
THEOLOGY II: Doctrine of Bible and Salvation
Session 2  - Biblical Foundations (part 2) Dr. Jeremy Kimble

What were you saved from?

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience - among whom we all once
lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. Eph 2:1-3

(bad news)

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit
there is no deceit. Ps 32:1-2 (Only those who are in Christ can say that - the
standard is God himself)

For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by
the heat of summer. Ps 32:3-4 (the weight of sin kept secret)

I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will
confess my transgression to the Lord,’ and you forgave me the iniquity of my sin.
Ps 32:5

Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds the one who
trusts in the Lord. Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy,
all you uptight in heart! Ps 32:10-11

THE GOSPEL

● The Gospel is news, specifically good news about the person and work of Jesus Christ
(1 Cor 15:1-58).

○ The gospel is the announcement that the crucified and risen Jesus (perfect Son
of God, Son of Man), who died for our sins and rose again according to the
Scriptures, has been enthroned as the true Lord, Savior and Treasure of the
world. When this gospel is preached, God calls people, out of sheer grace, to
respond in the repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.

■ This definition is historical, telling us the reality of who Jesus is and what
he accomplished.

■ It is also experiential, meaning it is applied to us through the means of
repentance (turning from sin) and faith in Jesus as our Lord, Savior and
Treasure.
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DIFFERENT CONCEPTIONS OF SALVATION

● While evangelicals generally know what we mean by the word “salvation,” we need to
be aware that it is used in different senses in some theological circles.

○ As to Time: is salvation an event or a process? The traditional Roman Catholic
view is that salvation (justification) is the process of becoming just or righteous.

Protestant - Event By faith alone (We are declared righteous)

RCC - Process By faith (You are becoming righteous via
Sacraments: Starts with Infant Baptism, Confirmation,
Eucharist/Lord’s Supper, Confession/Repentance,
Priesthood, Marriage, Last Rights/Purgatory)

○ Evangelicals have emphasized salvation as an event, but we can and should
incorporate the idea of process as well. As an event, we have been saved from
the penalty of sin (justification). As a process, we are being saved from the
power of sin (sanctification). One day, in the final event of God's plan, we will be
saved from the presence of sin (glorification). All are aspects of salvation.

○ As to need. The traditional formulation has emphasized the need to be saved
from the righteous wrath of God that our sin calls forth, and restored to a proper
relationship with him. Thus, the primary idea in salvation is vertical (Eph 2:1-20)

○ As to Medium. How does one get saved? The Catholic answer has focused on
the sacraments; liberation theology on overthrowing oppressive political
structures; some look to psychologists to help them find resolution of conflicts
and achieve a healthy psyche; evangelicals look to salvation by grace through
faith.

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism: Predominate worldview in America today. Be a
good person & do the right thing, God’s there to meet your psychological needs,
God created the world and said… “You’re on your own now, I’m done”. Live how
you want to… but God will be there in times of crisis.

○ As to Extent (see Luke 13:23-24). Will all be saved (universalism) or only some?
The fate, especially of those unevangelized, is one of the most pressing
questions in this area.

Universalism: Everyone is saved. Easier emotionally.
Inclusivism: Each does the best they can in regards to their particular religion -
It’s good enough for God.
Exclusivism: Believers in Jesus Christ alone are saved.
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VERSES THAT STATE THE GOSPEL IS EXCLUSIVE

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me. John 14:6

And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven
given among men by which we must be saved.” Acts 4:12

Easy believism. Said a prayer 30 years ago/No fruitfulness to your salvation.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ Matt
7:21-23

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us
even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us
with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the coming ages he
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. For
we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Eph 2:4-10

That’s why we have church discipline. The issue isn’t sin because we all sin.
Fruitfulness matters. The issue is repentance and ongoing faith.

THE ESSENCE OF SALVATION

● Union with Christ

○ While there are many ways to describe what happens in salvation (forgiveness,
eternal life, justification, adoption, etc.), I think the best phrase for the essence of
salvation that sums up and includes all the rest is union with Christ.

○ Look at Ephesians 1:3-14 and see the presence of “in Christ.”

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless
before him. In love  he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through

3



Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  to the praise of his glorious
grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and
insight  making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose,
which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth.
In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will,  so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit,  who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of
his glory. Eph 1:3-14

UNION WITH CHRIST

● In the OT, there are a variety of images that show the solidarity that exists between the
Messiah and his people.

○ In Isa 7:14, he is Immanuel, God with us.

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Isa 7:14

○ In Is 53, he identifies himself with his people’s sin, suffering in their place.

○ Jer 23:5 and 33:15 speak of the branch who is our righteousness.

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will raise up for David a
righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute
justice and righteousness in the land. Jer 23:5

In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. Jer 33:15

○ In Ezek 34:23, he is our shepherd.

And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. Ezek 34:23

○ In Dan 7:13-14, he is not the only Son of God, but the Son of man.

“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one
like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before
him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom that all peoples,
nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be
destroyed. Dan 7:13-14

○ In all these images, there is the idea of one who is united to his people.
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● In the NT, the incarnation is the greatest act of union and identification ever seen.
Moreover, faith in the NT is primarily faith in Christ. It directs someone toward union
with him.

● Analogies for union with Christ.

○ Trinitarian realities of union (John 17:21,23)
○ Stone in a building (Eph 2:19-22, 1 Pet 2:4-5)
○ Adam to human race (Rom 5:12-19; 1 Cor 15:19-49)
○ Vine and branches (John 15:1-17)
○ Marriage (Eph 5:22-23)
○ Head and body (Eph 4:15-16

● The union of the believer with Christ is a real, vital, life-giving, spiritual union,
accomplished by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and his union with our spirit. Note the
close association of Jesus and the Spirit (Rom 8:9-11, 2 Cor 3:17-18, John 14:16).
Christ still has his human body (a glorified, spiritual body), and is located at the right
hand of God. Calvin says, “The Holy Spirit is the means by which Christ effectively links
us to himself.”

● Keathley states, “First, positionally God looks upon Christ as our representative, and
all his accomplishments are considered by God to be ours. Second, experientially, we
begin to undergo the transforming benefits when at conversion the Spirit dwells in us.”
More and more and more like Christ.

● The Means of Union with Christ. If union with Christ is the essence of salvation, then the
means to union with Christ is the same as the means of salvation: faith in Him.

● The Results of Union with Christ. We share all he is and has; his righteousness (I Cor
1:30), his power (2 Cor 12:9), his authority in spiritual warfare (Matt 28:18-20), his
sufferings (Phil 3:8-10), and his kingdom (2 Tim 2:12). In fact, every spiritual blessing
we experience as believers is a fruit of our union with Christ (Eph 1:4).

And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God,

righteousness and sanctification and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Let the

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 1 Cor 1:30-31

Election

Preservation UNION Justification
and WITH and

Glorification CHRIST Sanctification

Adoption
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And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also
called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified
he also glorified. Rom 8:28-30

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

● The phrase ordo salutis simply means the order of salvation. In the history of theology
there has been a good deal of discussion of ordo salutis. The only explicit biblical base
for this whole issue is Rom 8:28-30, which gives a sequence of foreknowledge,
predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. Of course, we know this
cannot be complete, since faith/repentance, regeneration, and sanctification must be
fitted in along the way, but more by logic and implication.

● Why we accept salvation
○ Grace

○ Election/Predestination

○ New Life

○ Calling

● How we accept salvation
○ Repentance

○ Faith

○ Conversion

● What we get in salvation
○ New Life

○ Union with Christ

○ Justification

○ Adoption

○ Sanctification (definitive act, ongoing process)

○ Perseverance/Preservation

○ Glorification

● Before we get to that sequence, however, we must note the foundational importance of
grace. The word charis is found 155 times in the NT. While Scripture does teach the
idea of common grace, which applies to all on the level of providence, grace normally
relates to salvation and those who receive God’s spiritual blessings. We may define
grace in this sense as God’s goodness of saving and restoring those who deserve
eternal punishment.
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