
THEOLOGY II: Doctrine of Bible and Salvation
Session 3  - Biblical Foundations (part 3) Dr. Jeremy Kimble

Grace - Getting what I don’t deserve Mercy - not getting what I do deserve

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

● Grace is manifested in Christ.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and
cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me,
because he was before me.’”) For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. For the law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

John 1:14-17

● Grace is the ultimate basis of salvation.

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness,
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. Rom 3:23-25

● Grace is also the pattern for the Christian life.

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Rom 5:2

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to
renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for
good works. Titus 2:11-14

● Grace is unmerited favor.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare
even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Rom 5:6-8

● Grace is received solely through faith as a gift.
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, Eph 2:8
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● Grace is compelling.

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For
what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in
our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. 2 Cor 4:4-6

● Back to the order of salvation, we begin with two words that must take place in the
order of salvation, for they lead us back to the… before the foundation of the world:
predestination, and election.

We
GOD ----- SIN ----- SALVATION
Loving Dead New heart/New covenant
Holy/Righteous/Just Condemned New birth
Purity Separated New life - Gospel - Spirit
Wrath Enemies/Rebels

“Rabbi, we know that you're a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs
that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered, (Nicodemus/Pharisee) “Truly, truly,
I say to you, unless one is born again… born of water and of Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God.” John 3:2b, 3:3,5. (Eze 36:25-27)

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind
(pneuma/Spirit) blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.” John 3:6-8 (Being born again is something the Holy Spirit does)

“For you (Israel) are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen
you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the
face of the earth. Deut 7:6 (Election - Predestination - Chosen)

It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it
is (WHY?)... because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to
your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt.
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his
commandments, to a thousand generations, Deut 7:7-9 (Genesis 12 - Abraham, a
pagan not a Yahweh worshiper, is the 1st one chosen)

“God is Love” is multi-faceted: John 3: God loves the world. John 10: Jesus loves his sheep
and his sheep know him. There’s a particular kind of love for God’s people. D.A. Carson
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Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us (elected us) in him
(assurance) before the foundation of the world, (WHY?)... that we should be holy and
blameless (job description) before him. In love he predestined us (before time) for
adoption to himself as sons (family!) through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of
his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
Eph 1:3-6 (Rom 8, Eph 1, 1 Peter 1)

But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice
cunning or to tamper with God's word, but by the open statement of the truth we
would commend ourselves to everyone's conscience in the sight of God. And even
if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. In their case the god
of this world (satan) has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from
seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For
what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as
your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,”
(Genesis 1 Let there be light...) has shone in our hearts to give the light (and life-
God ordained salvation) of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. 2 Cor 4:2-6

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he (1) foreknew he also (2)
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also (3) called,
and those whom he called he also (4) justified, and those whom he justified he also
(5) glorified. Rom 8:28-30

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness
in the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.
For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of
my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them
belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship,
and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according
to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. Rom 9:1-5

(I’m hurting emotionally for my fellow Jews who do not see Jesus as Messiah)

But it is not as though the word of God has failed. Rom 9:6a (According to OT
prophesy, the Jews should be rejecting him. It’s spreading like wildfire among the

Gentiles) But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who are
descended from Israel belong to”Israel”, (they’re not all believers) and not all are
children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your
offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the
children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. For this is what
the promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.”
And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our
forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or
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bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but
because of him who calls— she was told, “The older (Ishmael) will serve the younger
(Isaac) .” As it is written, “Jacob (chosen seed) I loved, but Esau I hated.” Rom 6b-13

What shall we say then? (Is there injustice on God's part?) (How is this fair?) By no
means! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or
exertion, but on God, who has mercy. (No one is saved apart from God’s mercy)

Rom 8:14-16

For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up,
that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all
the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he (God) hardens
whomever he wills. (How could I take initiative to be saved?) You will say to me
then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” Rom 9:17-19

(How could it be my fault if I’m not saved?) But who are you, O man, to answer back to
God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the
potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use
and another for dishonorable use? What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make
known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for
destruction, in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he
has prepared beforehand for glory— even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only
but also from the Gentiles? (both) Rom 9:20-24

What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have
attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; Rom 9:30
Israel ‘Jews” are trying to do it by works. You’re not the potter, you’re a bowl if he says
so. He has authority over these things.

But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend
into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’”
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say? “The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says,
“Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek: for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who
call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written,
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” But they have not all
obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?”
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. Rom 10:6-17
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SUMMARY
1. Election shows God’s faithfulness - He keeps covenant when we are faithless

2. Election gives assurance - When you heard the word (were called) you

responded! You’re family.

3. Election calls us to holiness - Chosen to be holy and blameless.

4. Election encourages evangelism and prayers - When people pray… God works.

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION… (From Theology I)

● We possess a freedom of inclination (compatibilism), not indifference (libertarianism).

Compatibilism: I am free to do what I most want to do, what is most in
accordance with my character, what I’m most inclined to do, what motivates me.

Libertarianism: I’m always free to choose otherwise, I choose A… but I can
choose B. I’m not coerced by an external force. I choose what I desire most.

Before conversion… I default to sin. After conversion I’m free to choose
righteousness. After glorification I’ll always desire righteousness.
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