
The Why and The What Forever Family Part VI  
“Weaponized Family” II Corinthians 10:1-6  

FBC Canton, Sunday AM, June 13, 2021 – Bro. Mike Roberson 
 

Introduction: Weapons are being formed against God’s forever family. Isaiah 
54:16-17 16 "Behold, I have created the blacksmith Who blows the coals in the fire, 
Who brings forth an instrument for his work; And I have created the spoiler to destroy. 
17 No weapon formed against you shall prosper, and every tongue which rises against 
you in judgment You shall condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, 
and their righteousness is from Me," Says the LORD.”  
 
Weaponization of technology… 

  
Critical race theory… 
Born this way… 
 
A loss of biblical worldview because of biblical illiteracy… 
“43% of Millennials “Don’t Know, Care, or Believe God Exists” 

Syncretism and Moral Therapeutic Deism—the Way of the Young Folks 
So, what is the dominant worldview of the younger generations? Dr. George 
Barna, the respected researcher behind this new survey, says the dominant 
worldview of our day is syncretism (i.e., a blend of a variety of religions and 
beliefs), leaning heavily on the worldview of Moral Therapeutic Deism. What is 
MTD? Well, it can be summarized with these key beliefs: 

• God remains distant from people’s lives. 
• People are supposed to be good to each other (i.e., moral). 
• The universal purpose of life is being happy and feeling good about 

oneself. 

https://www.arizonachristian.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/CRC_AWVI2021_Release02_Digital_01_20210427.pdf


• There are no absolute moral truths. 
• God allows “good people” into Heaven. 
• God places very limited demands on people. 

That certainly sounds like what the majority of people in the US believe today 
(particularly the younger generations). As the study mentioned above found, 
Millennials are “far more likely” than other generations to: 

• Define success in life as happiness, personal freedom, or productivity 
without oppression. 

• Consider an abortion performed to reduce personal economic or emotional 
discomfort to be morally acceptable. 

• Consider premarital sex with someone expected to be their future spouse 
to be morally acceptable. 

• Deem reincarnation a real possibility. 
• Be liberal regarding fiscal and social policies. 
• Champion liberal theology. 
• Be among the “Don’ts”—people who either do not know if God exists, do 

not believe that He exists, or do not care if He exists. 
It’s all about being “happy” and feeling good—there’s no room for sin, God’s 
wrath, biblical justice, absolutes, personal responsibility, self-sacrifice, tolerance 
for others (love for enemies), or uncompromising biblical truth in a worldview 
that’s all about me, what I think, and what makes me feel good in the here and 
now. 

 
Because of Family 

We believe that Christ-Centered lives make unignorable impact first in their 
families: 
Therefore, we love all families no matter the age or the stage. If they are 
grandparents who are parenting their grandkids, single-parent families, or 
families who are made up of his kids, our kids, and their kids (adopted or 
foster kids), or no kids at all. We love all families; widows and widowers, 
young and old, rich and poor. We love when families are reconciled to the 
Father and to each other.  But most of all, we long for all families to be a 
part of the forever family of born-again blood-bought believers! WE ARE 
FOREVER FAMILY!  

Family 
● You long for all families to join Christ’s forever family. 
● You take part in church fellowships to help establish lasting church family 

connections.  
● You support ministry opportunities that draw new families to FBC.  
● You help create a family environment where people feel safe and welcomed.  
● You invite neighborhood families to church and special events.  



● You are excited to include families of all types into the ministries of FBC.  
 
This passage teaches how to weaponize ourselves with God’s Word to fight the 
spiritual battles our families face. Exodus 14:13-14 
 
13 And Moses said to the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of 
the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see 
today, you shall see again no more forever. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you 
shall hold your peace."  
Let’s stand and read and pray for the Lord to fight for us.   
 

I. Fight the right fight. v. 1-6 
a. We are not fighting physically, we are fighting spiritually. Ephesians 

6:10-24 
i. You have to see everything through the eyes of faith. Hebrews 11 
ii. You are going to tear down spiritual strongholds. 

b. We are fighting arguments against God’s Word. II Timothy 3:16, II 
Peter 1:3-9 

i. Every high thing. 
ii. Casting down arguments. 

1. How? 
a. The Bible is completely God’s Word. 

i. It is perfect. 
ii. It is complete. 
iii. It is sufficient for all things. 

b. I will submit all opinions, ideas, thoughts, actions and 
beliefs to God’s word. 

c. We have to follow faith with obedience. v. 6 
i. Obey by removing and replacing. Romans 12:1-2 

1. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.  

Conclusion: We are fighting from victory, not for victory. I John 4:4-6 
 
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore, they speak as 
of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; 



he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit 
of error. 
 
Chapter 10 Chuck Smith 

Now I Paul myself beseech you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence am base 
among you, but being absent [I am] bold toward you (2Cr 10:1):  

This is one of the charges that are made. "Hey, when he gets away he can write these terrifying 
letters, but when he's here, he's just so meek and you know, just so mild mannered and all. But he 
gets away, and then he writes these terrifying letters to you. But when he's around, he's an ugly little 
runt." And they were making fun of his appearance.  

And according to one of the early books of the Apocrypha written about the year 200, the Acts of Paul 
it was called, I think it is. It does describe Paul, and it said he was a short little fellow, heavy eyebrows 
that came together, a hooked nose and sort of bandied bow legs, you know, bow-legged and sort of 
bandied little knee, knobbing knees and just not much to look at. And that's what they were saying in 
Corinth. "Hey, this guy's not much to look at but he gets away, man, he becomes dynamic and 
powerful. With us he's a ninety-seven pound weakling. He's gets away and he's an atlas." And so 
they were making these kind of accusations against Paul. And so he says, "I beseech you by the 
meekness and gentleness of Christ, who in presence I am base among you, but being absent I am 
bold toward you."  

But I beseech you (2Cr 10:2),  

Twice now, the beseeching, not demanding, but just appealing to them.  

that I may not be bold when I am present with that confidence, wherewith I think to be bold against 
some, which think of us as if we walked according to the flesh (2Cr 10:2).  

They were accusing Paul of walking according to the flesh. They were making all kinds of bitter 
accusations against him and he's warning that when he comes, he doesn't want to really come down 
heavy on them. However, if the necessity is there, he will.  

For though [he said] we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but [they are] mighty through God to the pulling down of strongholds;) Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ (2Cr 10:3-5);  
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So we walk in the flesh; that is, we are in a body of flesh. However, our real warfares are not fleshly 
warfares. Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh. Paul, writing to the Ephesians, 
said, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, and powers, and spiritual 
entities in high places" (Ephesians 6:12). Our real battles, our real warfare are not physical battles. 
They are spiritual battles with these spirit entities that surround us, and there is spiritual warfare 
constantly going on. We do not and cannot imagine the extent to which this spiritual warfare is being 
waged in the universe around us.  

You remember when Daniel set his heart to seek the Lord in fasting and in prayer. And after twenty-
one days, the angel came to Daniel and said, "From the day you first called unto God I was 
dispatched to bring you the answer; but lo, the prince of Persia captured me and held me until finally 
Michael, that great prince, came and set me free and now I am come to reveal unto you those things 
that you desire to know of God."  

This great spiritual warfare that was going on hindering the answer to Daniel's prayer for twenty-one 
days, as this angel dispatched from God was held and captured by the prince of Persia, by the 
powers and the spirit forces of darkness and held until Michael came and delivered him. We are not 
really cognizant of the spiritual warfare that does go on in the universe around us. It would be well if 
we would be more sensitive to the fact that there is a spiritual warfare going on, and many times, we 
get the flack of that spiritual warfare. The by-product of it oftentimes are feelings that we really don't 
understand and can't really define. A feeling of heaviness, a feeling of depression, a feeling of 
discouragement or a feeling of despair, despondency. A feeling of restlessness, just a feeling of 
agitation. These feelings can often result from the by-product really of the spiritual warfare that is 
going on around us.  

There is a tremendous battle over the souls of men being waged by the Spirit of God and by Satan. 
That desire to control the mind and the soul of man. And many a time a person is in the midst of that 
conflict as it is their soul that is in the balance. God's Spirit tugging; Satan holding on. Tremendous 
spiritual battle. And to be aware of them is vital for us as Christians if we're going to maintain a life of 
victory.  

One of our problems is that we do not always recognize when Satan is attacking. And quite often, 
we're prone to just pass it off on just, you know, our own nature or our own just feelings or, "I just 
woke up this morning feeling horrible, and I just get in these cranky moods sometimes. You're just 
going to have to forgive me and all." And we're not aware of the fact that we are under a spiritual 
attack. And because we're not aware of the fact that it is a spiritual attack against us, we just go on, 
rather than standing against it and resisting it. For the Bible tells us if we resist the devil he'll flee from 
us. But I've got to recognize that it is Satan's attack before I resist it.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/ephesians/6/12/s_1103012


So, there are really the three R's I call the spiritual victory. And the one is to recognize the source of 
the attack. This is the enemy at work. He's attacking me. Having recognized it, then I can deal with it 
by resisting it in the name of Jesus. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. And then the third key 
to victory is to rejoice in the victory of the Lord over the powers and the forces of darkness, and as 
you rejoice you find the depression goes; you find that the irritation leaves, and you begin to really 
feel victory in Christ. And what a difference the day becomes because you have taken that victory 
that is yours through Christ over this attack of the enemy against you.  

But too many times we just bow our head and we, you know, go on being battered and beaten, 
feeling lousy and don't know why. Complaining to God because things are going so horribly. Failing to 
recognize that it's actually a spiritual attack of Satan against you, against your home, against the 
family. And they can be manifested in so many ways.  

So, we walk in the flesh but we really don't war after the flesh. The warfare is a spiritual warfare, and 
for this spiritual warfare it takes spiritual weapons. And God has provided us those spiritual weapons. 
And in Ephesians chapter six, Paul said, "Therefore recognizing that we're wrestling against these 
spirit forces and powers, put on the whole armor of God, that you might be able to withstand the 
works of the evil one." That you might stand against them. And he talks about the helmet of salvation; 
he talks about the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God; the shield of faith whereby we quench 
the fiery darts of the wicked one. And then having armed you completely, he then concludes by 
saying, "Praying with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, let your requests be made known unto 
God" (Philippians 4:6).  

So the weapons of our warfare are not carnal. The weapons of the spiritual warfare are spiritual 
weapons, the word of God, faith, prayer. And by these we come against the attacks of the enemy, 
and by these we can defeat the enemy. None of you as a child of God need to go on being harassed 
by Satan. You have the authority and the power through Jesus Christ to put the enemy to flight. And 
when you come against him in that victory of Christ that was wrought at Calvary, Satan must yield. 
"Resist the devil and he shall flee from you. Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw nigh unto you" 
(James 4:8).  

Our problem is that so often, rather than coming against the enemy with spiritual weapons, we come 
against him with the weapons of the flesh. "I'm going to conquer over this. I'm going to, you know, lift 
myself out of this depression. I'm going to... " And we come with our own fleshly devices and 
schemes rather than with the spiritual weapons that God has placed at our disposal. And so the fight 
goes on and on and on and on. And I live in a quasi world constantly battling, constantly being 
harassed and attacked by the enemy, because I'm trying in my flesh to ward off his power and his 
attacks against me. The "weapons of our warfare are not carnal, they are mighty through God pulling 
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down the strongholds." And that's exactly what we can do through prayer is pull down the strongholds 
of the enemy.  

Now, the area of the battlefield is in the imagination of man and in his thoughts. Satan battles you in 
your mind. The spiritual battles are waged in your mind. That's where Satan challenges God. "Hath 
God said? Does God know? Is there knowledge in the most high? Does God see?" And quite often 
we are deceived by Satan thinking that we are getting by. God doesn't see.  

"If God sees, then why didn't He do something about it?" And because God doesn't instantly strike we 
think, "Well, we're getting by with it." And we've deceived ourselves into thinking that we are 
somehow getting by with our evil. It's going unnoticed by God. We seem to be prospering in our 
wickedness. But as the old adage goes: The wheels of justice grinds slowly but exceedingly fine. And 
it will come out.  

But in our minds Satan will plant thoughts, ideas, fantasies. What do I do with them? Do I say, "Oh, I 
like that. Um-hmm." And I begin to fantasize and see myself in this experience, and I begin to go on in 
my mind and play with it and, "Oh, you know, it would be so good and I could be so happy. And oh, 
it's so ideal." And you continue to fantasize, and Satan takes that imagination, that fantasy, and he 
uses it to trip you up. The law of metaphysics, the visualization. What do you desire? Put it in your 
mind. Put it before your mind. Write your goal on a piece of paper. Put it on your mirror. And when 
you shave in the morning, look at it and just see yourself now in this position of power. See yourself in 
this position of authority. See yourself sitting behind the desk, president on the you know... And as 
you are visualizing, your subconscious will take over and will begin to device the methods and the 
means whereby your visualization can become an actualization.  

And so Satan works. You begin to visualize yourself in these things, doing these things. And your 
subconscious begins to develop the schemes and the methods whereby it becomes a reality. And 
suddenly you find yourself caught up in that which you really thought I would never do. But you see, 
you first of all did it in your mind. That's what Jesus was talking about when He said, "You've heard 
that it hath been said, 'Thou shalt not commit adultery.' But I say unto you, Whoever lusts after a 
woman in his heart" (Matthew 5:28). You see, there is where it starts: in the mind, in the fantasizing. 
You're already guilty. You're on the road. You're on the way. You've already in your mind done the 
act. And so that's where it has to be checked.  

That's where we need the spiritual weapons. To check those imaginations. And "casting down every 
imagination and anything that would exalt itself against the law of God," that would put me in 
opposition to what God hath said. "Bringing every thought into captivity unto the obedience of Jesus 
Christ." If that thought that you have doesn't measure up and match what Jesus would have you to be 
or to do, then get rid of it. Don't play with it. Don't flirt with it, because it can bring you into damnation.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/matthew/5/28/s_934028


So the weapons of our warfare. We need the spiritual weapons to fight this spiritual warfare. We may 
walk in the flesh, but that isn't where the real war takes place. It takes place in my mind. The spiritual 
battle for the control of my mind. And if I have the mind of the flesh, then I'm going to reap corruption. 
But if I have the mind of the Spirit, then I'm going to reap life and joy and peace in the Holy Spirit. But 
the battle is for the mind and Satan is trying to captivate your mind.  

And look at the tools that he has today to captivate your mind and to plant things into your mind that 
would take you away from the Lord. Look at the abundance and the availability of pornography today. 
Satan is working overtime to bring out things to capture your mind and to cause these fantasies to 
start going. And you've got to stand in the strength and in the power of the Holy Spirit against these 
onslaughts of the enemy, or else you will find yourself brought into captivity and in the bondage of 
your flesh.  

My heart goes out to you. It's not easy to live the right kind of life today, because every ungodly 
pressure in the world is against you. And you cannot in your flesh maintain a spiritual experience. You 
must take and use everything God has made available for you if you're going to stand in these days.  

And that's how Paul concludes this little talk in Ephesus to the Ephesians on the same subject. He 
said, "Stand ye therefore, and having done all, stand" (Ephesians 6:13). And God knows sometimes 
that's about all we can do. I mean, after Satan has been through and the battering and the blasting, 
just the fact that I'm still standing, man, that's all right, you know. Thank God. It's only by the grace of 
God that I'm standing, because surely Satan is out to destroy you and to pull you down.  

And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled (2Cr 10:6).  

Paul is again referring to those in Ephesus in whom he plans to, if they do not change, bring revenge 
upon their disobedience. Now,  

HOW TO JUDGE AN APOSTLE DAVID GUZIK 
A. Does Paul walk according to the flesh?  

1. (2Cr 10:1) Paul pleads with the Corinthians.  

Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ; who in 
presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you.  

a. Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you: Paul introduces this chapter with a change of tone. 
Some have even thought that 2 Corinthians 10 through 13 really make up a different letter that was 
added to the end of 2 Corinthians 1 through 9. This isn’t likely, but it does show that Paul is changing 
gears as he ends the letter.  

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/ephesians/6/13/s_1103013
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/10/6/s_1088006
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/10/1/s_1088001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/10/1-18/s_1088001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/13/1-14/s_1091001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/1/1-24/s_1079001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/2corinthians/9/1-15/s_1087001


i. “Having now finished his directions and advices relative to the collection for the poor, he resumes 
his argument relative to the false apostle, who had gained considerable influence by representing St. 
Paul as despicable in his person, his ministry, and his influence.” (Clarke)  

b. Pleading with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ: In these next few chapters, Paul 
will get a little “rough” with the Corinthian Christians. Yet he does it all in the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ.  

c. Who in presence am lowly among you, but being absent am bold toward you: Here, Paul 
reveals a matter of great contention between him and the Corinthian Christians. They said that Paul 
seemed reserved in person but very bold in his letters.  

i. The Corinthians criticized Paul as if he were a dog that barked loudly, but only at a distance. They 
accused him of backing down in any face-to-face confrontation.  

d. How can the same person be in presence lowly and bold toward you at other times? Isn’t this 
contradictory? It isn’t a contradiction at all. Those who can’t see that boldness and lowliness can be 
found in the same person don’t know the life of Jesus very well.  

2. (2Cr 10:2) Paul hopes that the Corinthians will change their attitude towards him and his 
credentials as an apostle so that he may come to them in gentleness, not severity.  

But I beg you that when I am present I may not be bold with that confidence by which I intend 
to be bold against some, who think of us as if we walked according to the flesh.  

a. I intend to be bold against some: Some reminds us that we shouldn’t think that all the Corinthian 
Christians had a bad opinion or Paul. It may have been merely a vocal minority.  

b. Who think of us as if walked according to the flesh: This is another aspect of the accusations 
made against Paul by some of the Corinthian Christians. They said he was a man who walked 
according to the flesh.  

i. He is accused of this because of the perceived contradiction between his gentleness and his 
severity.  

c. In the following section, Paul will defend his apostolic authority. It is important to see how vital 
Paul’s sense of apostolic authority was to him. Today, the idea of apostolic authority is cheapened by 
many of those who claim to be “apostles.”  

3. (2Cr 10:3-6) Does Paul minister according to the flesh?  
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For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to punish all disobedience 
when your obedience is fulfilled.  

a. For though we walk in the flesh: Paul will admit that he walks according to the flesh in the sense 
that we all do. He is a flesh and blood human being, and he struggles with the same things the 
Corinthian Christians struggled with. However, Paul wants to make it clear that he does not war 
according to the flesh.  

b. For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal: When Paul fought, his weapons were not 
material but spiritual, suited for spiritual war.  

i. The carnal weapons Paul refuses were not material weapons such as swords and spears. The 
carnal weapons he renounced were the manipulative and deceitful ways his opponents used. Paul 
would not defend his apostolic credentials with carnal weapons others used.  

ii. In Ephesians 6, Paul lists the spiritual weapons he used: the belt of truth, the breastplate of 
righteousness, the shoes of the gospel, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit. To rely on these weapons took faith in God instead of carnal methods. But truly, these 
weapons are mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.  

iii. The Corinthian Christians tended to rely on and admire carnal weapons for the Christian battle:  

· Instead of the belt of truth, they fought with manipulation  
· Instead of the breastplate of righteousness, they fought with the image of success  
· Instead of the shoes of the gospel, they fought with smooth words  
· Instead of the shield of faith, they fought with the perception of power  
· Instead of the helmet of salvation, they fought with lording over authority  
· Instead of the sword of the Spirit, they fought with human schemes and programs  

iv. Jesus relied on spiritual weapons when He fought for our salvation. Philippians 2:6-8 describes 
this: who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made 
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. And 
being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 
death, even the death of the cross. This kind of victory through humble obedience offended the 
Corinthian Christians because it seemed so “weak.” The carnal, human way is to overpower, 
dominate, manipulate, and out-maneuver. The spiritual, Jesus way is to humble yourself, die to 
yourself, and let God show His resurrection power through you.  
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v. “Apart from a mighty awakening and revival in the church, we are fighting a losing battle because 
we are resisting on carnal levels.” (Redpath)  

vi. Our spiritual weapons are scorned by the world but feared by demonic powers. When we fight with 
true spiritual weapons, then no principality or power can stand against us. “As the spittle that comes 
out of a man’s mouth slayeth serpents, so doth that which proceedeth out of the mouths of God’s 
faithful ministers quell and kill evil imaginations, carnal reasonings, which are the legion of domestic 
devils, that hold near intelligence with the old serpent.” (John Trapp)  

c. Pulling down strongholds: Strongholds in this context are wrong thoughts and perceptions, 
contradicting the true knowledge of God and the nature of God. These strongholds are expressed in 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God.  

i. This reliance on carnal methods and the habit of carnal thinking is a true stronghold. It stubbornly 
sets down deep roots in the heart and mind, and it colors all of our actions and thinking. It is hard to 
let go of the thinking that values the things and ways of this world, but God’s power really can break 
down these strongholds.  

ii. In Paul’s native land of Cilicia, some fifty years before he was born, Roman armies destroyed many 
rocky fortresses to defeat the pirates who had taken refuge in those strongholds. Perhaps Paul saw 
the ruins and thought of the battle needed to conquer those fortresses.  

iii. Redpath writes of a practical way to battle with spiritual weapons and break down a stronghold: 
“When the thought comes and the person is reported to have said what he has said, and the 
unkindness has been passed over to us, and the criticism has been made, whereas carnality would 
say, ‘Counterattack!’ spirituality recognizes that nothing that any person could ever say about any one 
is really one hundredth part as bad as the truth if he only knew it. Therefore, we have no reason to 
counterattack, but one good reason to submit and to forget.”  

iv. Praise God, strongholds can be pulled down! Clarke recounts with wonder one stronghold pulled 
down in history: “In like manner the doctrines of the reformation, mighty through God, pulled down – 
demolished and brought into captivity, the whole papal system; and instead of obedience to the pope, 
the pretended vicar of God upon the earth, obedience to Christ, as the sole almighty Head of the 
Church, was established, particularly in Great Britain, where it continues to prevail. Hallelujah! The 
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth!” (Adam Clarke)  

d. Arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God: Carnal and 
worldly ways of thinking and doing are arguments against the mind and methods of God. They want 
to debate God, saying they have a better way. They exalt themselves against the knowledge of 



God. They think of themselves as smarter, more sophisticated, more effective, more powerful than 
God’s ways. Carnal, worldly minds think they know more than God does!  

i. We must remind ourselves that Paul speaks to carnal, worldly thinking among Christians. He isn’t 
talking about the world here but the Corinthian Christians. They were the ones with the strongholds 
in their minds and hearts. They made the arguments against God’s mind and methods. They held on 
to every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God. We miss it entirely if we think 
the love of manipulation, the image of success, smooth words, the perception of power, lording over 
authority, and human schemes and programs are just problems among unbelievers. Paul dealt with 
this heart and mind in the church.  

ii. “For nothing is more opposed to the spiritual wisdom of God than the wisdom of the flesh, and 
nothing more opposed to His grace than man’s natural ability.” (Calvin)  

e. Bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ: To battle against this carnal 
way of thinking and doing, our thoughts must be brought captive and made obedient to Jesus.  

i. When we start to think in this carnal way, we must stop our thoughts, take dominion over them in 
Jesus, and not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
(Romans 12:2)  

ii. Paul’s first application is towards the carnal, worldly thinking of the Corinthian Christians that made 
them despise Paul and his “weakness,” doubting his apostolic credentials. But Paul’s principle has a 
much broader application. We are not helpless victims or recipients of our thoughts. We can choose 
to stop our thoughts and bring every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ. Thoughts 
of lust, thoughts of anger, thoughts of fear, thoughts of greed, bitter thoughts, evil thoughts – they are 
part of every thought that may be and must be brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.  

iii. Someone might object: “I don’t want my thoughts to be captive to anyone. I don’t want my thoughts 
to be captive to Jesus. I want my thoughts to be free.” This is wrong on at least two points. First, you 
belong to someone, and ultimately we either serve Jesus or Satan. Second, if you are a Christian, 
you are a purchased possession of Jesus Christ. You belong to Him. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 puts it this 
way: Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your 
body and in your spirit, which are God’s.  

f. And being ready to punish all disobedience: Paul was ready to confront the Corinthian 
Christians and to pull down the strongholds among them if they would not do it themselves.  
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i. Many commentators think the phrase to punish all disobedience is taken from the Roman military 
court. Paul says, “We are all soldiers together in this battle, and I am ready to bring in some discipline 
among these troops.”  

ii. When your obedience is fulfilled: Paul sees no point in coming to confront disobedience until 
those who have obeyed Jesus have made up their mind to do so. He will give time for those who 
want to renounce carnal weapons to do so. Then he will come to punish the disobedience of those 
who will not renounce those carnal weapons.  

iii. “Herein the apostle hath set a rule and a pattern to all churches, where are multitudes that walk 
disorderly; not to be too hasty in excommunicating them, but to proceed gradually; first using all fair 
means, and waiting with all patience, for the reducing them to their duty, who will by any gentle and 
fair means be reduced; and then revenging the honour and glory of God only upon such as will not be 
reclaimed.” (Poole)  

 
 

Appendix B 
Living Free from Strongholds: 

 
What is my responsibility now? 

 
TO LIVE FREE IN CHRIST! 

 
I. How?  

 
a. By understanding freedom from sin means surrender to Christ. 

 
b. By understanding freedom from sin means restoration of my soul. Psalm 23. 

 
i. This means freedom from the strongholds of sin in my life! 

 
ii. 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 1 “Now I, Paul, myself am pleading with you by the 

meekness and gentleness of Christ — who in presence am lowly among you, but 
being absent am bold toward you. 2 But I beg you that when I am present I may 
not be bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold against some, who 
think of us as if we walked according to the flesh. 3 For though we walk in the 
flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down 
arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, 
bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ, 6 and being ready 
to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.”  

II. The Lord created every person with 7 basic needs (Genesis 1 and 2). See “Demolishing 
Strongholds; God’s way to Spiritual Freedom” Mike and Sue Dowgiewicz. This information 
is adapted from their bible study. 
1. Dignity 



2. Authority 
3. Blessing and Provision 
4. Security 
5. Purpose and Meaning 
6. Freedom and Boundary 
7. Intimate Love and Companionship 

               We cannot meet these needs outside of God’s will without becoming entangled in strong            
               holds. A stronghold is sinful, demonic influence.  II Corinthians 10. These strong hold  
               oppress us, afflict us and try to shape the way we live. The evil in this world tries to put us  
               into a strong hold of sin or conform us (Romans 12:1). God’s word is the remedy for  
               transformed living! Romans 12:2. It is freedom in living in every relationship in our life.  

III. Freedom in the Body of Christ means: 
a. Free Relationships. 

i. But Before salvation. 
1. Our Relationships were based on 1. Soul. 2. Body. 3. Spirit. 

a. This order is oppressive, discouraging, and colors how we view 
every person we know! Our sinful desires strongly rule us based on 
physical appearance and our feelings, with no regard for the 
spiritual nature, because the spiritual nature is dead.  
Ephesians 2:1-12. 

ii. Now, After salvation. 
1. Relationships are based on 1. Spirit. 2. Soul. 3. Body. 

a. Freedom in the body means transformation of this order! We regard 
no one according to the flesh! 
 II Corinthians 5:16. 

b. Freedom in the body means freedom from strong holds. 
i. Where do strong holds come from? 

1. Passed from past generations. Exodus 20:5-6. 
2. Established by trying to meets present needs outside 

of God’s will.  
Ephesians 4:26-27 

3. Strengthened through continual unrepentant actions. 
Hebrews 3:12-15 

a. Sinful thoughts enter our thinking. 
b. Entertaining those thoughts opens our 

emotions. 
c. Opening our emotions leads to open actions. 
d. Continual actions lead to bad habits. 
e. Bad habits build strong holds. 

ii. What effects do strong holds have? Genesis 3 
1. Shame. 
2. Hiding from the Lord.  
3. Fear. 
4. Blame shifting.  
5. Loss of blessing.  
6. Rejection.  
7. Spiritual weakness. 
8. When strong holds have been built into your body, 

soul, and spirit 
a. You will: 

i. Not hear from the Lord clearly. 
ii. Not believe the Lord confidently. 



iii. Not desire what the Lord desires. 
iv. Not obey the Lord without delay. 
v. Not relate to the Lord or others in purity. 

 
iii. What are some strong holds?  

1. Pride/Control. Proverbs 16:18, 30:11-13, Ezekiel, 
28:5, I Corinthians 12:21, Isaiah 10:13, Romans 12:3, 
James 3:6-10 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Ungrateful. 
ii. Self-centered. 
iii. Insensitive. 
iv. Materialistic. 
v. Seeks positions. 
vi. Stubborn. 
vii. Mocking. 
viii. Vain. 
ix. Impatient.  
x. Spiritual Adultery. 
xi. Manipulative. 
xii. Striving. 
xiii. Lack of trust. 
xiv. Argumentative. Positions as devil’s 

advocate. 
xv. Flatterer. 
xvi. Emotional tirades. 
xvii. Scheming. 

2. Rejection. Job 19:13-14, Psalm 69:20, I Timothy 4:12 
a. Symptoms: 

i. Addictive behavior. 
ii. Compulsions. 
iii. Seeks acceptance. 
iv. Unworthiness. 
v. Withdrawal. 
vi. Shallow relationships. 
vii. Loneliness. 

3. Fear and Insecurity. Romans 8:15, II Timothy 1:7 
a. Symptoms: 

i. Feelings of Inferiority. 
ii. Feelings of inadequacy. 
iii. Timid. 
iv. People pleaser/not a God pleaser. 
v. Worry. 
vi. Phobias. 
vii. Anxiety over death. 
viii. Dread of failure. 
ix. Constantly talking. 

4. Self-Righteousness. Isaiah 58:2, Jeremiah 7:8-10, 
Matthew 23:28, Revelation 3:1-3 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Busy with religious activity. 
ii. Knowledge without love. 



iii. No spiritual power. 
iv. Spiritual blindness. 
v. Hypocritical. 
vi. Legalistic. 
vii. Takes grace for granted. 

5. Idolatry/Worldliness. I John 2:15-17, I Corinthians 
2:12-14, I Timothy 6:9-10 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Worldly values. 
ii. Frustrated. 
iii. Hopeless. 
iv. Greedy/selfish. 
v. Financial difficulties. 
vi. Wrong goals/decisions. 
vii. Living a lie. 
viii. Apathetic. 
ix. Pleasure in wickedness. 

6. False Prophecy. I John 4:1-3, Micah 3:5-7, Zechariah 
13:2 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Denies Jesus as God and man. 
ii. Bondage to man-made teaching. 
iii. Manipulation. 
iv. Prophecy for pay. 
v. Prey to cults/heresies. 
vi. Encourages lawlessness. 
vii. Counterfeits miracles. 
viii. Contrives dreams and visions. 

 
 

7. Witchcraft. I Samuel 28:7-9, Acts 16:16-18, II 
Chronicles 33:6, Nahum 3:4 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Blasphemy. 
ii. Preoccupied with evil. 
iii. Psychic experiences. 
iv. Rebellion. 
v. Devalues life. 
vi. Fixated on fortune telling, tarot cards, 

etc. 
8. Doubt/Unbelief. Isaiah 19:14, James 1:5-8, Luke 9:32 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Suspicious. 
ii. Apprehensive. 
iii. Indecisive/double minded. 
iv. Skeptical. 
v. Unsettled. 
vi. Easily distracted. 
vii. Lack of commitment. 
viii. No love of truth. 
ix. Distorted judgment. 



9. Sexual Impurity. Hosea 5:4, Ephesians 4:18-19, 
James 4:4 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Lust. 
ii. Sensual focus. 
iii. Denial and rationalization of sensual 

behavior. 
iv. Masturbation. 
v. Fornication. 
vi. Adultery. 
vii. Pornography. 
viii. Frigidity. 
ix. Abusive behavior. 
x. Homosexuality/gender confusion. 
xi. Fantasy. 

10. Deceit. I Timothy 4:1, II Thessalonians 2:10, I John 
1:6-8 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Lying. 
ii. Fantasies. 
iii. Delusions. 
iv. Rationalizations. 
v. Misuse of scripture. 
vi. Syncretism. 
vii. Flattery. 

11. Bitterness. Ephesians 4:29-31, Acts 8:22-23, Matthew 
6:14-15 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Resentment. 
ii. Racism. 
iii. Unforgiveness. 
iv. Anger/hatred. 
v. Grudges. 
vi. Vengeful. 
vii. Chronic Grumbling. 
viii. Presumptuous. 

12. Heaviness. Isaiah 61:3, Psalm 13:1-3 
a. Symptoms: 

i. Depression. 
ii. Despair. 
iii. Self-pity. 
iv. Loneliness. 
v. Unconfessed sin. 
vi. Suicidal thoughts. 

13. Jealousy. Numbers 5:14-15, Genesis 4:6-7, I 
Corinthians 3:3, James 3:14-16 

a. Symptoms: 
i. Spiteful. 
ii. Gossip/slander. 
iii. Betrayal. 
iv. Critical Nature. 
v. Judgmental. 



vi. Suspicious. 
vii. Un-Christlike competition. 
viii. Cruelty. 

 
 

How does the Lord Pulldown these Strongholds?  
 

1. By casting down arguments. 
 

a. That means we must recognize our architecture. We are called the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. That means we are made in likeness to the architecture of God’s Temple design. 
 

i. 1 Corinthians 6:18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside 
the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 
Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, 
whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at 
a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. 
Slides are from Nancy Missler’s “Architecture of Man.” 

2. By bringing every thought into captivity. 
3. By punishing disobedience. 

 

 

EDUCATION 

Published 43 mins ago 

Virginia mom who 
survived Maoist China 
eviscerates school board's 
critical race theory push 
Xi Van Fleet said Cultural Revolution began when she was 6, pitted 
students against one another and their teachers 

By Michael Ruiz | Fox News 
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Fox News Flash top headlines for June 9 
Fox News Flash top headlines are here. Check out what's clicking on Foxnews.com. 

A Virginia mom who endured Mao Zedong’s Cultural Revolution before immigrating to the 
U.S. ripped a Virginia school board at a public meeting Tuesday over its stubborn support of 
the controversial critical race theory. 
"I’ve been very alarmed by what’s going on in our schools," Xi Van Fleet told the Loudoun 
County School Board members. "You are now teaching, training our children to be social 
justice warriors and to loathe our country and our history." 

She likened CRT, which critics deride as a form of "neo-racism," to China’s Cultural 
Revolution, a Mao-led purge that left between 500,000 and 20 million people dead from 1966 
to 1976. The estimates vary greatly and many details have been shrouded in secrecy for 
decades. 

Van Fleet, whose son graduated from Loudoun High School in 2015, shared some of her 
experience growing up in China’s Sichuan province with Fox News exclusively Wednesday 
evening. 

VIRGINIA SCHOOL BOARD MEETING EXPLODES AS MEMBERS FACE BACKLASH FOR 
SUSPENSION OF TANNER CROSS 
The Cultural Revolution began when she was 6 years old, she said, and immediately pitted 
students and teachers and against one another by hanging "Big Posters" and hallways and the 
cafeteria where students could write criticisms against anyone deemed ideological impure. 

"One of the teachers was considered bourgeoisie because she liked to wear pretty clothes," 
Van Fleet said. "So the students attacked her and spit on her. She was covered with spit… and 
pretty soon it became violence." 

To me, and to a lot of Chinese, it is 
heartbreaking that we escaped 
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communism and now we experience 
communism here. 
— Xi Van Fleet 

Communist squads would raid homes and destroy any relics of China’s past culture, history, 
governments or religion, she said.  

"Everything that was considered ‘old,’ feudalist, a vase, Buddhas, everything was taken out 
and smashed," she said. 

There were thought crimes, too. 

"We were asked to report if we hear anything about someone saying anything showing that 
there's a lack of complete loyalty to Mao," she said. "There were people reporting their 
parents, and their parents ended up in jail." 

At 26 years old, she said, she finally made it out, traveling to the U.S. – where she immediately 
found freedoms she had never been able to enjoy before. 

 
Xi Van Fleet, who survived Chairman Mao's Cultural Revolution, speaking before the Loudoun County school board 
Tuesday. (LCPS) 

"I felt like it’s such a free country, meaning I have free access to all sorts of information – 
books on both sides of the issues," she said. 

In the current political and cultural climate in the U.S., however, she said she felt some of that 
freedom eroding. 



"I can’t really just say what I mean, even though the other side can say whatever," she said. 
"To me, and to a lot of Chinese, it is heartbreaking that we escaped communism and now we 
experience communism here." 

In her speech to the school board, which officials made her shorten to fit the one-minute limit, 
she drew direct parallels between what she saw back then in China and what she sees in the 
United States today. 

"The Communist regime used the same critical theory to divide people," she said. "The only 
difference is they used class instead of race." 

I just want Americans to know that their 
privilege is to be here living in America, 
that is just the biggest privilege. 
— Xi Van Fleet 

She said she witnessed students and teachers "turn against each other" during the pogrom 
and saw schools change their names "to be politically correct." 

"We were taught to denounce our heritage, and Red Guards destroyed anything that is not 
communist…statues, books and anything else," she continued. "We were also encouraged to 
report on each other, just like the Student Equity Ambassador program and the bias reporting 
system." 

VIRGINIA PARENTS GROUP LAUNCHES PAC TO UNSEAT SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
OVER REOPENING, RACE CONTROVERSIES 
"This is indeed the American version of the Chinese Cultural Revolution," she said. "The 
critical race theory has its roots in cultural Marxism. It should have no place in our school." 

Her speech came 246 years after fellow Virginian Patrick Henry declared "Give me liberty or 
give me death" during the Second Virginia Convention in Richmond, 125 miles to the south of 
Loudoun. 
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"I just want Americans to know that their privilege is to be here living in America, that is just 
the biggest privilege," Van Fleet said over the phone Wednesday. "I do not think a lot of 
people understand. They are thinking they are doing the right thing, ‘be against racism’ 
sounds really good. But they are basically breaking the system that is against racism." 

One of the teachers was considered 
bourgeoisie because she liked to wear 
pretty clothes. So the students attacked her 
and spit on her. 
— Xi Van Fleet 

The Loudoun County school board has doubled down on its embrace of left-wing policies, 
including CRT, in recent months. 

Illustrating Van Fleet’s point, a group of Loudoun County parents and teachers were accused 
of "racketeering" and intimidating conservative parents who raised questions about the 
radical proposals. Members of the "Anti-Racist Parents of Loudoun County" allegedly 
compiled a list of outspoken conservatives in their community in order to track, hack and 
"doxx" them – or even scare them into self-censorship, according to David Gordon, director of 
the Virginia Project, a Republican PAC. 
Earlier this week, a judge ordered the district to reinstate suspended elementary school phys 
ed teacher Byron "Tanner" Cross after he was punished for speaking his mind during the 
public comment portion of a hearing on new transgender policies last month.  
Cross declared that he wouldn't "affirm that a biological boy can be a girl and vice versa 
because it's against my religion. It's lying to a child, it's abuse to a child, and it's sinning 
against our God." 

He was speaking out against a district policy proposal that would require teachers and other 
school staff to address "gender-expansive or transgender students" with their preferred 
name, pronouns and gender. 
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CLICK HERE TO GET THE FOX NEWS APP 
Ian Prior, the father of two students attending Loudoun schools, said Van Fleet’s remarks to 
the school board "should serve as a stark warning" Wednesday. 
"I think for a while now, school systems have really put this stuff in the schools right under 
our very noses, and we just weren’t aware," he said. "When your kids go to school and you let 
them go through those doors, you’re trusting the school system to do the job that they’re’ 
supposed to do…And it took a pandemic and all the information that parents could see with 
this distance learning to understand exactly what was going on." 

 

Born This Way: Do “Biological Factors Drive 
Homosexuality?” 

by Ken Ham on June 7, 2021  
Featured in Ken Ham 

 

We’ve all heard the argument and seen the rainbow-colored signs—“I was born this way.” As the reasoning goes, 

people are just born homosexuals and therefore same-sex desires and behaviors are natural and acceptable. A recent 

article, reflecting on several studies that searched for the elusive “gay gene,” makes this very argument: However, 

biologists have documented homosexual behavior in more than 450 species, arguing that same-sex behavior is not an 

unnatural choice, and may in fact play a vital role within populations . . . Nonetheless, misconceptions persist that 

same-sex attraction is a choice that warrants condemnation or conversion, and leads to discrimination and 

persecution . . . While there is no single “gay gene,” there is overwhelming evidence of a biological basis for sexual 

orientation that is programmed into the brain before birth based on a mix of genetics and prenatal conditions, none of 
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which the fetus chooses.While this article presents the research as clear cut, the truth is more complicated. As Dr. 

Georgia Purdom powerfully shows in her presentation Are People Born Gay?, the scientific jury is still out on the 

question of a genetic or biological basis for homosexuality. For example, many of the studies done on the question 

had a small sample size and only had participants from one ethnic background—and that’s a big problem for 

research comparing genetic differences between individuals. 

Discover more scientific and biblical answers to this question in Dr. Purdom’s presentation, available for free for a 

limited time on Answers TV. (Our streaming platform is a tremendous apologetics resource—I urge you to try it free 

for seven days.) 

But what if someday it’s unquestionably demonstrated that there is a genetic or biological basis for homosexuality? 

How should Christians respond? Well, we must understand three truths from Scripture: 

1. We are all fallen with sinful hearts and evil dispositions and tendencies from infancy. Because of our sin 

nature, every person is born into sin and with a heart that desires darkness, not light and righteousness. Just 

because a person has debased desires from youth doesn’t make those desires right, natural, or acceptable—it 

is still sin, according to God’s Word (and this is not true just for homosexuality—it’s true for every sin!). 

2. We are called to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow Christ (Matthew 16:24). Scripture never tells 

us to pursue our natural desires. Instead, it says those desires are wicked and deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), and 

the only answer is repentance and faith in Christ, who gives us new and eternal life. When we joyfully 

embrace Christ as Savior, we’re given a new power to say “no” to sin and to pick up our cross and follow 

after him, no matter the cost.  

3. We’re called to a new identity. Our culture says you are your sexual desires—your identity is wrapped up in 

your sexuality, hence the plethora of gender and sexual orientation identity options. But Christ says you are a 

sinner in need of a great Savior. When you turn from sin and trust in Christ, you are given a new identity. It’s 

not grounded in your desires but grounded in Christ and what he has done for you on the cross when he 
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freely forgave the sin debt you could never pay. If you are in Christ, he is your life (Colossians 3:4) and you 

are a new man or woman in him (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

Our culture says that we’re “born this way,” but Christ says, “You must be born again” (see John 3:1–17). It’s only 

through new birth that we’re reconciled to God, given a new identity in Christ, and given freedom over slavery to 

sin—including those sins that have tempted us from our youth. 

So, is there a biological basis for homosexuality? At this point in research, no, there’s not. But even if it turns out 

that there is: Christ is enough to conquer any sin. 

Get More Answers on Answers News 

This item was discussed yesterday on Answers News with cohosts Dr. Georgia Purdom, Avery Foley, and Dr. 

Gabriela Haynes. Answers News is our twice-weekly news program filmed live before a studio audience here at the 

Creation Museum and broadcast on my Facebook page and the Answers in Genesis Facebook page. We also covered 

the following topics: 

• What happened right after the big bang? 

• What is a “trans church”? 

• Have frogs lost their teeth over twenty times? 

• And more! 
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Americans Have A 'Biblical Worldview' 
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Share this article: 

 

Back in October, I detailed several data sets indicating that America is about to see her 
first post-Christian generation--a reality that will likely transform politics and has already 
transformed culture. But according to new polling released by George Barna, it may be 
worse than we thought. From The Christian Post: 

Only 6% of Americans have a "biblical worldview," according to research from notable 
evangelical pollster George Barna released as part of a new endeavor with the Christian 
conservative advocacy organization Family Research Council. 

In a statement Wednesday, FRC announced that Barna, who founded the influential 
evangelical polling organization Barna Group, joined the organization as a senior fellow of 
their newly launched Center for Biblical Worldview...As part of the center's launch, FRC 
released research conducted by Barna's Metaformation research group. Some of the new 
report includes questions and data compiled for the American Worldview Inventory 
produced by the Barna-led Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian University. 

 
The data found, among other things, that while 51% of American adults said they have a 
"biblical worldview, only 6% of American adults actually hold this worldview. 
 
Barna drew the conclusion of inconsistency among the 51% reporting a biblical worldview 
by noting that many of the questions to determine worldview found this group technically 
outside of what the pollster defined as a "biblical worldview."  
 
For example, of the 51%, 49% said that reincarnation was a possibility after they die. 
Meanwhile, only 33% said they believed that "human beings are born with a sinful nature 
and can only be saved from the consequences of sin by Jesus Christ." 
 
Data for the research came from a May survey featuring a nationally representative 
sample of 1,000 adults, with a sampling error of about plus or minus 3.2 percentage 
points...The data comes as similar results have been found by other surveys in recent 
years.  
 
Last September, the Cultural Research Center revealed survey data compiled in January 
2020 that showed that 2% of millenials hold a biblical worldview even though 61% identify 
as Christian.  
 



In 2017, a survey from the American Culture and Faith Institute found that about 10% of 
Americans hold a distinctly biblical worldview even though 46% claimed to lead a Christian 
life.  
 
These numbers explain a lot about what we see going on in the culture right now. 
Christians who actually believe in the traditional tenets of Christianity are an ever-
shrinking minority, and that trend looks to be significantly accelerating. 
 
Originally published at The Bridgehead - reposted with permission. 

 

43% of Millennials “Don’t Know, Care, or Believe God Exists” 

by Ken Ham on June 3, 2021 
Featured in Ken Ham 

 

A massive generational change has occurred in America, and we’re feeling the effects of this upheaval. I’ve 

been warning that this is coming for decades, and it’s certainly here (and with no sign it’s slowing down!). 

What do I mean? Well, consider the results of the American Worldview Inventory 2021, a survey conducted by 

the Cultural Research Center at Arizona Christian University—it perfectly highlights this sad generational shift. 

Belief in God Just Gets a Shrug 

All of these beliefs are in sharp contrast to those held by previous generations. 

According to this new survey, a shocking 43% of American Millennials (identified in this survey as those born 

between 1984–2002) “don’t know, care, or believe God exists.” Less than half (48%) hold to the “Golden Rule” of 

“treat others as you want them to treat you,” while nearly 4 in 10 (38%) give the green light to revenge, saying “you 

try to get even with people who have wronged you.” Many Millennials believe “an abortion performed to reduce 
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personal economic or emotional discomfort” and “premarital sex with someone expected to be their future spouse” 

are “morally acceptable.” All of these beliefs are in sharp contrast to those held by previous generations. 
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Syncretism and Moral Therapeutic Deism—the Way of the Young Folks 

So, what is the dominant worldview of the younger generations? Dr. George Barna, the respected researcher behind 

this new survey, says the dominant worldview of our day is syncretism (i.e., a blend of a variety of religions and 

beliefs), leaning heavily on the worldview of Moral Therapeutic Deism. What is MTD? Well, it can be 

summarized with these key beliefs: 

• God remains distant from people’s lives. 

• People are supposed to be good to each other (i.e., moral). 

• The universal purpose of life is being happy and feeling good about oneself. 

• There are no absolute moral truths. 

• God allows “good people” into heaven. 

• God places very limited demands on people. 

That certainly sounds like what the majority of people in the US believe today (particularly the younger generations). 

As the study mentioned above found, 

Millennials are “far more likely” than other generations to: 

• Define success in life as happiness, personal freedom, or productivity without oppression 

• Consider an abortion performed to reduce personal economic or emotional discomfort to be morally acceptable 

• Consider premarital sex with someone expected to be their future spouse to be morally acceptable 

• Deem reincarnation a real possibility 
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• Be liberal regarding fiscal and social policies 

• Champion liberal theology 

• Be among the “Don’ts”—people who either do not know if God exists, do not believe that He exists, or do not care if 

He exists 

It’s all about being “happy” and feeling good—there’s no room for sin, God’s wrath, biblical justice, absolutes, 

personal responsibility, self-sacrifice, tolerance for others (love for enemies), or uncompromising biblical truth in a 

worldview that’s all about me, what I think, and what makes me feel good in the here and now. 

A Religion of Sand 

Such a worldview may borrow morality, or other truths like the existence of God, from the Bible, but it is distinctly 

un-Christian. 

In other words, as I’ve said many times before, these younger generations aren’t irreligious or neutral about 

worldviews. They have a religion—it’s a religion of their own making as they act as their own gods. It’s man’s word 

as the authority. It’s secularism, where man is the authority and decides truth. Such a worldview may borrow 

morality, or other truths like the existence of God, from the Bible, but it is distinctly un-Christian. It’s based on the 

sand of man’s opinion, grabbing elements from a variety of different “religious traditions,” not on the unchanging 

rock of God’s Word. 

This worldview is radically changing the West because ideas have consequences. And ideas based in sinful, fallible 

man’s opinions will have deadly consequences. History bears that out and modern generations won’t be an 

exception. 

What Should We Do? 

So, what’s the church to do in light of the seismic shift in the culture? Well, what the true church has always done 

throughout history: believe and obey God’s Word, preach the gospel, and refuse to water down truth to 

accommodate a dark world that hates the light of Christ. How can we do that? Well, it starts with each 



individual Christian committing to knowing, believing, defending, and proclaiming God’s Word. And then teaching 

others to do the same. We must: 

• Contend for the faith. The faith was once for all delivered to the saints, as Jude reminds us (Jude 1:3). There isn’t 

a different “progressive” faith, syncretized from a bunch of religions and our personal experiences, for the 21st 

Century. We aren’t somehow more enlightened than past Christians. We need the Word of God—the only infallible 

revelation from God—to build a proper worldview and know the truth that sets us free. Those who know and love 

Christ and his Word must earnestly contend for the faith amidst false teachers and an apathetic culture that lazily 

accepts their own ideas as truth rather than doing the hard work of rightly dividing the Word of truth. 

• Always be ready to give an answer (1 Peter 3:15). Our culture asks hard questions about the truth of God’s 

Word, the reality of the gospel message, and the authority of the Scriptures. We must be ready with answers for the 

precious hope we have in Christ alone. We must demolish arguments that set themselves up against the knowledge 

of God (2 Corinthians 10:5). Really, this means we must be equipped with apologetics. And the first line of defense 

for our faith is knowledge of the Word of God. Read your Bible. Read it to your kids as a family. Nothing can 

replace time in—and with—the Word of God. It alone is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword 

(Hebrews 4:12). And as you read and study the Word, accompany your study with good apologetics resources (such 

as those we offer at Answers in Genesis). Make sure your children and grandchildren are reading God’s Word and 

solid apologetics resources. 

• Thoroughly understand the gospel message. Many “Christians” today have a gospel of self-help, prosperity, or 

vague morality. The Jesus of their own making is there to help them, make them feel good, or give them the moral 

high ground over others. That is not the biblical gospel—and it doesn’t save! The biblical gospel is so much better, 

deeper, and richer. The biblical gospel is that Jesus came to save sinners (Matthew 1:21; 1 Timothy 1:15). He didn’t 

come to end oppression, poverty, or injustice (though he will do all that in his second coming); as the Gospels and 

the rest of the New Testament make clear, he came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). He came to die as a 

ransom for our sin (1 John 2:2)—a substitute in the place of sinners (and all of us are sinners, Romans 3:23). Then he 

rose from the grave, triumphing over death and sin. He now freely offers forgiveness and new life for eternity to all 

who will recognize their need of him, turn from their sin, and trust alone in Christ for salvation. With so many false 

gospels and cheap versions of Christianity out there, it’s essential we have a deep, well-grounded knowledge of the 

biblical gospel message. 
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Remain Steadfast 

It’s the Word of God that anchors us to truth, no matter the generation or what’s currently rocking this broken world. 

Let us remain steadfast, holding to Christ and his Word, and boldly sharing the gospel and biblical truth with a world 

that desperately needs to let go of its false ideologies and turn to the only true foundation that will last the test of 

time: the very Word of God. 

Get More Answers on Answers News 

This item was discussed yesterday on Answers News with cohosts Bryan Osborne, Bodie Hodge, and Roger 

Patterson. Answers News is our twice-weekly news program filmed live before a studio audience here at the Creation 

Museum and broadcast on my Facebook page and the Answers in Genesis Facebook page. We also covered the 

following topics: 

• “Missing link” of human languages found? 

• Canada has euthanized 24,000 people 

• Another evolutionary conundrum solved? 

• And more! 
Watch the entire episode of Answers News for June 2, 2021. 

Be sure to join us each Monday and Wednesday at 2 p.m. for Answers News. You won’t want to miss this unique 

news program that gives science and culture news from a distinctly biblical and Christian perspective. 

Thanks for stopping by and thanks for praying, 

Ken 

This item was written with the assistance of AiG’s research team. 
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