
THEOLOGY II: Doctrine of The Church
Session 3 - Mission Ministries Ordinances (part 1) - Dr. Jeremy Kimble

DOES CHURCH MEMBERSHIP REALLY MATTER?

● It’s me and Jesus, I’m not part of a “church”.
Donald Miller https://www.relevantmagazine.com/faith/donald-miller-church

● The Bible says there’s a need to be a part of the church.
Twelve Reasons Why Membership Matters
https://www.9marks.org/article/journaltwelve-reasons-why-membership-matters

Church Membership: How the World Knows Who Represents Jesus
by Jonathan Lehman.

NATURE HISTORY
Israel & Church Marks - “that place is a church”
Images - Trinitarian - Patristic Era 100-500 AD One holy, catholic, apostolic

-Body of Christ “C” = Roman Catholic Church “c” = universal, all people
-People of God
-Temple of the Spirit            - Reformation

The right preaching of the Word.
The right administration of the Ordinances/Sacraments
The right administration of Discipline

POLITY - How is a church to be governed?

● What is church polity?

● This denotes the way in which a church is governed, or its leadership structure.

● What are some different forms of church policy?

Episcopalian Government - Hierarchy. Two offices, elders and bishop/overseer

Archbishop Bishop Rector Cong.

1. Certain offices form a priesthood, which governs the church, final authority resides
outside the local congregation (So RCC).

2. Archbishops, bishops, and rectors are all priests, ordained to the Episcopalian
priesthood. Usually rector is called priest. (English see “priest” as related to “elder” or
presbyter, RCC sees it as related to OT priesthood).
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3. Argument for this form is not based on NT, but church history, and that it is not forbidden
in NT.

4. But bishop for this form is not distinct from “elder” in the NT; nor does NT show concern
for unbroken line of succession by laying on of hands; and authority seems to rest with
the congregatio and its own leaders.

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer (bishop), he

desires a noble task. 1 Timothy 3:1

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order,

and appoint elders in every town as I directe you - if anyone is above reproach,

the husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the

charge of debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer, as God’s steward,

must be above reproach. 1 Titus 1:5-7a

Presbyterian - Elders rule

General Assembly - Presbytery - EEEEE Group of Elders (Session) Congregation
Reformed. Individual churches. Authority resides with the elders.

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor,

especially those who labor in preaching and teaching. 1 Tim 5:17

Congregational - Members vote on matters

Various organizational forms (pure democratic, pastor-led, deacon-led, led by plurality of
elders)
Primary characteristic is that authority resides with adult or voting congregation at the
local level (autonomy).
Leadership rises up from the congregation through various procedures.

Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who
labor in preaching and teaching.

Are the moments in the NT where we see the church voicing their conviction on a certain
thing?

Acts 15 - Jew/Gentile doctrinal issue.
Acts 6 - Widows, choose among you people to serve tables. Church officers.
Matt 18:15-20 How to reconcile differences… take it to the church. Discipline issues.
Membership Issues
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There’s a good argument for a church that is Elder-led, Deacon-served,
Congregationally- governed where the whole congregation votes on certain important
issues.

CLASS EXERCISE

Look up Acts 20:17-35, 1 Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9, and 1 Peter 5:1-4

Who are these passages addressed to?

What are they instructed to do and be?

Paul Speaks to the Ephesian Elders

Now from Miletus he was sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to

him. And when they came to him, he said to them:

“You yourselves know how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set

foot in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that

happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you

anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from house to house,

testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord

Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, not

knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every

city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. But I do not account my life of any value

nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received

from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. And now, behold, I know

that none of you among whom I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my

face again. Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I

did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. Pay careful attention to

yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care

for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.I know that after my

departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among

your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after

them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day

to admonish every one with tears. And now I commend you to God and to the word of his

grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who

are sanctified. I coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that

these hands ministered to my necessities and to those who were with me. In all things I

have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and remember

the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to

receive.’” Acts 20:17-35
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Qualifications for Overseers and Deacons

Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task.

Now the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled,

respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle,

not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his own family well and see

that his children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. (If

anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s

church?) He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under

the same judgment as the devil. He must also have a good reputation with outsiders, so

that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s trap. 1 Tim 3:1-7

Qualifications for Elders

This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and

appoint elders in every town as I directed you— if anyone is above reproach, the

husband of one wife, and his children are believers and not open to the charge of

debauchery or insubordination. For an overseer] as God's steward, must be above

reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy

for gain, but hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. He

must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give

instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it. Titus 1:5-9

Shepherd the Flock of God

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of

Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock

of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as

God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in

your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you

will receive the unfading crown of glory. 1 Peter 5:1-4
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