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Kings	&	Chronicles	

Objectives	of	this	lesson	
1. Compare and contrast the messages of Kings and Chronicles. 
2. Appreciate the literary design of Kings and understand how it accomplishes the authors 

goal 
3. Appreciate the literary design of Chronicles and understand how accomplishes the 

author’s goal 
4. Know how to use the books in one’s own walk with God. 

Some	key	terms	
Manasseh, chiasm, Deuteronomy 17 & 28, Daniel 9, repentance, Zerubabbel, Urim & 
Thummim, idealization 

Introduction	

Goals	for	the	study	
In this lesson we’ll learn how Kings and Chronicles differ from each other and why they’re not 
simply history! At the very least they are theological history, but in reality, they’re far more. 
They are written for different audiences and time periods so we can be fairly certain that they 
have different purposes, but because so many of the stories overlap it is helpful to compare and 
contrast the two of them in one lesson. With so much material to cover, however, I just want you 
to read the first 11 chapters of Kings carefully and read the rest pretty quickly, but not so quickly 
that you can’t detect the huge differences between Kings and Chronicles. I want you to read 
carefully enough that you could compare and contrast the books in general terms. 

Historical	background	and	Occasion	of	the	books	
Although the content of the books covers distinct historical time periods it is more important to 
look at the occasion and the time of writing.  Rather than focusing on just the time period of the 
stories themselves we need to look at the time period for which the stories were written. In short, 
the book (they were originally one book in the Hebrew Bible) of Kings was written for the 
people when they were still in exile after Jehoachin’s release from prison in 562 B.C. (2 Kings 
25:27-30) and yet prior to 538 B.C. The only likely audience then would have been the exiled 
body of Jews in Babylon and the surrounding districts. The book of Chronicles was written well 
after the return from the land and was therefore composed for the benefit of the remnant, which 
had returned to live in Israel. 
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Overview	of	the	books	
In order to cover such an expansive amount of material in the time that we have we’ll set out this 
agenda for today: 

• We’ll compare Kings and Chronicles chronologically 
• We’ll look at a tale of two kings 
• We’ll look at the structure of the book of Kings 
• We’ll draw some conclusions about the author’s intent of Kings 
• We’ll introduce Chronicles and draw conclusions about the author’s intent 

1)	 Chronological	comparison	of	the	“historical”	books	
This chart visualizes a chronological comparison of what we know as the “historical” books. 
You can easily observe that Kings and Chronicles do overlap in their history of the kings from 
Solomon to the exile but that’s really where the comparison ends. Chronicles begins the 
coverage much earlier and extends its story well beyond the return into the fourth generation past 
the return to the land. It does much of this through genealogies, but as we have learned in our 
study this semester, it’s always a bad idea to overlook poetry and genealogies when the author 
includes them in the text! We can simply say that the books of Kings and Chronicles don’t cover 
the same time 
period exactly 
and, as we’ll 
see in the next 
section (of a 
tale of two 
kings), when 
they do cover 
the same 
events, they 
do it in 
different 
ways. 

 

2)	 A	tale	of	two	kings	
In order to illustrate the different approaches of Kings & Chronicles we’ll look at how each of 
the books deals with Manasseh and Solomon. 

4

Samuel Saul David Solomon Jehoachin Zerubbabel
1105 BC 1000 950 560 450

1-2 Kings1-2 Samuel

1-2 Chronicles
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Manasseh		
Manasseh was the son of Hezekiah and reigned for 55 years. First, we’ll look at how his life is 
described in 2 Kings 21 in the left column and compare it with 2 Chronicles 33 on the right. 

Kings 
Manasseh was twelve years old when he 
became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
fifty-five years. His mother's name was 
Hephzibah. 
2 He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, 
following the detestable practices of the 
nations the LORD had driven out before the 
Israelites. 
3 He rebuilt the high places his father 
Hezekiah had destroyed; he also erected 
altars to Baal and made an Asherah pole, as 
Ahab king of Israel had done. He bowed 
down to all the starry hosts and worshiped 
them. 
4 He built altars in the temple of the LORD, 
of which the LORD had said, "In Jerusalem I 
will put my Name." 5 In both courts of the 
temple of the LORD, he built altars to all the 
starry hosts. 
6 He sacrificed his own son in the fire, 
practiced sorcery and divination, and 
consulted mediums and spiritists. He did 
much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking 
him to anger. 
9 But the people did not listen. Manasseh 

led them astray, so that they did more evil 
than the nations the LORD had destroyed 
before the Israelites. 
16 Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much 

innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from 
end to end—besides the sin that he had 
caused Judah to commit, so that they did evil 
in the eyes of the LORD. 

 

Chronicles 
1 Manasseh was twelve years old when 
he became king, and he reigned in 
Jerusalem fifty-five years. 
12 In his distress he sought the favor of 
the LORD his God and humbled himself 
greatly before the God of his fathers. 
13 And when he prayed to him, the LORD 
was moved by his entreaty and listened to 
his plea; so he brought him back to 
Jerusalem and to his kingdom. Then 
Manasseh knew that the LORD is God. 
15 He got rid of the foreign gods and 
removed the image from the temple of the 
LORD, as well as all the altars he had built 
on the temple hill and in Jerusalem; and 
he threw them out of the city. 
16 Then he restored the altar of the LORD 
and sacrificed fellowship offerings and 
thank offerings on it, and told Judah to 
serve the LORD, the God of Israel. 
19 His prayer and how God was moved by 
his entreaty, as well as all his sins and 
unfaithfulness, and the sites where he built 
high places and set up Asherah poles and 
idols before he humbled himself—all are 
written in the records of the seers. 

 

 

As you can see from the Kings account, he was a pretty wicked guy who turned away from the 
LORD, apparently without redemption. This is the entire story, at least as it is found in the book 
of Kings. But in Chronicles he’s a completely different kind of man. Pretty amazing difference 
isn’t it? At first you wouldn’t think the books are talking about the same king or you might think 
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that they’re just plain contradictory. But, if you sit and think about it for a while, you’ll see that 
both accounts are entirely possible, especially if the Chronicler focused on the second part of his 
life after there was great repentance and the writer of Kings focused on the early part of his life. 
You might also try to give the writer of Kings a break and presume that perhaps he didn’t know 
about the second part (the red part) of Manasseh’s life, otherwise he would have been more 
“fair” to him. But even that sentiment doesn’t make sense because the writer of Kings had to 
know how his life really turned out. After all, he wrote a lot about the kings who came after 
Manasseh. When all the evidence is considered you have to come to the conclusion that the 
writer of Kings simply wanted to write about the “blue” stuff and the writer of Chronicles only 
wanted to write about the “red.” This is another one of the reasons why I always avoid calling 
these books “history” as though it’s all very objective and factual. It isn’t incorrect, but it is 
definitely selective. If we put Manasseh on the witness stand and asked him the simple question 
“Is the account of your life in Kings true,” he would have no choice but to say, “Yes!” He would 
certainly want a follow up statement to defend himself and say, yes, but there is more, but the 
story, as it is presented in Kings, is not inaccurate, though it is by all standards incomplete. 

All this discussion leads us to wonder about the intent of the authors. Why was the writer of 
Kings so negative and alternatively why was the writer of Chronicles so forgiving? Let’s look at 
the story of Solomon before we arrive at an answer. 

Solomon	
The first ten chapters of the book of Kings are quite flattering to Solomon, but when the author 
decides to call him out, he does so without holding back. The barrage begins at the end of 
chapter ten, (1 Kings 10:21, 26).  

21 All King Solomon’s goblets were gold, and all the household articles in the 
Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Nothing was made of silver, 
because silver was considered of little value in Solomon’s days. 

26 Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen hundred chariots 
and twelve thousand horses, which he kept in the chariot cities and also with him 
in Jerusalem. 

If you read the account without perspective it doesn’t sound so bad, at first. But if you’ve done 
your homework and you have God’s admonitions for kings in mind from Deuteronomy 17, 
you’ll instantly recognize that Solomon egregiously violated at least two of the four right off the 
bat. Pharaoh’s army of 600 chariots was renown in its day and Solomon had 1,400! It’s the third 
violation, however, that the writer decides to press home.  

1 Kings 11:1 Solomon, however, loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh’s 
daughter—Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Termites, Sidonians and Hittites. 
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2 They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, “You must not 
intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods.” 
Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love. 

3 He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his 
wives led him astray. 

4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not 
fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been. 

5 He followed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and Molech the detestable god of 
the Ammonites. 

6 So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the LORD; he did not follow the LORD completely, as 
David his father had done. 

In fact, if it were a football game, we might even throw a yellow flag for “piling on!” The writer 
isn’t shy this time about not only reporting the facts but also providing detailed evidence and 
divine commentary on the sin. Solomon not only multiplied gold and horses and wives, he 
probably forgot to write his own copy of Deuteronomy and read it every day as well, but at least 
the writer doesn’t charge him with this final sin!  

After reviewing both Manasseh and Solomon we have to ask ourselves why the author so clearly 
displays the failures of the kings. We won’t be able to answer it yet, but the next section on 
structure will provide the next clue! 

3)	 The	structure	of	the	book	of	Kings	
The first eleven chapters of the book of 
Kings are highly structured with a 
chiasmic balance. A chiasm refers to the 
balanced structure where each 
successive layer of the text is balanced 
by a corresponding layer in some way. 
Sometimes the balancing parts are very 
similar or sometimes they are the 
opposite, but there is a definite 
correspondence as you can see in this 
graphic. Solomon’s succession to the 
throne is balanced by Rehoboam’s 
succession. Solomon’s wisdom is 
balanced by his folly and so on. This chiasmic balance tends to focus attention on the center 
point of the discussion, which here is Solomon’s building. Normally one wouldn’t think that 

A    Solomon’s Succession to the throne

A    Rehoboam’s Succession to the throne
12
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bricks and mortar would be the most important part of one’s life, but in this case the central point 
is the building, and particularly the dedication, of the Solomon’s Temple.  

After Solomon completes the construction of the temple, he offers a very long and pointed 
dedicatory prayer. We don’t know if this is the entirety of the prayer or if it is edited to suit the 
author’s purpose, but I would hope that it would strike you as significant as Hannah’s prayer in 1 
Samuel 2. This prayer isn’t placed in the very first chapter of the book as you might expect a 
good caption to be, but when considering the total number of chapters in the book it still 
relatively early. Besides this, the chiastic format tends to point to the importance of the prayer as 
an interpretive key, or caption, for the book. The prayer begins (8:22-30) very generally, as 
Solomon simply asks God to always hear his people because of his faithfulness to the covenant.  

22 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in front of the whole assembly of 
Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said: “LORD, the God of Israel, there is 
no God like you in heaven above or on earth below—you who keep your covenant of 
love with your servants who continue wholeheartedly in your way.  

29 May your eyes be open toward this temple night and day, this place of which you said, 
‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer your servant prays toward this 
place. 30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your people Israel when they 
pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, 
forgive. 

The specific plea at the end “Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and when you hear, 
forgive,” is repeated over and over. It is also curious because one might expect Solomon to 
acknowledge that God lives in the temple rather than heaven, but he calls heaven the dwelling 
place. Do you know why? 

In verses 8:31-34 he becomes more specific, giving examples of personal wrongs and even 
corporate sins.  

31 “When anyone wrongs their neighbor and is required to take an oath and they come 
and swear the oath before your altar in this temple, 32 then hear from heaven and act. 
Judge between your servants, condemning the guilty by bringing down on their heads 
what they have done, and vindicating the innocent by treating them in accordance with 
their innocence. 

33 “When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have sinned 
against you, and when they turn back to you and give praise to your name, praying and 
making supplication to you in this temple, 34 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of 
your people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to their ancestors. 

In each instance the request for God to hear and act is repeated. In verse 34 he adds the request to 
forgive as well. In the next several verses (8:35-39) and this time a pattern becomes obvious: he 
prays about judgments that are promised in Deuteronomy 28, including drought and famine, 
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plague and grasshoppers. In fact, it appears that Solomon’s outline for his prayer is the list found 
in the cursing section of Deuteronomy! 

35 “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have 
sinnedagainst you, and when they pray toward this place and give praise to your name 
and turn from their sin because you have afflicted them, 36 then hear from heaven and 
forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them the right way to live and 
send rain on the land you gave your people for an inheritance. 

37 “When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or 
grasshoppers, or when an enemy besieges them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or 
disease may come, 38 and when a prayer or plea is made by anyone among your people 
Israel—being aware of the afflictions of their own hearts, and spreading out their 
hands toward this temple— 39 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and 
act. 

In 8:46-47 he finishes his recitation of sins from Deuteronomy with the exile and begins to speak 
with sympathy about Israelites who find themselves in a foreign land.  

46 “When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you become 
angry with them and give them over to their enemies, who take them captive to their own 
lands, far away or near; 47 and if they have a change of heart in the land where they are 
held captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captors and say, ‘We 
have sinned, we have done wrong, we have acted wickedly.’ 

He even “suggests” the behavior of repentance in the prayer and outlines what a prayer of 
repentance would look like. He imagines the situation of the audience and makes the proper 
response as easy as he possibly can. The only thing he doesn’t do is actually repent for them! 
The prayer comes to a crescendo in 8:48-49 with almost a guarantee that God will forgive and 
then he adds the final request, “and cause their conquerors to show them mercy.” What is he 
trying to do? 

48 and if they turn back to you with all their heart and soul in the land of their enemies 
who took them captive, and pray to you toward the land you gave their ancestors, toward 
the city you have chosen and the temple I have built for your Name; 49 then from heaven, 
your dwelling place, hear their prayer and their plea, and uphold their cause.  

4)	 Some	conclusions	about	the	author’s	intent	in	Kings	
So far we have seen the following: 1) an emphasis on sin (the stories of Manasseh and Solomon), 
2) an emphasis on repentance (the focus of structure and the prayer of chapter 8), and 3) an 
outline of the cursing section of Deuteronomy (chapter 28 in the prayer of Solomon). So what is 
the writer hoping for from the reader of this book? I believe he is calling for the reader, who 
presumably is a Jewish exile living in Babylon, to repent and turn back to Yahweh. This is a call 
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for the same solution laid out in Deuteronomy 30, that “wherever the LORD your God disperses 
you among the nations, 2 and when you and your children return to the LORD your God and 
obey him with all your heart” God will bring them back.  You might think that this would be a 
self-evident concept to the exiles in Babylon. We might wonder how they could not understand 
that the exile was their fault and they would need to repent, but this is to vastly underestimate our 
sinful tendency to rationalize the evidence and justify our own sin. Who knows what kind of 
excuses were made—the captivity was just a socio-political reality, their armies were too 
strong—but anything but the painful truth would do. The book of Kings comes along to lay the 
blame squarely where it belongs and at the same time to take it away from the one who is not on 
trial—the God who was simply being faithful to the covenant. 

Daniel understood this perfectly. When he was reading in the book of Jeremiah (25:10) that the 
exile was almost over his first response was, not to pack his bags in order to return, but to 
confess his sin in order to return. Please read text of Daniel 9:2-6 and notice the small but 
important conjunction at the beginning of verse 3.  

2 in the first year of his [Darius’s] reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, 
according to the word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of 
Jerusalem would last seventy years. 3 So I turned to the LORD God and pleaded with him 
in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed: 

“LORD, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of love with those who love 
him and keep his commandments, 5 we have sinned and done wrong. We have been 
wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws. 6 We 
have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our 
princes and our ancestors, and to all the people of the land. 

Daniel knows that the “trigger” that will make the restoration possible is repentance, so he begins 
a full-fledged chapter of repentance on behalf of himself and his people. Notice the plural nature 
of the confession. Daniel understood the message of Jeremiah, Kings and Deuteronomy. 

The only unfortunate thing about Daniel’s confession is that (then as now) there just weren’t 
enough Daniels! He repents and some others do, but there were many, many Jewish people who 
did not return to the land (e.g., Mordecai and Esther). This is where the lesson becomes 
interesting because even though Israel returns in a physical sense there are other senses (political 
and spiritual to name a few) where the exile continues. Even though they find themselves back in 
the land they do not experience the fullness that they expected based on the promise of 
Deuteronomy 30. This isn’t the fault of Deuteronomy 30 or a failure in God’s promise; it is 
simply an indication that they didn’t quite pull the “trigger,” that is they didn’t fulfill the 
requirement of repentance as a nation.  
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 1 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take 
them to heart wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, 2 and when 
you and your children return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and 
with all your soul according to everything I command you today, 3 then the LORD your 
God will restore your fortunes and have compassion on you and gather you again from 
all the nations where he scattered you. 4 Even if you have been banished to the most 
distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you and bring 
you back. 5 He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will 
take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your 
ancestors. 6 The LORD your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your 
descendants, so that you may love him with all your heart and with all your soul, and 
live. 7 The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and 
persecute you. 8You will again obey the LORD and follow all his commands I am giving 
you today. 9 Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of 
your hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of 
your land. The LORD will again delight in you and make you prosperous, just as he 
delighted in your ancestors, 10 if you obey the LORD your God and keep his commands 
and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul. 

Therefore, the promise is still valid, but not fulfilled. It’s like a gift card that hasn’t yet been 
cashed in. And now you know why John the Baptizer and his half-cousin came along with a 
singular “request” of “repent” for the kingdom of God is at hand—it’s just waiting to be cashed 
in, if you’ll but repent. Unfortunately, there weren’t enough John the Baptizers or at least people 
who with all their hearts participated in his baptism of repentance. So, does this mean the 
promise is withdrawn? Absolutely not, the good news is that there is no expiration date on the 
gift card. The day is still to come! 

5)	Introduction	to	Chronicles	
The book of Chronicles, like Kings, is far too long for us to cover in any detail, but we’ve 
already learned much about Chronicles just by the contrast with Kings and I’d like to add a few 
more details to round out our understanding of the theme of the book and its author’s purpose. 
Specifically, we’ll look at 1) the idealization of David and Solomon, 2) the emphasis at the end 
of the book and 3) the unique focus on genealogies. 

The	idealization	of	David	and	Solomon	
In contrast to the coverage that David and Solomon receive in Samuel and Kings, the book of 
Chronicles is a huge relief! Samuel was embarrassing enough for David and Kings was the same 
for Solomon; finally, in Chronicles there is some welcome relief from the author! The write of 
Chronicles is not nearly as eager to expose their sins; in fact, large “embarrassing” portions are 
missing such as:  
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1) The mention of David’s reign in Hebron. Although David reigned over Israel for 40 
years, the first 7 years he was only accepted by his own tribe and was rejected by the 
northern 10 tribes. Thus, he only really reigned over the United Kingdom for 33 years. In 
retrospect this is a bit of snub on the part of the majority of the nation while David proved 
himself to them---one that David would like to forget---and the author of Chronicles 
conveniently obliges.  

2) The story of Uriah and Bathsheba. This is the center point of 2 Samuel, but it is 
completely missing from Chronicles. 

3) The rape of Tamar. An embarrassing and discouraging family conflict that signals a 
breakdown in David’s personal leadership in 2 Samuel is not mentioned in Chronicles 

4) Death of David’s son, Absalom and Amnon. David’s son, Amnon, was killed by his 
brother Absalom, and Absalom’s rebellion against his father and death are happily 
missing from Chronicles. 

In addition to these convenient omissions the writer of Chronicles adds much more material 
about David and Solomon than the other books record. Both of them are noted for their extensive 
roles in building the Temple. In 2 Samuel all we learned about David’s relationship to the temple 
was that his request to build one was denied in favor of his son Solomon building it. In 
Chronicles we learn of his request and God’s blessing of him and his work in sketching out the 
plans and the extensive organization and gathering of materials to build it. In this book David 
and Solomon are extolled as the Temple building duo who honored God by devoting much of 
their resources and lives to worship God properly at the Temple. 

The	emphasis	at	the	end	of	the	book	
The end of the book records, briefly, the destruction of the Temple and Jerusalem, but ends 
expectantly, if not abruptly with the decree from Cyrus to rebuild the Temple. The last two 
verses (2 Chron 36:23-22) end with this brief statement.  

22 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken 
by Jeremiah, the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation 
throughout his realm and also to put it in writing: 

 23 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 

   “‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and he has 
appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. Any of his people among 
you may go up, and may the LORD their God be with them.’ 

This is quite intriguing from a number of perspectives. The author could have easily written 
more because based on the genealogies included at the beginning of the book, he was aware of 
the complete rebuilding of the Temple by Zerubbabel, but, again, his purpose is not simply to 
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record history. His goal is to lead the reader up to the point of the extensive work that needs to be 
done and then lays the whole story in the lap of the reader with a not so subtle challenge: what 
are you going to do about it? Will you be one of those who “goes up” to invest your life at the 
Temple as so many heroes from the past have? 

The	unique	focus	of	the	genealogies	
The last piece of the Chronicles puzzle I’d like to put together is the extensive genealogies at the 
beginning. I hope you noticed as you at least skimmed over this book that the first nine chapters 
are simply genealogies. If you were to write a best-seller today and suggested to your editor that 
you think a really good way to grab the reader’s attention would be to start with nine chapters of 
genealogies, he’d probably have you committed. How does this author get away with it? 
Remember that the genealogies start with Adam and follow the patriarchs all the way down 
through the Exodus, the Judges, the monarchy, the exile and even the return down to the current 
generation.  

All of a sudden you realize that the work that God has been doing down through the ages hasn’t 
been abandoned during the exile but has made its way right to your generation and your families. 
Suddenly you realize that the work of God is quietly continuing even in your lifetime and now 
the baton has been passed to you. What will you do with it? Will you honor God at the Temple 
as the heroes of the past have, or will you just live for yourself and forget about the promises? 
This book urges you to throw yourself into the worship of God and let that journey take you 
wherever it wants to. 

Summary	
These books are so much more than history. Whereas Kings is written to a hardened people in 
exile who need to be convinced of their own sin so they will repent, Chronicles is written to 
spiritually discouraged believers, who have returned to the land, in order to encourage them to 
honor God at the Temple. Two different audiences, two different problems, and two different 
solutions—Kings and Chronicles! 


