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1–2	Samuel		
Objectives	of	this	lesson	

1. Understand how to interpret narrative literature more accurately 
2. Explain the concept of the caption in narrative material and relate it to Hannah’s prayer 
3. Apply the message of the book to the individual stories of Saul, David and others 
4. Explain the promise of 2 Sam 7 in terms of previous messianic promises 
5. Understand why David is not the hero of the book 

Some	key	terms	
Caption, narrative, house of David, fallen tent, Davidic covenant, Messiah, 2 Sam 7 

	
Introduction	to	Samuel	

Author 
Although the titles “1 and 2 Samuel” might lead one to believe that Samuel is the author, he was 
actually only a leading figure in the narrative. It is clear that Samuel was not the author because he 
died only halfway through the two books in 1 Samuel 25:1. It is clear, however, from the biblical 
record that Samuel and his colleagues did record history. First Chronicles 29:29 states, 

 
Now the acts of King David, from first to last, are written in the chronicles of Samuel the 
seer, in the chronicles of Nathan the prophet, and in the chronicles of Gad the seer. 

It is likely, then, that a later editor used these written documents in his writing of theological history. 
The guess of E. J. Young was, “the books of Samuel were composed under Divine inspiration by a 
prophet, probably of Judea, who lived after the division of the monarchy and who incorporated this 
earlier written material” (Samuel, NICOT,  107). 

Date	
First and second Samuel covers the period from the birth of Samuel (circa 1120 BC) to the end of 
David’s reign (circa 971 BC). It is clear, however, from several references to the Kings of Judah and 
Israel (1 Sam. 11:8; 17:52; 18:16; 27:6; 2 Sam. 5:5; 11:11; 12:8; 19:42–43; 24:1, 9) that the books 
were composed after the division of the monarchy. A dating during the times of Hezekiah would be 
possible (see more under “Occasion and Purpose”). This is why we’re studying 1 and 2 Samuel 
after we’ve finished Isaiah. 

Occasion	and	Purpose	
In the broader context of God’s purposes, 1 and 2 Samuel records another stage in the fulfillment of 
God’s theocratic program in providing a king for His people and in further narrowing the line 
through which the ultimate King would come. David appears at first to be a possible fulfillment of 
the original promised deliverer but ultimately fails, thus focusing the reader’s attention up on one 
of his sons who may finally be the promised deliverer of his people. 
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The	Literary	Genre	of	Narrative	&	the	Message	of	Samuel	
We have taken special lessons before this and dedicated them to various genres, but we haven’t 
specifically dealt with narrative before. Although much of what we have studied so far has actually 
been narrative, we haven’t specifically identified the process for interpretation, so I’d like to take 
some time right here to teach a few principles about the genre and then see how it unlocks the keys to 
meaning for 1–2 Samuel. 

The	Genre	of	Narrative	
We’ve all heard and relished many of the beloved stories in this 
book. But how do we know that we’ve interpreted them as God 
wants us to, and perhaps even more broadly, “Why does God use 
narrative in the first place?” Sure, we all love stories, but how many 
of your other textbooks besides the Bible teach using story form? 
Most of the time we see text and prose or perhaps bullet points and 
charts, but rarely ever a story in our serious textbooks. So why does 
God break the mold? And He does, because over fifty percent of 
the Old Testament is from the narrative genre and over sixty 
percent of the New Testament is as well. Stories seem like they’re 
for children while serious learning only happens in more technical 
forms of communication. 

 

First of all, narrative draws the reader into the story allowing him or her to see and feel truth. We tend to 
think of truth in simple cognitive terms but the opportunity to at least vicariously live in the story and 
inhabit the narrative allows the truth to take on a deeper, fuller, more human meaning as we see and feel 
it lived out in truly human ways. Second, stories generally illustrate propositional truths, such as “Do not 
murder” and “Do not commit adultery.” In 2 Samuel 10–12 we see the famous story of David’s murder 
of one of his good friends and his adultery with the man’s wife. Technically, if we’re just speaking about 
a cognitive realm, the story really doesn’t teach much more than the two commandments we’ve stated 
above, but it illustrates them with greater power than the simple statements contain. View the following 
illustration of my point. Which do you think is the better cartoon? 
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With that in mind, we can ask these questions about what narratives illustrate: Are we left on our own 
to find out? Does each story have a “moral” of its own? Is 1–2 Samuel just a collection of 
miscellaneous good stories? ABSOLUTELY NOT! All biblical narratives are well-written and very 
selective literary pieces, which point to a singular theme. The books in the Old Testament called 
history (1–2 Samuel, 1–2 Kings, 1–2 Chronicles, Judges, and Joshua) should not at all be compared to 
a general history book where all kinds of facts are collected just because they happened at some time 
in the past. Biblical history books are much more like a select history such as “the history of the 
NBA” or “the history of knitting.” If you were to pick up either one of those books (and I’m sure they 
exist somewhere), you would find at least fifty years of history or perhaps 3,000 years, but you would 
find very little about politics, culture, or war. They would be all about, and only about, basketball or 
knitting. So too the biblical books have a very singular theme and that theme or propositional truth is 
always stated within the book and is usually very early in the book for fairly obvious reasons. The 
writer wants the reader to know what the cartoons (I mean stories) mean when they encounter them. 
Reading the caption after the cartoon is no fun and not funny at all (although I still like the intercom 
light thing anyway). 

	The	Message	of	Samuel	
When it comes to finding the proposition or the point of Samuel, what do we do? We must ask 
ourselves, “Where do we find statements of truth early in the book?” As you open up to 1–2 Samuel you 
realize that it doesn’t start with the star of the show, namely David. In fact, it doesn’t even start with 
Samuel, after whom the books are named. It all starts with Hannah and her problems. If you haven’t 
read the story yet, take a moment to read of her predicament with her co-wife (1 Sam. 1). 

 
Hannah was a barren woman, an incredible disgrace in the culture, and she was tormented by 
Peninnah because of it. She cried out to the LORD who answered her prayer with a son, Samuel. After 
she gave him to the LORD, she offered up a prayer (recorded in poetic form in chapter 2) of 
thanksgiving to the LORD. 
You can easily see that chapter 2 is poetic in form and I hope your response would now be, “Oh good, 
poetry; God thought these concepts were so important He included them in beautiful, poetic format.” 
They would serve as a treasure map to focus your attention on the chapter. Sure enough you’ll find a 
dedication in this prayer of Hannah: 

6 “The LORD brings death and makes alive; 
    he brings down to the grave and raises up. 
7 The LORD sends poverty and wealth; 
    he humbles and he exalts. 
8 He raises the poor from the dust 
    and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 
he seats them with princes 
    and has them inherit a throne of honor. 
“For the foundations of the earth are the LORD’s; 
    on them he has set the world. 
9 He will guard the feet of his faithful servants, 
    but the wicked will be silenced in the place of darkness. 
“It is not by strength that one prevails; 
10 those who oppose the LORD will be broken. 
The Most High will thunder from heaven; 
    the LORD will judge the ends of the earth. 
“He will give strength to his king 
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    and exalt the horn of his anointed.” 
She talks about how God (not man) is the one who lifts up and puts down. It 
isn’t about one’s natural advantages but one’s posture toward God of 
humility that gains favor in His sight. God will lift up the humble and He 
will put down the proud. Hannah’s prayer actually provides the caption that 
makes sense of the rest of the stories of David. 
 
 

 
This truth (God exalts the humble and humbles the proud) gives unity to the whole book (1–2 Samuel). 
We could easily outline the book according to this theme because everything fits within it: 

 
1. God prospers faithful Hannah, 1 Sam. 1–3 

2. God hinders unfaithful Israel, 1 Sam. 4–7 

3. God prospers faithful Saul, 1 Sam. 8–15 

4. God hinders unfaithful Saul and prospers faithful David, 1 Sam. 16–2 Sam. 1 

5. God prospers faithful David, 2 Sam. 2–9 

6. God hinders unfaithful David, 2 Sam. 10–20 
 
God exalts or prospers Hannah, but He disciplines or hinders Israel when they send the Ark out to battle. 
God prospers Saul when he is faithful and hinders Saul when he is unfaithful. Likewise, He prospers 
David when David is faithful, and He disciplines him when he is not. Just this simple outline debunks 
some of the popular or surface ideas we often have about 1–2 Samuel. For example, if I had asked you 
before this exercise who the hero of these books was, you probably would have answered David. And if I 
had asked who the villain or bad guy was, many would have thought of Saul; but in the actual stories both 
have good and bad qualities. God isn’t simply against Saul; He both blesses and disciplines him. Perhaps 
more importantly, even David isn’t above the discipline of God. When David becomes proud and thinks 
he is above the Law, God humbles him mightily and for an extended number of chapters. In fact, David is 
the poster child of Hannah’s theme.  
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The	Davidic	Covenant	
The Davidic Covenant found in 2 Samuel 7 is the most important expansion of messianic promises since 
Genesis 12. The story begins (2 Sam. 7:1-3) when David, having settled in his permanent palace in 
Jerusalem, laments that God is “living” in a mobile home, the tabernacle: 

 
1 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a house of 
cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” 3 Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you 
have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is with you.” 

David considers it a sin of great disproportion that David enjoys a stone palace and the Creator of the 
universe does not, so he intends to build God a house or Temple. This is where God gets a little “punny” 
again and responds that one of David’s sons can build that house (temple) for God but what is more 
important is the house that God wants to build for David. It’s a pun because God does not speak of a 
literal house, but a dynasty of sons who will reign on the throne. The Old Testament often spoke of the 
“house of David” or the “house of Omri” to refer to the sons and grandsons who would reign on a king’s 
throne.  

“‘The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 
12 When your days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
offspring to succeed you, your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom.  
13 He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and  

I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  

Unlike David’s predecessor, Saul, David actually will have a dynasty to succeed him. One of these sons 
will build the original “house” for God that David had wanted to build. In addition, the throne will never 
be lost. 

 
So, who is the son?  

 

This would allow us to fill in some of our other charts that we 
haven’t seen for a while such as this set of promises. Genesis 3:15 
tells us that the Messiah will come from Eve; verse 12 refers to 
Abraham’s place in the line; verse 49 refers to Judah, and now 2 
Sam. 7 promises that David will be in the lineage. 

 

 
We could also picture it this way. In the same way we have 
seen Noah, Isaac, and Joseph serve as pictures of the 
Messiah, so now we can include Zerubbabel and Solomon. 
The chief picture of the leader in the Old Testament, 
however, has to be David. David’s life parallels Jesus’s life 
more than any other and one of the favorite names for Jesus 
in the Gospels is “son of David.” 

29

Isaac
NoahSeedSatan

He shall crush thy head, you will bruise his heel

Joseph

Solomon Zerubbabel

David !
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But	we	must	not	forget	the	last	section	of	the	book:	
 
2 Samuel  
 
21 Failure of Saul: harms Gibeonites 
 21 David and his mighty men 
  22–23  David’s poem about hope for a future king 
 23 David and his mighty men 
24 Failure of David: harms Israelites 


