
The Cast of Christmas Week 4 Devotions (with scripture) 
Monday December 20 Read: Isaiah 7:14 & Micah 5:2 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you[a] a sign: The virgin[b] will conceive and give birth to a 
son, and[c] will call him Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14 
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans[a] of Judah, out of you 
will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old,  from ancient 
times.” Micah 5:2 
 
Long before Jesus came, His birth was foretold. Over 600 years before Jesus was born, these 
verses were penned about how and where He would come into the world. Not only would Jesus 
be born of a virgin girl—a miracle in and of itself—but God communicated this hundreds of 
years before sending Jesus into the world! As you think about Jesus’ birth and life fulfilling 
hundreds of prophecies, what is the one word or phrase that comes to mind? 
Tuesday December 21 Read: Luke 1:26-38 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him 
the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his 
kingdom will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth 
your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to 
conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s 
servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her. Luke 
1:26-38 
 
Mary was engaged to be married. Although she was a virgin, God told her she would conceive a 
child by the Holy Spirit. Most of us don’t like our plans changing when it comes to small, menial 
things—but this was a massive change of plans for her! When unmarried Mary turned up 
pregnant, you can imagine the rumors swirling around her community. Imagine how she must 
have responded when people asked about the Father of her child! As you read Mary’s response 
in Luke 1:38, think about her simple and complete trust in God’s plan for her life. How would 
you have responded? Would you so quickly trust? Or, would you plead with God for a different 
plan? 
 
Wednesday December 22 Read: Matthew 1:18-25 & Hebrews 11:1  
This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about[a]: His mother Mary was pledged to be 
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 
Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet[b] did not want to 
expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20 But after he had 
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considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name 
Jesus,[c] because he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the 
Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they 
will call him Immanuel”[d] (which means “God with us”). 24 When Joseph woke up, he did what 
the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not 
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus.  
For everyone who follows Jesus, there comes a point where we must believe and trust God—
even when it makes no sense. At our darkest points, we need to trust God. At the point when 
people tell us to walk away, we must trust in Him even more. Undoubtedly, Joseph was 
struggling to accept that Mary’s pregnancy was a miracle that came through the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Imagine you were one of Joseph’s closest friends. He’s preparing to marry a girl who 
was pregnant with a child that was not his own—how would you have advised him? What does 
this part of the Biblical story reveal about Joseph’s faith? Matthew 1:18-25 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. Hebrews 
11:1 
 
Thursday December 23 Read: Luke 2:1-20 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while[a] Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to 
the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be 
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby 
to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were 
shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 
in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the 
Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said 
to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. Luke 2:1-20 
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The first people who received news of the Messiah’s long-awaited birth were not the powerful, 
the elite, the educated, or the well-connected—but simple shepherds. They were working the 
nightshift, keeping watch over their flocks late into the evening. These are the kinds of people 
God decided should hear the good news first: the humble, the ordinary, those overlooked by 
the world. As God chooses shepherds to receive such great news, how does this foreshadow 
the life and teachings of Jesus? (Read Luke 13:30.) 
 
Friday December 24 Read: Hebrews 2:17-18 & 4:14-16 
For this reason he had to be made like them,[a] fully human in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement 
for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to 
help those who are being tempted. Hebrews 2:17-18 
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,[a] Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as 
we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16 
 
These verses contain the reason Jesus came and the reason we can have hope. Jesus came to 
our world fully human. That means He fully understands our pain, our troubles, and all our 
temptations to drift from the life God created for us to live. Today, approach God knowing that 
He fully understands you. Pray to God and plainly tell Him all your struggles and your pain. 
Open up and share them. He already knows you, your feelings, your hopes, your struggles, and 
your dreams, and He loves to hear your voice as you draw near to Him. 
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