
THEOLOGY I: Doctrine of Man - Creation and Providence (Part 1)
Session 1  - Dr. Jeremy Kimble

God - Triune - Transcendence - Creator -------------- Providence
Incommunicable Attributes - Preservation

- Governance (sovereignty)
- Freedom
- Compatibilism

● KEY QUESTIONS

○ Why, how, and when did God create the universe?

○ What is the extent of God’s sovereignty over creation?

○ If God controls all things, do your actions have real meaning?

○ How does God relate to evil? (theodicy)

CEDARVILLE DOCTRINAL STATEMENT

We believe that the Scriptures provide a literal and historical account of God’s creation
of all things. The climax of the six days of creation was the special, immediate and
personal creation of human life. The first humans, Adam and Eve, were directly created,
not evolved from previous life forms. God created humans, male and female, in His
image. Human life, sexual identity and roles are aspects of God’s creative design. From
creation, marriage is a covenant between a man and a woman that should be marked
by sexual purity, by sacrificial male leadership, and by recognizing the divine blessing of
children, including preborn children.
Adam and Eve, though created in perfection, sinned, and warranting physical death,
spiritual death, and eternal separation from God. Consequently, all human beings are
born with a sin nature, and are sinners in thought, word, and deed.
Genesis 1:1-27; 2:7-25; 3:1-24; Psalm 127:3-5; Romans 1:18-32; 3:10-19; 5:12-19;
Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18-19.

BIBLICAL VIEW OF CREATION

● Out of more than 100 passages on creation:
○ 90 affirm God as Creator.
○ 58 note God’s power over nature.
○ 38 specify God as Creator of all.
○ 32 speak of God’s purposefulness in creating the earth for man and man for

God’s glory.
○ 20 relate to God’s continuing preservation of creation.
○ 10 remind us that God is everlasting and prior to his creation.
○ 9 declare that creation shows God’s wisdom, and
○ 2 discuss the time of creation.
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● God created the entire universe, including human beings, who alone have the special
status of being made in God’s image, and God pronounced it “very good” (Gen 1-2).

○ This stands against all forms of idolatry (Jer 10:10-12)

But the Lord is the true God; he is the living God and the everlasting King. At his
wrath the earth quakes, and the nations cannot endure his indignation. Thus
shall you say to them: “The gods who did not make the heavens and the earth
shall perish from the earth and from under the heavens. ”  It is he who made the
earth by his power, who established the world by his wisdom, and by his
understanding stretched out the heavens. Jer 10:10-12

○ God created by speaking the world into existence

○ God created an ordered, good, and purposeful world

● Though God completed His initial creative work and rested, there still remains to be
seen the new creation of God, the new heavens and the new earth, the home of all
God’s redeemed. (2 Pet 3:13, Rev 21:4-5).

Read Gen 1 & 2… then read Revelation 21 & 22.  Ps 42-43 Soul… believe that!

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. Rev 21:1-2

● God’s creation includes the creation of spiritual beings, angels, some of whom fell and
became demons. (Col 1:15-16).

Forty Questions about Angel, Demons and Spiritual Warfare by John R. Gilhooly

Created in God’s Own Image - 3 Views

1. Function in a certain way - man worked and kept the garden

2. Relational Aspect - capacity to relate to God and others.

3. *Substantive View - mind, will, emotions - capacity like God to operate in a certain way.

Dispatches From the Front DVD’s - Tim Keesee, show first-hand the work of missionaries and
pastors in some of the tougher parts of the world. (some available on youtube)

Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive. Indeed, what I have forgiven, if I have
forgiven anything, has been for your sake in the presence of Christ, so that we
would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs. 2 Cor
2:10-11
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Satan has many designs (plural) and approaches on how he does things - materialism,
sexuality, power, work. Idols seem to fall in these categories. If there’s a spiritualism that’s
embedded in a culture that can be utilized for satans purposes... he’ll use that.

Who were the Nephilim?

When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to

them, the son’s of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they

took as their wives any they chose. Then the Lord said, “My Spirit shall not abide

in man forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” The Nephilim were on

the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the

daughters of man and they bore children to them. These were the mighty men

who were of old, the men of renown. Gen 6:1-4

Debate: Are the sons of God angels or human beings?
In Job angels are sons of God vs Matt 22 angels neither marry nor are given in
marriage.
If human: Line of Seth, ungodly women, offspring … Goliath - Giants.
Either way: Downward spiral that leads to the flood. 1 Pet 2, 2 Pet 3 additional views.

BIBLICAL VIEW OF CREATION

● God’s creation is purposeful. That purpose relates especially to humans.
Thirty-two passages deal with this theme. There is no hint of randomness in creation.
Scientists have noted the anthropic nature of creation, that many aspects of creation
seem especially suited to human existence. But there is also a higher purpose for
the creation of humans. The ultimate purpose of all creation is to worship and glorify
God. (Isa 43:6-7).

A BRIEF BIBLICAL THEOLOGY OF CREATION

● In Genesis we see the actual act of creation (Gen 1-2)

● Isaiah says the Creator God trumps any other so called god (Isa 40:28; 42:5; 43:1-7,
15; 44:24; 45:18-20; 46:4; 57:13)

● Psalms connects creation to providence (Ps 74;89) and sustains all things.

● Job recounts God’s creation power (Job 38-41)

● John 1 is reminiscent of Genesis 1
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● In Acts, prayer is based on this doctrine, and it drives Paul’s preaching (Acts 4:23-30;
14:15; 17:24)

They were told to be quiet about Jesus…

When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief
priests and the elders has said to them. And when they heard it, they lifted their
voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the
earth and the sea and everything in them…
for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant Jesus,
who you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to
take place. And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to
continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your hand to
heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant
Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was
shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of
God with boldness. Acts 4:23-24, 27-30.

We pray to this God because He created everything and we know who He is.

● Revelation describes the coming of a new creation and says God is worthy as Creator
of all things. (Rev 4:11;21)

HISTORY OF THE DOCTRINE

● Patristic - creations was affirmed as ex nihilo, (Latin) that it was a Trinitarian work,
and that it is connected to our salvation.

● Medieval - similar to patristic era.

● Reformation - delved more deeply into what the persons of the Trinity did at creation,
and also made connections to natural revelation.

● Modern - rise of the modern era, emphasis put on natural, beginning of
creation/evolution divide.

CREATION/EVOLUTION

● Charles Darwin’s development of the theory of evolution as an explanation for the world
in 1859, the famous Scopes trial of 1925, (illegal to teach evolution in public schools)
and the growing dominance of evolution as the accepted scientific explanation of the
world have caused a rift between creationists and naturalists. Understanding and
responding to the current situation requires attention to three separate questions. The
Origin of Species by Charles Darwin. God? Or no God?
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○ Did God create the universe?

○ How did God create the earth?

○ When did God create the earth?

● Did God create the universe?

○ On this all Christians should be able to agree. The alternative to the Creator-God
is the eternal existence of matter (itself a sizable item of faith), which, when
combined with sufficient time and chance, produced this universe. Without
creation, the universe has no purpose, human beings have no dignity, and all the
beauty and meaning we sense is an illusion. Evolutionists do not always point out
the consequences of their theories, (no purpose) but we should be aware that
creation is no inconsequential doctrine. Further, it is the fact of God as Creator
that is the focus of Scripture.

We as Christians, in our words (saying the gospel) and in our lives (living out the gospel) better
show amazing purposefulness. If we don’t live out the glorification of God in all things with joy,
we aren’t testifying the truth in our living.

● How did God create the earth?

○ Direct creation of every species. This is usually associated with what is called
young earth creationism, in which the apparent age of the earth is explained as
a result of the Noahic flood. See Genesis 1:11, 21, 24 (“according to its kinds”).

○ Theistic evolution. According to this view, God “front-loads” creation with all the
capabilities and potentialities He desires so that it may develop according to His
plan without requiring further assistance or activity from Him.

Problems: When was the point they’re no longer monkeys & now human?
Death and dying would have come before the fall & not after sin.
Scientific numbers are constantly changing.

● When did God create the earth?

○ Young earth. The six 24 hour day theory stands for a very young earth (6-8,000
years old). The apparent age of the earth that geologists see is explained either
by the catastrophe of the Noahic flood, or as the result of God creating things
with the appearance of age. This is the most straightforward reading of Genesis
1-2.
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○ The Gap Theory holds that there was a long gap between Genesis 1:1
and Genesis 1:2, during which billions of years could have passed. Then,
after some catastrophe, such as the fall of Lucifer, the creation became
“formless and empty” and God’s recreative work was done in six days,
perhaps as recently as 10,000 years ago.

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth…

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the

deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. Gen 1:1… Gen 1:2

○ The Day-Age Theory holds for some type of correspondence between the six
days of creation and six geologic periods, noting that the word yom can be used
for periods other than 24 hour days (see Genesis 2:4, and 2 Peter 3:8), and that
there seems to be some correspondence between what happens on each of the
days of creation and the generally accepted scientific account of the
development of creation.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the

light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. God called the

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was

morning, the first day…. second day, third day, etc. Gen 1:3-5, 8, 12, 19, 23

● I (Dr.Kimble) think taking a young-earth creation position is right for several
reasons.

○ This yields the most straightforward reading of Genesis 1-2.

○ It also makes sense of God’s Sabbath command in Exodus 20:8-11.

○ It does justice to a historical Adam, which is crucial for our understanding

of salvation (Rom 5:12-21).

So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them. Gen 1:27 Hebrew Poetry

“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all
your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall
not do any work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your
female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. For
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and
made it holy. Exodus 20:8-11
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THEOLOGICAL SYNTHESIS

● God created all that is in a purposeful manner, with man as the pinnacle of His

creation.

● God is distinct from His creation, though He is very involved in it.

● The God who has the power to create also has the power to save (Isa 43:1;

46:4; Col 1:16).

● All things were made by Him and for His glory.

7


