
THEOLOGY II: Doctrine of The Church
Session 6 - Ordinances - Dr. Jeremy Kimble

Baptism - sign of the new covenant, for believers
Lord’s Supper - memorial visible display and reminder of the gospel.

BAPTISM

● Origination. Baptism was used for Gentiles proselytizing to the Jewish faith in the
Second Temple period, so this practice was about showing that a person was lining up
their lives with a certain set of teachings (DSS).

● John baptized with a “baptism of repentance.” This was a pattern for the baptism to
come (Matt 3:7-12).

● Thus, the background of baptism lies in the washings of Judaism, especially for
proselytes, and the baptism of John, but Christian baptism takes on a new meaning in
the light of Christ and NT teaching.

PAEDOBAPTISM VS CREDOBAPTISM

● Paedobaptism (RCC; Augustine) - for cleansing of original sin, normative practice of
church by the fifth century. (sprinkling)

● Paedobaptism (Luther) - advocated possibility of infant faith, also spoke of the faith of
sponsors at baptism that administered grace.

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to
have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth
of the sea. Matt 18:5-6

● Paedobaptism (Calvin) - equated OT circumcision with NT baptism for ushering one
into the covenant community.

● Credobaptism (anabaptists) - faith always precedes baptism, it is for believers only.

BAPTISM

● Three principle ideas regarding this practice:

○ The central idea is that of identification with Christt, because we are baptized
into Christ (Rom 6:3; Gal 3:27), and become identified with his death, burial and
resurrection (Rom 6:4). This implies that baptism is for those who choose to
follow Christ (Acts 2:41)
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What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? Do you
not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him by baptism
into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. Rom 6:1-4

As many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Gal 3:27

○ As they identify with Christ, they also identify with the church. Acts 2:41indicates
that baptism led to church membership.

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls. Acts 2:41

○ Believer’s baptism means we deny all ideas of baptismal regeneration. It is
rather a testimony to what has happened.

KEY TERM - “BAPTIZO”

● This word means to plunge, dip, immerse, or wash. This word is used in Greek
to describe Jesus dipping His bread (John 13:26), and Jesus’ robe dipped in
blood. (Revelation 19:13).

● Our word “baptize” is simply a transliteration of the original Greek word.
(transliteration meaning: the act or process of writing words using a different
alphabet)

● So, baptism is the immersion or plunging of a believer completely under water
and then raising them up. (Mark 1:5, 10; John 3:23).

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”

Matt 28:19-20

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added
that day about three thousand souls. Acts 2:41

Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word. Philip went down
to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. And the crowds with
one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard him
and saw the signs that he did... But when they believed Philip as he preached
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women. Even Simon himself believed, and after being
baptized he continued with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles
performed, he was amazed. Acts 8:4-13
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So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows
no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him. Acts 10:34-35

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the
word.  And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter
were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the
Gentiles. For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God.
Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people,
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some
days. Acts 10:44-48

And after she was baptized, and her household as well, she urged us,
saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my
house and stay.” And she prevailed upon us. Acts 16:15

Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they
said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And
he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and he was
baptized at once, he and all his family. Acts 16:30-33

KEY PASSAGES

● MATTHEW 28:19-20 - Great Commission for Jesus, we make disciples (true followers
of Jesus) and then baptize them.

● Acts 2:38,41; 8:4-13; 10:34-38 - Those who had received the word repented and were
baptized.

● Acts 16:15, 30-33 - No mention of infants, only of households. All of these passages
show people who had the capacity to understand and believe, and then they were
baptized.

KEY PRINCIPLES

● Romans 6:1-4 - This practice symbolizes a believer’s spiritual death, burial, and
resurrection. It shows our identification to the movement of Jesus.

● Therefore, this practice holds meaning to those who have placed their faith in Jesus
Christ for salvation, and should be done for them accordingly.

● Baptism is a public declaration of a new association or reality.
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Gen 17; Deut 10:16; 30:6; Rom 2:29; Phil 3:3; Col 2:11-12
Jer 4;4; 9:24-25; Ezek 44:6-9.

Circumcision of the flesh Circumcision of the heart

-Type, shadow, visible, external, -Antitype, reality, hidden,
Created tension in narrative of internal, resolved tension
redemptive history between regarding sign and thing
sign and thing signified. signified, fulfillment of the sign.

Baptism is a testimony or witness
To heart circumcision. Connected
To faith and repentance, and thus
Comes after heart
circumcision/regeneration
(new covenant).

REFORMED BAPTIST
OT Circumcision - NT baptist OT NT

Circ of flesh - Circ of heart

And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying,
‘Know the Lord,’ for they (believers) shall all know me, from the least of them to
the greatest, Jer 31:34

QUESTIONS 22:22

● Should a believer be baptized immediately?

● Should there be some kind of doctrinal instruction prior to baptism? If so, what kind, how
much and how long?

● Should children be baptized early, or should they have some understanding and time to
“bear fruit?”

LORD’S SUPPER

● Variously termed:

○ Last Supper (Matt 26:26-29; cf. Luke 24:30)

○ The Breaking of the Bread (Acts 2:42)

○ Communion; Lord’s Table (1 Cor 10:14-21)

○ Lord’s Supper (1 Cor 11:17-34)
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● The institution (Matt 26:17-39, Mk 14:12-16, Lk 22:7-30, 1 Cor 11:17-34; see also Acts
2:42, 20:7, 1 Cor 10:14-22).
Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper in the midst of his observance of Passover with his
disciples. Thus we should probably see it as a covenant meal (Lk 22:20): “This cup is
the new covenant”, and note that there is no record of the disciples observing Passover
after this, for Christ is not “our Passover lamb” (1 Cor 5:7).

KEY ASPECTS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

Past Present Future
Recollection Participation Anticipation

Remembers and Personal: Corporate: Anticipated the
Proclaims what encourages the strengthens future: Marriage
Christ did at the believer’s faith Christian Supper of Lamb,
Cross God’s promises Community Second Coming

THE LORD’S SUPPER:
A SPECTRUM OF HISTORICAL VIEWS

Roman Catholic - Transubstantiation. Becomes body and blood of Christ, imparts
saving grace.

Lutheran - Consubstantiation. Christ’s bodily presence in, with, and under

Reformed - Means of Sanctifying Grace. Unique spiritual presence

Baptist - Memorial only, no special presence. Act of obedience, not a means of grace.
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