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Joshua		

Objectives	of	this	lesson	
1. Explain the promise/fulfillment relationship between the Abrahamic Covenant and the 

book of Joshua. 
2. Use the stories of Achan and Rahab to illustrate the big idea of the book 
3. Trace the story of Caleb from Numbers through Joshua 
4. Introduce the important lessons of Judges from the last chapter of Joshua 

Some	key	terms	
Rahab, Achan, Baal, Canaanites, Jericho, Ai, covenant renewal, Hebron, Shechem 

Introduction	to	Joshua	
Joshua is a popular book among many people partly because it tells good stories! Everyone likes 
the narrative format and, generally speaking, the book is quite encouraging as we see the people 
exercise faith and God responding with miracles and victory, but we should ask what this book 
meant to the ancient Israelites. At the end of Joshua’s life, when the nation had inherited a major 
portion of the promises given to Abraham, they needed to understand at least two things about 
their newfound homeland. First, the reason why they had conquered so much was due to God’s 
faithfulness in fulfilling his promises to Abraham. Second, the reason so much was left to be 
conquered was due to their own faith or lack of the same in the promises of God. In summary we 
might say: The conquest and settlement of the land fulfilled God’s promises in proportion to the 
nation’s obedience.  

Joshua	1—12:	The	conquest	of	the	land	
The first half of the book covers the conquest of the land, while the second half of the book 
explains the actual settlement by the Israelites. 

Joshua	1:	God	initiates	the	action	
One of the best interpretive clues for understanding a book is to pay attention to its beginning. If 
you read the first 6 verses of Joshua you’ll easily see that it describes the coming conquest of the 
land, but if you look closer you’ll see the particular theme that Joshua will emphasize throughout 
the book.  

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, 
Moses’ aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready 
to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I 
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will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory 
will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the 
Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand 
against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will 
never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these 
people to inherit the land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 

This is not simply a book about Israel finding a place to live; rather, it is definitely the next step 
in God fulfilling his promises of giving a special land to Abraham’s seed. 

Joshua	2:	Rahab’s	faithful	response	to	God	
Actually, now that I’ve written the title for this chapter I’m starting to wonder if it’s accurate. Is 
chapter two about Rahab or is it really about the spies? It’s not an irrelevant question, because 
I’m really asking what God wants us to focus on here. If you skim over the chapter a number of 
things become obvious: 1) although both the spies and Rahab are involved in the action more of 
the verses focus on her than them and 2) the author doesn’t even think it’s important to give them 
a personal identity (note he doesn’t even tell us their names!) but we learn her name in the very 
first verse of the chapter. Conclusion: this story isn’t just about the facts or logistics of the 
conquest but about a key ingredient in the conquest—faith. And why would he choose Rahab as 
the primary example? Among other things, you wouldn’t expect to find much faith among a 
pagan prostitute now would you, so it stands out all the more! We’ll talk more about Rahab later, 
but for now just notice that the spies give her three conditions she must follow if she wants to be 
rescued (Josh 2:18–21). Does she do them? 

2:18 When we invade the land, tie this red rope in the window through which you let us 
down, and gather together in your house your father, mother, brothers, and all who live 
in your father’s house. 2:19 Anyone who leaves your house will be responsible for his 
own death—we are innocent in that case! But if anyone with you in the house is harmed, 
we will be responsible. 2:20 If you should report what we’ve been up to, we are not 
bound by this oath you made us swear.” 2:21 She said, “I agree to these conditions.” 

Joshua	3—4:	Israel’s	obedient	crossing	of	the	Jordan	River	
This is a familiar story that is rich with theological meaning if we’ll take the time to dig it out. 

The	geography	
The lessons begin in this story with an understanding of the lay of the land. First, we should 
locate the Israelites on the eastern side of the Jordan River and the Canaanites on the west, 
separated only by the river. Normally this wouldn’t be a big deal because the Jordan River is 
hardly a great river; in fact, it’s more like a glorified creek most of the time so that crossing it 
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wouldn’t be difficult at all. The problem, 
however, is that during one short period in 
the springtime much of the snow melts 
from Mt. Hermon in the north and the 
Jordan River floods its banks becoming an 
uncross-able barrier, and that’s exactly 
when Israel arrives. Such bad timing!  

The	theology	
The geography alone is as interesting as an old black and white TV; if you want to add 
color and HD to the picture then listen to the theology behind the story. The 
Canaanites were sitting on the west side of the Jordan quite contentedly because 
they saw more than a geographical barrier between them and 
the Israelites—they saw the protection of their god, Baal. You 
see, Baal was worshipped in Canaan because he was allegedly 
the god of the storm or rain. I don’t know about you, but if I 
ever aspired to be an ancient deity (bear with me) I’d choose 
something more exciting like being the god of thunder, or 
earthquakes or tsunamis or something associated with fire and 
brimstone—something with some punch.  

The “god of the raindrop” sounds so ordinary. The truth is, though, that in the ancient Middle 
East, the raindrop is king, simply because in a dry climate all of life (plant, animal & human) 
starts with rain. Rain brings fertility and life, and this is why in the land of Canaan, Baal was the 
most popular deity of all. In ancient literature Baal is even described as “the one who rides on the 
clouds,” as though he is the grand charioteer who steers the rain clouds to his people. In direct 
opposition to this reputation the Psalmist writes this about the God of Israel:  

68:4 Sing to God! Sing praises to his name! 
Exalt "the one who rides on the clouds!" 
For the LORD is his name! 
Rejoice before him (not Baal)! 
 

In summary, the temporarily bloated river wasn’t just a physical barrier; to the Canaanites it was 
a tangible and powerful sign of how Baal had come to protect them from Yahweh and the 
Israelites. 

So, when God literally cuts the Jordan in two and allows Israel to pass through it is not simply a 
miracle that demonstrates power, it is also a direct theological statement of dominance over the 
god of the Canaanites. Sounds a little like God’s working in the plagues over Egyptian deities 
doesn’t it! Obviously, if Joshua (and God) had decided to come to this spot a month earlier or 
even a month later none of these theatrics would have been necessary because the Israelites 

15
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could have lifted their robes and splashed through the river with ease. And that might seem 
easier, but it would also assume that the only goal when confronted with the river was to get to 
the other side. God informs Joshua of the real goal (3:7–10): 

7 The LORD told Joshua, “This very day I will begin to honor you before all Israel so they 
will know that I am with you just as I was with Moses. 8 Instruct the priests carrying the 
ark of the covenant, ‘When you reach the bank of the Jordan River, wade into the 
water.’” 
9 Joshua told the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God!” 10 

Joshua continued, “This is how you will know the living God is among you and that he 
will truly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, 
Amorites, and Jebusites. 

The real goal wasn’t to get to the other side, but to get to know God in the process. When 
difficult situations come into your life do you focus immediately on getting through them or is 
there something else you should consider? 

Joshua	5:	Israel’s	faithful	observance	of	the	covenant	
After Israel crossed from the east side of the Jordan to the west they changed much more than 
geographical location—they moved into enemy territory. This is why the timing of God’s 
command to circumcise the army is so curious. 

Parallels	with	the	past	
Another of the failures of the wilderness generation (besides their lack of faith) was apparently 
poor parenting skills. The parents who died in the wilderness of Sinai had neglected—for forty 
years—to circumcise their infants. The result was that an entire generation that was about to 
enter into the fulfillment of the land promise (Gen 12:1) did not express the outward sign of faith 
(circumcision, Gen 17) in the Abrahamic promises! This is similar to the strange story from 
Exodus 4 where Moses’ wife had to circumcise their son as the couple was journeying back to 
Egypt to “enter into the fulfillment of the” nation promise (Gen 12:2). Before a person or people 
can enjoy the promises, it is only right that they obediently express faith in the promises through 
God’s prescribed means! 

Meaning	in	the	present	
Without going into a great deal of surgical detail let me just say that the difference (think pain & 
consequences) between the circumcision of an eight-day old infant and an adult male is 
significant. The Bible itself has a way of explaining how significant this could be. Way back in 
Genesis 35 Moses told the story of Jacob’s daughter who, while on her way to the mall at 
Shechem, was raped by the prince of the town. When the young, man who was overcome by his 
infatuation with the girl, approached her family for permission to marry he was told by her 
brothers, Simeon and Levi, that he and his entire town would need to be circumcised first. This 
was a clear ploy designed to debilitate the town so that the brothers could easily and quickly 
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exact revenge for their sister. On the third day after the “surgeries” when everyone was lying 
around in desperate pain moaning, “wow was this ever a bad idea,” Simeon and Levi killed 
everyone in the town. Imagine what this would have meant in Joshua’s day if the entire army of 
Israel was circumcised at the same time on the wrong side of the Jordan River! 

Joshua’s generals surely had cause for questioning his leadership skill at this point: “Why hadn’t 
he thought of this before he moved us into enemy territory?” If the entire military is completely 
disabled for at least three days, then Israel would have no defense . . . at all . . . except for . . . uh 
. . . hmmmm . . . God. Exactly. And now you know why this section is entitled Israel’s faithful 
observance of the covenant. Once again, the point is made—success depends not on military 
strength but upon the nation’s faith. 

Joshua	6:	The	successful	battle	for	Jericho	
In this, the first actual battle to conquer the land, God actually stifles the military. Perhaps we’re 
too distracted by the fun story of the walls of Jericho falling down, but when you consider this 
from the perspective of Joshua’s generals you can see that it would have tried their patience. The 
people and the military have been looking forward to this day for at least forty years.  

I’m sure the military folks were as excited as could be to test out their skills—“Can we get out 
the battering rams, Joshua? Is it time for the flaming arrows and the boiling oil and the other hi 
tech things (fill in the blank with whatever weaponry the military guys were excited about at the 
time)?” Joshua’s response: “No, actually, the musicians are going to lead us in battle with their 
horns.” “Horns? Musicians? Really?” “Yup, horns.” 

The point, of course, was to remind Israel once again, that though God could and would use 
conventional means at times, the real power behind this conquest was God himself and if he 
needed to, he could using something as militarily harmless as musicians and horns to win the 
battle in order to make the point. And he did. 

Joshua	7:	The	battle	for	Ai	
Ai was such a small and insignificant town that we probably wouldn’t be reading about it today 
if it hadn’t been for the lust and foolish choice of one man—Achan stole the bacon or actually 
treasure, but first the defeat. When you read the short story it may appear that Joshua overreacts 
at the news of the defeat. After all, 36 men out of an army of 600,000 is a militarily acceptable 
loss (7:1–6):  

7 But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, 
son of Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the devoted things. And the anger 
of the Lord burned against the people of Israel. 

2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, 
“Go up and spy out the land.” And the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to 
Joshua and said to him, “Do not have all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand 
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men go up and attack Ai. Do not make the whole people toil up there, for they are few.” 4 So 
about three thousand men went up there from the people. And they fled before the men of Ai, 5 and 
the men of Ai killed about thirty-six of their men and chased them before the gate as far as 
Shebarim and struck them at the descent. And the hearts of the people melted and became as 
water. 

6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord until the 
evening, he and the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads.  

The problem is that now the momentum has shifted. The statement about the hearts of the people 
melting in fear previously applied to the Canaanites (2:11)! The Canaanites now know that there 
is a kryptonite for this super-nation and Joshua isn’t over-reacting at all. 

The solution is to get at the root of the sin, and it doesn’t take long to select Achan and purge the 
sin from Israel (Josh. 7:19–21, 24–25):  

19 Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the Lord God of Israel and give 
praise to him. And tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 20 And 
Achan answered Joshua, “Truly I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and this is 
what I did: 21 when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, and 200 shekels 
of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And 
see, they are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver underneath.” 
24 And Joshua and all Israel with him took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver and the 
cloak and the bar of gold, and his sons and daughters and his oxen and donkeys and 
sheep and his tent and all that he had. And they brought them up to the Valley of 
Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why did you bring trouble on us? The Lord brings trouble on 
you today.” And all Israel stoned him with stones. They burned them with fire and stoned 
them with stones. 

It is a very sad story, especially when you realize that his sin affected his entire family. But as 
sad as the story is, we must not miss how Joshua has set us up with enough details in this story to 
see the mirror reflection of another story. Rahab and Achan are almost complete opposites in 
numerous ways. We’ll start very simply.  

Obviously, she was female, and he was male, but in this culture, their gender made a huge 
difference and he clearly had all the advantages and she was powerless.  

In terms of their heritage she belonged to a depraved and doomed culture while he was not only 
one of God’s chosen nation, but in the select group of the leader tribe, Judah.  

In terms of status she was a prostitute at best and what we might call a “madam” today. He was 
an upstanding Israelite. 

Her life was supposed to end under a pile of rocks, literally. Remember that her house was in the 
wall of Jericho and if God hadn’t performed a miracle of protection her house would have 
collapsed on her at the invasion. He was supposed to enjoy living in the land flowing with milk 
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and honey. You can begin to see here that their lives are not only mirror opposites, but also in 
some ways they are actually trading places. 

We can be sure that she was a woman of faith because she showed it by following all three 
commands the spies gave her. He lacked faith because he couldn’t restrain himself and obey the 
one command about avoiding the plunder from Jericho. 

Before the story if you had speculated on his relationship to Messiah his odds of being an 
ancestor would have looked pretty good since he was in the tribe of Judah, but afterwards his 
odds go to zero because not only is he killed, but his whole line is cut off as well. Again, before 
the story her chances of being in the line of Messiah are zero—laughable really. What place 
would a pagan, non-Israelite, non-Judahite, prostitute have in the line of Messiah? But God does 
amazing things, doesn’t he? 
Evidently, after this she found a nice 
guy from the line of Judah, married 
him, and actually became the great, 
great, great grandmother of Messiah, 
according to the genealogy of 
Matthew 1. 

Together these two characters 
exemplify the message of Joshua 
that the promises of God are 
available in proportion to our faith. It 
isn’t a person’s advantages or 
disadvantages, but our choices which 
make the difference 

Joshua	8:	Covenant	renewal	at	Shechem	
At the end of the chapter Joshua records the ceremony at Shechem where half the people stood in 
front of Mt. Gerizim and half 
stood in front of Mt. Ebal 
where Joshua read the blessings 
and cursings from 
Deuteronomy to them. God 
commanded this covenant 
renewal ceremony from the 
mouth of Moses long before 
Israel invaded the land as yet 
another reminder for them 
when in the heat of the 
conquest—their success was a matter of faith and obedience rather than cleverness or military 

 Rahab Achan 

Gender Female Male 

Heritage Canaanite Judahite 

Status Uh yeah Upstanding 

Future Die under rocks Live in land 

Faith Much None 

Relation to 
Messiah 

All reality found All potential lost 

Mt. Gerizim Mt. Ebal

Shechem
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might. Later in the book (24:1–28) Joshua brings the people back to Shechem for another final 
ceremony.  Just as a matter of curiosity 1,500 years from this story Jesus stops by this place, 
which is then called Sychar, and a woman at a well tells him that her ancestors worshiped on 
“this mountain” (Mt. Gerizim). They both had just about the same view of the landscape as 
found in the picture above. 

Joshua	13—24:	The	settlement	of	the	land	
At this point the major coalitions and kings of the land had been conquered. There were still 
many small strongholds where Canaanites lived and Israel still needed to drive them out, but that 
would be the responsibility of individual tribes and would come later as they took possession of 
their own territories. Now it was time to apportion the land to all the people. 

Joshua	14:	The	story	of	Caleb	
Caleb’s story closes a loop. God promised him (forty years previously, Num 14:24) that he and 
Joshua alone (as opposed to the other spies who voted “no”) would receive an inheritance in the 
land and now forty years later he receives what was promised. It is a bittersweet story because 
although God has preserved his strength and he takes his city from the biggest, baddest Anakite 
(Arba) without any drama, he could have been sitting on the front porch sipping iced tea when he 
was 45 rather than 85 if the rest of his peers had the faith he did at Kadesh-barnea. It is a subtle 
irony that the message from the 10 spies about the fearsomeness of the Anakites ultimately 
comes down to one simple action of faith on the part of Caleb to take the city. Forty years later 
Caleb’s faith exposes how misplaced the people’s fears really were. Anakites, Schmanakites. 

Joshua	15—19:	The	story	of	the	rest	
If you remember reading these five chapters, you’re fortunate. Most people fall asleep multiple 
times when they try to understand the material. Most of it is filled with very foreign geographical 
citations and minute detail!  

 1 The allotment for the tribe of Judah, according to its clans, extended down to the 
territory of Edom, to the Desert of Zin in the extreme south. 

 2 Their southern boundary started from the bay at the southern end of the Dead Sea, 3 
crossed south of Scorpion Pass, continued on to Zin and went over to the south of Kadesh 
Barnea. Then it ran past Hezron up to Addar and curved around to Karka. 4 It then 
passed along to Azmon and joined the Wadi of Egypt, ending at the Mediterranean Sea. 
This is their southern boundary. 

 5 The eastern boundary is the Dead Sea as far as the mouth of the Jordan. 

   The northern boundary started from the bay of the sea at the mouth of the Jordan, 6 
went up to Beth Hoglah and continued north of Beth Arabah to the Stone of Bohan son of 
Reuben. 7 The boundary then went up to Debir from the Valley of Achor and turned north 
to Gilgal, which faces the Pass of Adummim south of the gorge. It continued along to the 
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waters of En Shemesh and came out at En Rogel. 8 Then it ran up the Valley of Ben 
Hinnom along the southern slope of the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem). From there it 
climbed to the top of the hill west of the Hinnom Valley at the northern end of the Valley 
of Rephaim. 9 From the hilltop the boundary headed toward the spring of the waters of 
Nephtoah, came out at the towns of Mount Ephron and went down toward Baalah (that 
is, Kiriath Jearim). 10 Then it curved westward from Baalah to Mount Seir, ran along the 
northern slope of Mount Jearim (that is, Kesalon), continued down to Beth Shemesh and 
crossed to Timnah. 11 It went to the northern slope of Ekron, turned toward Shikkeron, 
passed along to Mount Baalah and reached Jabneel. The boundary ended at the sea. 

Why would God bore the modern reader like this? You tell me. Is it important that the reader 
knows that God keeps his promises down to the last detail? God thinks this singular goal is so 
important that he will risk boring you to death! By the way, I seriously doubt if the original 
hearers felt the same way because it so directly affected them. They were probably paying about 
as much attention to Joshua as you will be paying when God reviews your life at the judgment 
seat of Christ. Remember, we serve a God who won’t forget to reward the slightest effort done in 
his name. 

Joshua	24:	Joshua’s	final	address	to	the	people	
If Joshua was 40 years older than the rest of the nation (and he was) this means that he watched 
them grow up and he knew their ways and tendencies like no other. So, when he decided to give 
them a farewell speech, anyone with an ounce of spiritual wisdom would have been dying to 
hear what he had to say. But did Israel have that much wisdom? I’ll let you judge. 

The text of his speech and the people’s response is in 24:14-24.  I have highlighted all of the 
prohibitions in red (negative) and all the exhortations in blue (positive). 

Joshua #1 
14 “Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 
worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 But if serving the 
LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
 
People’s response 
18 And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the 
land. We too will serve the LORD, because he is our God.” 
 
Joshua #2 
 19 Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a 
jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and 
serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has 
been good to you.” 
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People’s response 
 21 But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.” 
 
Joshua #3 
 22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the 
LORD.”    “Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied.  23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the 
foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.” 
 
People’s response 
  24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey him.” 
 
What is curious to me is that Joshua’s words are always balanced with a positive and a negative. 
He tells them (negatively) to throw away their foreign gods and (positively) to serve the LORD. 
Three times he repeats this and three times they respond (positively) that they will serve the 
Lord. Don’t get me wrong I think it’s great that they agree to serve God, but I think it is subtle 
and significant that they never agree to 
throw away their foreign gods. In this case 
it isn’t what they say, but what they don’t 
say, that speaks the loudest. At this critical 
time their silence is deafening. This story 
becomes all the more significant when we 
realize that in the next generation, which 
the book of Judges records, Israel’s failure to put away their foreign gods turned out to be their 
Achilles’ heel. So now you know how we get from the happy victory of Joshua to the tragic 
failures of Judges. 

Conclusion	

The	good	news	
We have already witnessed God’s fulfillment of the second promise to Abraham  (Gen 12:2) in 
making Israel into a nation in Exodus, and now Joshua records the fulfillment of the first promise 
concerning land (Gen 12:1). God does so, however, in proportion to the nation’s faith. When 
they trust him, he supports them and turns formidable obstacles into small steppingstones, but 
when they turn away from him, they stumble over their own shoelaces. Joshua has been an 
encouraging step toward the fulfillment of the promises.  

The	hopeful	news	
In almost the very last verses of the book Joshua records, by inspiration of the Spirit, these 
words: 

32 As for the bones of Joseph, which the people of Israel brought up from Egypt, they 
buried them at Shechem, in the piece of land that Jacob bought from the sons of Hamor 

 + Serve God - Abandon idols 
14 Serve him Throw them away 
18 We will ? ? ? 

19-20 Serve him Don’t follow them 
21 We will ? ? ? 
23 Serve him Throw them away 
24 We will ? ? ? 
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the father of Shechem for a hundred pieces of money. It became an inheritance of the 
descendants of Joseph. 

A person not familiar with the stories of Genesis and the place of Joseph within the unfolding 
program of God might miss the significance here—but you won’t. So far, God has fulfilled two 
of the three main promises to Abraham in terms of the land and the nation; the only thing left is 
the leader. And that’s why Joseph’s bones are important. In the literary development of the story 
we all know that Joseph has been the very best picture of what that leader will look like so the 
fact that the best leader we’ve ever had is now just a bag of bones that has been buried, the focus 
of the story will now naturally turn to the only thing left to fulfill! All we need now is that leader 
in the flesh. Surely, he will come in the next book. Can’t wait to begin the story, can you?  
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v. 32


