that Leviticus was necessary for Israel’s 
worship at the Tabernacle and that Exodus is the necessary link between Genesis and Leviticus, 
it seems reasonable that Exodus was written soon after the events that occurred in 1446 BC. 

Structure	
The book may be conveniently divided into three major sections, each stressing the fulfillment of 
a successive stage of God’s work:   

1. God redeems a people for Himself. In chapters 1-18, God effectively buys or redeems the 
nation from slavery in Egypt. This work climaxes when the nation is separated from 
Egypt and settled at Sinai.   

2. God then constitutes the loosely knit multitude into a single nation by the 
Suzerain/Vassal treaty He establishes with them (19-24).   

3. Finally, God outlines the plans for his house which culminates when the God of the 
universe actually resides with them as their King (25-40). 

God	redeems	a	people	for	himself,	1—18		
In this section God rescues his people first from Egypt (1-11) and then collects them to himself 
at Sinai (12-18). 
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Exodus	1:	Who	wants	to	leave?	
As God begins to draw a group of people to Himself, 
he first had to separate them from Egypt (Exodus 1—
12). This job is actually a little harder than you might 
at first imagine. Although we tend to think of Egypt 
as “the enemy” and a hostile, foreign nation we 
should remember that in the ancient world Egypt 
actually was an oasis of civility and culture in the 
midst of a very unforgiving world. Almost any major 
museum in the world today still contains magnificent 
treasures of high culture and craftsmanship from 
ancient Egypt. The land of Israel, on the other hand, 
was a mountainous wasteland of tribal warfare and 
primitive culture. In today’s terms we would call it a third-world country. In addition, we need to 

remember that hundreds of years had 
passed since Jacob’s family had moved to 
the land of Egypt where they had put down 
deep roots. When you also realize that God 
had been relatively silent for 400 years and 
most of the people had forgotten God’s 
promises you have a situation that requires 
more than a little motivation for the people 
to leave! God provides that motivation in 
two very tangible ways: 1) unbearable 
slavery and 2) the policy of exterminating 
the baby boys of Israel.  

Exodus	2–4:	Introduction	to	the	deliverer,	Moses	
Although Moses has high hopes of delivering his people, he quickly realizes that apart from God 
he has zero chance of success. After spending forty years in the desert learning how limited his 
own abilities were, he has the meeting of his life.  

Who	is	Yahweh?	
God shows up in well-known story of the burning bush and commissions Moses to be his human 
instrument to rescue the people from Egypt. The interchange between them, however, reveals 
much about the person and plans of God. In 3:11 Moses at first objects to God’s plan with the 
words, “’Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, or that I should bring the Israelites out of 
Egypt?’” The irony of this statement, though perhaps lost on Moses, should not be lost on the 
modern reader. While Moses is basing the success of the operation upon his own person, God 
corrects his thinking that it really depends only upon God. In fact, we could summarize the 
following conversation in answer to Moses’ question as “Moses, it’s not who you are, but who I 

Civilization

Third-world



 [OT LIT: EXODUS 1–12]                                     Page 4 of 8 

 
AM that makes all the difference.” When Moses asks for a specific name this is the actual name 
he provides (3:14): 

God said to Moses, “I am that I am.” And he said, “You must say this to the Israelites, ‘I am has 
sent me to you.’” 

“I am that I am?” Really? Without seeming disrespectful it seems like he could come up with a 
better name doesn’t it? Even mythological gods have cooler names —Thor, King of Asgard—
now there’s a majestic sounding name. Seriously, though, as strange as this name may sound at 
first, once you learn what it really means you can only utter it in respectful and reverential tones.  

In English we say “I am” but in Hebrew it actually sounds like Yahweh (usually pronounced 
Yah-way). It has sometimes been Anglicized (or corrupted) into “Jehovah,” but it’s the same 
name and it’s always represented in a good study bible as “LORD” in small caps to distinguish it 
from the Hebrew word Adonai that is translated as Lord or master.  

If you’ve ever seen one of those posters that 
lists all the names of God, you know that 
God can be identified by a lot of names. In 
order to understand this name a little better I 
want to compare and contrast it with some of 
the more popular names such as Elohim 
which can be translated god. Notice that the 
word is often not capitalized because it is a 
very general word that can refer to false gods 
or idols. For example, we could say that 
Jesus is the true Elohim (god), but also that 
the Israelites sometimes worshipped false 
Elohim (gods). Or, consider the name El-
Shaddai, which is translated as God almighty. Or, we could refer to the word Adonai we 
mentioned before that can refer to God himself or even a human master depending upon the 
context.  

All of these designations are actually generic titles but not really personal names. For example, I 
could be called by the generic titles of husband, father or professor, but none of these are my 
personal name, which is Chris. Part of what distinguishes Yahweh is that it is a personal name as 
opposed to another title. As it turns out Yahweh is actually a personal name that is only 
appropriate for Israel because names also imply relationship. For example, everyone knows the 
President of our University as “Dr. White,” but his close friends might call him “Thomas.” It 
would be inappropriate for a stranger or student to simply address him as Thomas because they 
don’t have the close personal relationship that we associate with first names. In fact, I’m sure 
that his dear wife has other names for him that ONLY she uses. I don’t really even want to know 
what they are, but you get the idea. You have the same thing in your families. I’m sure you or 
your siblings have embarrassing nicknames that are ONLY used within the context of your 
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family and you would never introduce yourself in public that way. Names imply relationship and 
Yahweh is a close personal name that is only appropriate for the nation of Israel. You’ll find out 
why in the next section. Before we go on, though, let’s take a quiz. Can you tell me which 
Hebrew terms are translated in the following passages? (Answers are on the last page of our 
notes). 

 

From the way God presents the name we can tell there are at least two distinct emphases of the 
name. First, theologians have described one meaning of the name as “self-existence” which 
completely sets God apart. If you think about life in terms of geometry everything in the universe 
can be represented by either a line segment or a ray. 
Everything has a beginning and most things have an 
end. Plants and animals fit in that category. In fact, 
only one thing seems to actually fit in the category of the ray and that would be persons created 
by God (whether angelic or human). Everyone, whether believer or unbeliever, has a definite 
beginning and will live forever somewhere.  

But only one entity in the universe has 
always existed and never had a 
“beginning” (represented by the line) and 
this is why the God who is self-existent is 
unique in the universe. No matter where 
you go on the line—from eternity past to 
eternity future— God can always say “I AM” there. Everything else was caused or created and 
He is the only uncaused, uncreated thing who actually caused and created everything else in the 
universe. Quite a distinction and reference to his power as Creator as well. 

Second, God also attaches the name to the Israelites in Exodus 3:15: 

3:15 God also said to Moses, “You must say this to the Israelites, ‘The LORD – the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob – has sent me to you. This is 
my name forever, and this is my memorial from generation to generation.’ 

By using the word “also” in 3:15 God signals that the concept that follows is also a necessary 
component of the meaning of the name. It is simply a reference to the promises, which God has 
made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, namely Genesis 12. So, to summarize the name Yahweh 
refers to the 1) powerful, self-existent God 2) who will keep his promises to Abraham, Isaac and 

What Hebrew name?

Gen 1
Gen 2

Gen 17:1

Psa 1

Psa 110:1

16

Elohim
Yahweh, Elohim

Yahweh, El-Shaddai

Yahweh 

Yahweh, Adonai 

In the beginning, God created the heavens & earth. 
Then the LORD God formed the man of dust

The LORD said to him, “I am God Almighty”

But his delight is in the law of the LORD

The LORD says to my Lord

20

So, what does “I AM” actually mean?
1) Self-existent One, 3:14
as opposed to “I began” or “I came to be”

I AM I AM I AM
Who was Who is Who is to come

3:14 So God said to Moses, “I AM that I AM.” And he said, “You must say 
this to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

20

I AM I AM I AM
Who was Who is Who is to come

3:14 So God said to Moses, “I AM that I AM.” And he said, “You must say 
this to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”
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Jacob, or for short the powerful promise-keeper. And that’s why it is a name that is especially 
reserved for those in the covenant—those to whom he will keep the promises.  

Does	Moses	need	help?	
On his way back to Egypt one of the strangest interactions between God and Moses happens: 

24 At a lodging place on the way the LORD met him and sought to put him to 
death. 25 Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son's foreskin and touched Moses' feet with it 
and said, “Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me!” 26 So he let him alone. It was then that 
she said, “A bridegroom of blood,” because of the circumcision. 

We’re surprised first of all that God appears to be capricious and fickle. Why would God 
commission Moses one day and seek to kill him the next? I don’t think we have to worry that 
God was really going to kill Moses, but this statement highlights the seriousness of what has, or 
actually hasn’t, happened. Moses is on his way to help fulfill one of the greatest of God’s 
promises in delivering the people Israel from Egypt and forming them into a nation, 
but he hasn’t performed the sign of faith (circumcision) for the people in his own 
household. How can a leader hope to lead a nation when he hasn’t even led his own 
household? The hypocrisy and incongruence cannot stand but Zipporah, Moses’ 
wife, steps in to save the day.  

At the end of this strange and discouraging story we’re left wondering what’s going on in Moses’ 
mind. We’ll probably never be sure, but my guess is that the point of the story is to show how 
much Moses needs God’s help if he’s going to be successful. I think this little episode helps all 
of us keep things in perspective and is a warning not to think too much of Moses. If this whole 
enterprise of rescuing Israel turns out successfully (and it does) this story reminds us of who the 
weak link in this “God—Moses” partnership is. God isn’t “fortunate” he’s found Moses; it’s 
quite the opposite! 

God	separates	the	people	from	Egypt,	5—12		

The	background,	5—7		
You might expect that the people of Israel would be waiting with open arms when Moses returns 
to deliver them, but the truth is that they don’t know Moses and they certainly don’t know 
Yahweh. The first several chapters repeat the idea that no one really knows Yahweh. Consider 
the following excerpts from chapters 5—7: 

2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice and let Israel go? I do not 
know the LORD, and moreover, I will not let Israel go.” 

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 

5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out my hand against Egypt and 
bring out the people of Israel from among them.”  
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Pharaoh doesn’t know Yahweh, by his own admission, the Israelites don’t know him and 
curiously in chapter 6 God says that even the patriarchs didn’t know him as Yahweh. Read the 
whole text of 6:2-8 through here and then let me point a few things out.  

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself known to them. 4 I also 
established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived 
as sojourners. 5 Moreover, I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians 
hold as slaves, and I have remembered my covenant. 6 Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am 
the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you 
from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of 
judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am 
the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will 
bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to 
you for a possession. I am the LORD.’”  

When God says they didn’t know him by the name ‘the LORD’ you might conclude that the name 
Yahweh never occurs in Genesis or in connection with the patriarchs, but you would be wrong— 
the name actually occurs frequently. It isn’t an error that we’ve found, but an example of the 
deep meaning of the name and an honest accounting of the storyline so far. What God is saying 
simply is that even though they had heard the actual name he had never really lived up to it 
before. That is, up to this point we have seen him make great promises, but he hasn’t exactly kept 
them in any full or final sort of way (see the introduction and our reference to Genesis 50:26). 
What he is saying is that now things are about to change dramatically as the world will see him 
take the first large step toward actually keeping the promises of making Abraham into a great 
nation (Gen 12:2). God is about to reveal himself as the promise keeping God in the next several 
chapters! 

Exodus	8–11,	The	revelation	of	God	
You would probably expect this section to be titled something having to do with the 10 plagues 
and though that might be a good description of the 
content, it would miss the purpose of the content. To put 
it simply, the plagues are all about answer the question 
of “Who is Yahweh?” How? Each of the plagues was 
more than just a physically unpleasant burden it was also 
a slap at the gods of Egypt. The first plague, for example 
was more than just turning water to blood. When you 
consider the geography of ancient Egypt, you’ll see that 
although the actual land mass of the country is huge 
only a small area is inhabitable. The only thing that 
keeps this section of North Africa habitable at all is the 
Nile River. The only reason a river exists in the midst of 
the desert in the first place is that the Nile is the world’s 
longest river and its headwaters begin in the 
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mountainous regions of central Africa. Because the Nile actually gave life to an otherwise 
hopelessly dead area it was worshiped as a god. When Yahweh then turned all the water 
including the Nile into blood the Egyptians were in immediate danger of survival and one of 
their most important gods was devastated.  

In much the same way the ninth plague of darkness 
turned the lights out on the land of Egypt and the 
sun god Re who was worshiped as well. In this 
picture you can see the Pharaoh celebrating an 
annual ceremony before the incarnation of the sun 
god Re wherein the Pharaoh himself comes to Re to 
renew his own deity. In the final plague as well 
God was not just striking a personal blow at the 
house of Pharaoh again insulting the gods of Egypt 
since the Pharaoh himself was worshipped as well 
as the next little deity in waiting. In all these ways 
the person of Yahweh is revealed. Not only is he 
seen as more powerful than all the gods of Egypt he also performs all these wonders in order to 
rescue his people to keep his promises to them. So, then what do we and the Egyptians and the 
Israelites learn from these stories about who God is? We learn that he is a very powerful and 
promise-keeping God. Hmmmm, last time I checked there was a shorthand way to refer to those 
concepts: Yahweh! 

God’s	rescue	from	sin,	12	
The story of Passover is really the 10th and final plague. There is some 
question as to what the Israelites might have learned from placing the 
blood of the lamb at the top and sides of their doorposts but the most 
likely lesson would simply be that all who passed through the doors 
had been covered by the blood of the lamb. The lesson was simple, but 
profound; If the lamb dies, we live. The death of an innocent 
substitute with its attendant and severe consequences was on clear 
display for anyone who would or wouldn’t participate.  

Answers to the quiz on page 5 

What Hebrew name?

Gen 1
Gen 2

Gen 17:1

Psa 1

Psa 110:1

16

Elohim
Yahweh, Elohim

Yahweh, El-Shaddai

Yahweh 

Yahweh, Adonai 

In the beginning, God created the heavens & earth. 
Then the LORD God formed the man of dust

The LORD said to him, “I am God Almighty”

But his delight is in the law of the LORD

The LORD says to my Lord


