
THEOLOGY II: Doctrine of Bible and Salvation
Session 4 - Ordo Salutis 1 - Dr. Jeremy Kimble

● Why we accept salvation
○ Grace
○ Election/Predestination
○ New Life
○ Calling

● How we accept salvation
○ Repentance
○ Faith
○ Conversion

● What we get in salvation
○ New Life
○ Union with Christ
○ Justification
○ Adoption
○ Sanctification (definitive at, ongoing process)
○ Perseverance/Preservation
○ Glorification

And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go on
speaking and do not be silent, for I am with you, and no one will attack you to
harm you, for I have many in this city who are my people.” (They need the
gospel so I will teach...) And he stayed a year and six months, teaching the word
of God among them. Acts 18:9-11

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

● Beyond what God did prior to creation, many things happen virtually simultaneously at
the moment of conversation.

● Calling. See Rom 8:29-30. This passage is the only place where “calling” is used in this
sense, though Christians are often spoken as “called” (Rom 1:6; 1 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:6). We
often speak of the universal call of the gospel, (dinner’s ready) as it calls all people to
come to Christ, but the calling in Rom 8:29-30 is an effectual call, (2 respond) for its
results in the salvation of all those called in this manner (cf. John 6:37; 2 Cor 4:4-6).

Spirit
Gospel

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And
those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. Rom 8:29-30
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including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, Rom 1:6

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 1 Cor 1:2

I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace
of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— Gal 1:6

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I
will never cast out. John 6:37

In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to
keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord,
with ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 2 Cor 4:4-6

● We interpret “calling” as a work of the Spirit that draws one to salvation. It includes
conviction of sin, (John 16:8-11), the sense of need for forgiveness and a Savior, and
the motivation to respond to the gospel. But these are all implications; the only biblical
affirmation we have is that those predestined are called; and those called are also
justified.

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. John 16:8-11

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new

heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart of stone

from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you,

and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. Ezek

36:25-27

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;

behold, the new has come. 2 Cor 5:17

● Regeneration. This refers to new birth - new life. The concept of regeneration
presupposes that something is wrong in human nature. It presupposes that humans
exist in a state of spiritual death (Eph 2:1), a state in which they are at enmity with God
(Rom 3:10-18; 8:7).
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And you were dead in the trespasses and sins Eph 2:1

as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks
for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one
does good, not even one.”  “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues
to deceive.” “The venom of asps is under their lips.” “Their mouth is full of curses
and bitterness.” “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and
misery, and the way of peace they have not known.” “There is no fear of God
before their eyes.” Rom 3:10-18

For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to
God's law; indeed, it cannot. Rom 8:7

What is needed is not a small modification, but a new birth, and a new life.

○ The word “regeneration” in reference to salvation appears only in Titus 3:5.

○ The idea of a new birth or being born again is the same concept, and it is found

several times (John 3:1-10, Eph 2:5; James 1:18, 1 Pet 1:3, 23).

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again
he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be
born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is
flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you,
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its
sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” John 3:1-10

even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ—by grace you have been saved— Eph 2:5

Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of firstfruits of his creatures. James 1:18

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 1 Pet 1:3

since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,
through the living and abiding word of God; 1 Pet 1:23

○ Receiving a new spirit or a new heart or being made a new creature has the
same basic meaning (Ezek 36:25-27, 2 Cor 5:17).
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○ This new birth will lead to a new life, one in which the new nature that has been
born will war against the old nature until the consummation (Gal 5:17-24).

Regeneration does not mean you’re not going to be at war with the flesh, it
means you can war with the flesh effectively. Slave to sin - Rom 6.

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are
against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing
the things you want to do. (Battle) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger,
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I
warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit
the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. Gal 5:16-24

● Conversion is a single action of turning from sin in repentance and turning to Christ in
faith.

Non-Christain Jesus “Come to me, all who are weary and burdened,

SIN and I will give  you rest” Matt 11:28

REPENTANCE + FAITH
CONVERSION

DIMENSIONS OF SALVATION

● Faith

● What is true, genuine saving faith? Heb 11:1

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.

● Is faith necessary for Christan growth? If so, what are we placid faith in (specifically ) to
see growth?

● Have faith and repentance remained a continuing part of your Christian life? How so?
What are your daily patterns in terms of faith and repentance?

● Faith: the human response to God’s grace. As grace is the most important word with
respect to the diving initiative in salvation, faith is the central word for the human
response (recognizing that even faith itself is also the gift of God; see Eph 2:8, Acts
11:18).
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For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;
it is the gift of God, Eph 2:8

When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying,
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

Acts 11:18

● The elements of faith. Because faith is used in a variety of ways, both in Scripture and
in contemporary life, it is important to note the elements involved in true biblical faith.
The Reformers distinguished three elements in faith:

○ knowledge (awareness of and assent to the facts of the gospel),

○ approval (joy in an love for the truth),

○ and trust (personal confidence).

● We are called to believe in Jesus as Savior (John 3:16), Lord (Romans 10:9-10), and
Treasure John 6:35).

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.

Rom 10:9-10

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger,
and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. John 6:35

Come-Believe   Hunger-Thirst  Need Spiritually

● The efficacy of faith. We need to make clear that we do not trust in the power of faith
in itself. It is more accurate to say that faith does not save us; Jesus does. Faith is
simply the designated way to receive the gift Jesus has purchased for us.

The best image I have heard for faith is that of empty hands, open to receive what
Christ offers.

The issue is not the intensity for our faith…  but the objective finished work of Jesus and
our faith being in that. It’s not blind faith. The apostles go out of their way to give
empirical and rational reasons to recognize this is true. Luke writes as orderly account
from eye witnesses so that you can know these things are factual. (Luke & Acts)
Tangible evidence…  archaeology and manuscripts, etc.

The discipline of apologetics exists to say… we have questions. We can’t say “Just
believe”.
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● The other side of faith: repentance. Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a
renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment to forsake it and walk in obedience to
Christ.

● Repentance includes:

○ An intellectual understanding that sin is wrong.

○ An emotional approval of the teachings of Scripture regarding sin - sorrow for
sin and a hatred of it.

○ A personal decision to turn from it and obey Christ.

○ Repentance is inseparable from true faith. In the Bible, it is often stated as an
indispensable requirement for salvation (Matt 4:17, Luke 24:47, Acts 2:38; 3:19;
17:30, 2 Cor 7:8-10; 2 Pet 3:9). In order to trust Christ, one must first cease to
trust in other gods. (a lot of things)

For even if I made you grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret
it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a while. As it is, I rejoice,
not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting.
For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 2 Cor 7:8-9

For godly grief (sorrow) produces a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 2 Cor 7:10

○ Not only is it requisite for salvation, it continues to have an important part in the
Christians’s life, in the ongoing process of sanctification (Rev 2:5,16; 3:3,19).
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