
THE CAST OF CHRISTMAS – The Shepherds (with Scripture) 

MONDAY, December 13, 2021 – Read Luke 2:15-20 - 15 When the 
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 
The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things 
they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

That the shepherds “hurried off” to Bethlehem to find baby Jesus 
means that they received the angels’ message with great joy and 
anticipation. They could hardly wait to see for themselves. And once 
“they had seen him, they spread the word” and everyone was 
“amazed.” Does joy permeate your life this Christmas? Can you hardly 
contain your excitement and expectation? Are others “amazed” by your 
worship and celebration? May the joy of the shepherds be yours this 
Christmas! 

TUESDAY, December 14, 2021 – Read John 15:9-11 – 9 “As the Father 
has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you 
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so 
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 

Jesus found joy in His ongoing, continuous, and obedient relationship 
with His Father. The same love they share as Father and the Son is 
passed on to us as followers of Christ. Jesus encourages us to “remain” 
in his love by keeping his “commands.” It’s only as we experience an 
ongoing, continuous, and obedient relationship with Jesus that His joy 



can be in us and that our joy may be complete.  Is your joy complete 
today? If not, Jesus is just a prayer away. 

WEDNESDAY, December 15, 2021 – Read Philippians 4:4-5 - 4 Rejoice in 
the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be 
evident to all. The Lord is near. 

Joy is a choice. It's more of a mind-set, posture or attitude than a 
feeling. It is not determined by circumstances, but by our relationship 
with God through Jesus Christ. That’s why Paul not only instructs us to 
“rejoice in the Lord always,” but commands it. God wants our lives to 
be constantly filled and overflowing with joy. The assurance that God is 
near – that through Jesus we have immediate access to the Father – is 
all that we need to experience joy. So, “rejoice in the Lord always. I will 
say it again: REJOICE!” 

THURSDAY, December 16, 2021 – Read Habakkuk 3:17-18 – Though the 
fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no 
sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, 18 yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. 

The prophet Habakkuk sets the example of being joyful despite our 
circumstances. There’s not much more that could be going wrong in 
Israel. The crops have failed, the stalls are empty, the people have 
experienced great loss. Yet Habakkuk rejoices and chooses to be “joyful 
in God my Savior.” He finds joy in knowing that God has not abandoned 
him, and that “in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). No 
matter the circumstance – rejoice in the Lord always and then you will 
experience joy. 

FRIDAY, December 17, 2021 – Read Psalm 51:10-12 – Create in me a 
pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not 
cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore 



to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me. 

There was great joy in heaven the day you responded to God’s love by 
accepting Jesus as your Savior and Lord. Sometimes, in the course of 
life and living we need a fresh touch, a new beginning, a restoration of 
joy. May the prayer of David strike a chord in your heart today as you 
seek from God a “pure heart,” a renewed spirit, and restored joy. God 
knows your heart and hears your prayers and longs to give you the JOY 
OF YOUR SALVATION! 

 


