
THEOLOGY II: Doctrine of Bible and Salvation
Session 6 - Ordo Salutis 3 - Dr. Jeremy Kimble

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

Sanctification. To differentiate, justification is the work of Christ for us; sanctification is the
work of Christ in us.

Justification is the act in which God Sanctification is the process in which God
declares us just. makes that declaration an experiential

reality.

Justification liberates us from the Sanctification liberates us from the power of
penalty of sin. sin.

The most important distinction is the Sanctification is a continual process, with
Simplest: justification is an act, accomplished ups and downs (but an overall upward
once and for all, that gives a foundation of trend), and progresses at different speeds.
assurance to the Christian life. Upward trajectory.

Wayne Grudem

And we all, with unveiled faces, beholding the glory of the Lord,are being

transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another.

For this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit. 2 Cor 3:18

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

● Positional Sanctification. Holiness or sanctification is something that can be
predicted of all believers simply because they are believers (cf.Eph 1:1). At the
moment of conversion, when they are set apart from worldly pursuits, and set apart for
God’s purposes (Gal 6:14).
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To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called
to be saints (holy ones - position regardless of your behavior) together with all
those who in every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their
Lord and ours: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 1 Cor 1:2-3

● Progressive Sanctification. This relates to moral purity. In this sense, sanctification is
seen as the process of growth in holiness that continues throughout the Christian life.
We are called to become who we are (Rom 6:1-12).

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing
the things you want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law. Now the works of the flesh are evident… I warn you, as I warned you
before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we
live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. Gal 5:16-26

Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the
Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. They are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in
them, due to their hardness of heart. They have become callous and have given
themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. But that is
not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard about him and
were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, (1) to put off (kill) your old self, which
belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires,
and to (2) be renewed in the spirit of your minds, (truth - Bible) and to (3) put on
the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with
his neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry and do not sin; do not
let the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil. Let the
thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own
hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need. Let no
corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up,
as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. And do not grieve
the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let
all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from
you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ forgave you. Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved
children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. Eph 4:17-52
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● Hindrances to sanctification. Since the human role in sanctification centers on faith,
anything that sparks unbelief will hinder sanctification.

○ Unfortunately, the world, the flesh and the devil are organized in opposition to us
(Eph 2:2-3). They seek to utilize events to tempt us to unbelief. We must kill sin
and persevere in our faith.

■ What are the areas in life that are hindering your sanctification?

Class discussion:
What are hindrances we have to growth and becoming more and more life Jesus?

Unbelief - every sin we commit is rooted here. We go elsewhere for identity/satisfaction.
The world, the flesh and the devil are opposed to you.

Desires are out of alignment - desire to sin is greater than my desire to please God.
Bad company corrupting you in your pursuits
Pride - I’m fine. I’ve got this
Weights that incumber us - entertainment/friendship choices, the way we do things or
don’t do things that just aren’t helping us.  (Heb 12)

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is
from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:15-17

(Gal 5, Eph 6… this is war)

● Perseverance in the faith. True Christians persevere

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his
good pleasure. Phil 2:12-13

And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and
blameless and above reproach before him, if indeed you continue in the faith,
stable and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of the gospel that you heard,
which has been proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
became a minister. Col 1:21-23  *True saving faith is a persevering faith.

○ There are two problems in this area. The first is how to reconcile verses like Rom
8:29-30, John 10:27-29 and others that emphasize and teach the security of the
believer with passages like Heb 6:4-6, 10:27-29 and others which warn of the
dire consequences of falling away, and look, at least at first sight, to teach that
believers can indeed fall away.
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For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. Rom 8:29-30

Golden chain of salvation: If you’re foreknown & predestined… you're
glorified.

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is
able to snatch them out of the Father's hand. John 10:27-29

○ The second problem is for those who do hold to perseverance. It is how to
account for persons we know, who undeniably appeared to have been saved,
who have fallen away from Christ. How do we resolve these problems?

For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, (sounds like
salvation language) and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the
powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, to restore them again to
repentance, since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own
harm and holding him up to contempt. (In the church, in the faith and commits
apostasy - denies the faith, no longer receive Jesus as Savior)

For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful
to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. But if it
bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is

to be burned. Heb 6:4-8

● DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

○ The Arminian position - A genuine believer could lose (walk away from,
apostatize) their salvation. Human responsibility not God’s sovereignty.

There are categories of people that think they’re “in”, but they’re not.

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will
say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in
your name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ Matt
7:21-23
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Consider… as an argument against this position… The Parable of the Sower
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 And great
crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down. And the whole
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower
went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along (1)the path, and the birds
came and devoured them. 5 Other seeds fell on (2)rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but
when the sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away.
7 Other seeds fell among (3)thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other
seeds fell on (4)good soil and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty….

The Parable of the Sower Explained
… (1) the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is
what was sown along the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one
who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he (2)has no root in
himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account
of the word, immediately he falls away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is
the one who (3) hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of
riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful.

*Not an example of a genuine Christian
but non-believers who if even for a time…look the part.

23 As for what was sown on good soil, (4) this is the one who hears the word and
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another
sixty, and in another thirty.” Matt 13:1-23

Look at Heb 6 and compare it with Heb 13. This same language is used to say…
These are people that are in the church.

...in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, (sounds like salvation
language) and have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of
the age to come… For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and
produces a crop useful to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing
from God. But if it bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being
cursed, and its end is to be burned.

Believers produce a useful crop
compared with the thorns/thistles of a non-believer.

These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them the gloom of
utter darkness has been reserved. (Jude) For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they
entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who are barely escaping from those
who live in error. They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of
corruption. For whatever overcomes a person, to that he is enslaved. For if, after
they have escaped the defilements of the world through the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the
last state has become worse for them than the first. (sounds like saved & loses
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it…?) For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment
delivered to them. What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog
returns to its own vomit, and the sow (pig), after washing herself, returns to
wallow in the mire.” 2 Peter 2:17-22

False teachers hearing the truth, even looking like they responded well in the
church, but at some point demonstrated that they haven’t. They show who they
truly are. The “pig” never becomes… not a pig. At one point it’s a “clean pig” but
then goes back to the mud.

Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming,
so now many antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour.
They (false teachers) went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might
become plain that they all are not of us. 1 John 2:18-19

○ The Hypothetical position -

Heb 6 & 10 are hypothetical descriptions of what would happen if a Christian
would fall away. It’s meant to be an encouragement… that’s not you! You’re
persevering!

○ The Reformed position

Those who turn away (renounce) from the faith demonstrate that they were never
really saved.

○ The Means of Perseverance Position

God put them in the Bible as a means for us to be warned and persevere in the
faith

So how do we know?
A disciple recognizes the Messiah and responds in humility, dependence and faith, and from
that comes forth fruit... in opposition to someone saying, “I’m good”!
Don’t be self sufficient. The ground of our salvation is not us but Christ.

The Pharisee and the Tax Collector

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and treated others with contempt: “Two men went up into the temple
to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by
himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes
of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I
tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For
everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself
will be exalted.” Matt 13:1-23
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DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

● Glorification. This is the final, complete transformation of our total being, the end of the
process of salvation. At death, the non material aspect of human nature (soul or spirit) is
glorified in terms of moral perfection as the completion of sanctification (Phil 1:6) and
the end of the sinful nature. This happens as we see Christ and are made like him (I
John 3:2, Heb 12:23).

● At the return of Christ, we will receive a resurrected or transformed body, like that of
Jesus (I Cor 15:52, Phil 3:21). This is the second stage of glorification, which the
redeemed are still awaiting in heaven, as they exist now in the intermediate state. This
will be the end of the order of salvation outlined in Rom 8:29-30.

GOD IS THE GOSPEL (John Piper)

● The gospel of Jesus is the means of seeing and savoring the Savior himself.
Forgiveness is good because it opens the way to enjoying God himself. Justification is
good because it wins access to the presence and pleasure of God himself. Eternal life is
good because it becomes the everlasting enjoyment of Jesus.

For Christ also suffered once for sins (died), the righteous for the unrighteous, to

bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit.

1 Pet 3:18

● All God’s good gifts (forgiveness, adoption, justification…) in the gospel are loving to the
degree that they lead us to God himself. This is the love of God: doing everything
necessary, most painfully in the death of his Son, to enthrall us with what is most deeply
and durably satisfying - namely, himself.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

● A clear understanding of the gospel and conversion (John 6:35). We must be sure that
we are believing and proclaiming a robust and true gospel according to Scripture.

● How do you share the gospel with people?
God is holy, you’re sinful, Christ can redeem… Here's how you can be saved.
Apps: Life on Mission The Story

● How can we have assurance of our salvation?
○ A present posture of faith and repentance - conviction over your sin.

○ Evidence of fruit

○ Perseverance in the faith

○ Love for God and others.
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● Means of grace in sanctification

○ Bible Study, Prayer, Silence and solitude, Fasting, Journaling, Community,
Worship, Evangelism. Christian Biography

○ Persevere in your faith through a crucial means, namely, the church
(Heb 3:12-12; 10:23-25). Get involved, plugged in, and accountable to some
group of people that has full disclosure on your life.
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