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Introduction: Disciples progress more during trials than during triumphs. 

why? Because God has lovingly designed trials to victoriously increase our faith…and 

faith is the root of all disciple’s growth. 

 

The scriptures tell us that the just shall live by faith…Romans 1:16-17. 

 

This is a foundational principle for our lives as believers.  

We cannot please God without faith…Hebrews 11:6. 

 

 In fact, whatever is not of faith is sin. Romans 14:23 

 

That means that God values growing our faith in Him! 

 How does He do this?  

  He puts us through trials. 

 

Therefore: Trials should be expected for the believer, not avoided, but not welcomed 

either… 
The KJV translates Strong's G2347 in the following 

manner: tribulation (21x), affliction (17x), trouble (3x), anguish (1x), persecution (1x), burdened (1x), t

o be afflicted (with G1519) (1x). 

a pressing, pressing together, pressure, metaph. oppression, affliction, tribulation, 
distress, straits. 
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Now, many say today that they struggle with this question: why is there so much 

suffering in the world, if there is a loving God? 

It is completely logical that God who desires us to love Him freely, has to allow us to 

reject Him completely. When people reject God…all suffering begins. 

 

But God who is rich in mercy will not allow suffering to go on without purposing it for 

our good. Romans 8:28 

 

So, God allows or directs all trials to come into our lives to provide miraculous growth 

in faith in Him! 

Let’s stand and read and pray for the Lord to grow us in Him through all the trials we 

will face. 

 

How does He accomplish this miraculous growth? 

First of all, He… 

I. Faith justifies us. v. 1 

a. No more war against God, now war for God. Ephesians 4:14-18 

i. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has 

broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His 

flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the 

two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to 

God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the 

enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off 



and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have 

access by one Spirit to the Father. 

Then He makes sure we have access to him at all times. Philippians 4:7-9 

II. Faith grants us V.I.P. access. v. 2. 

a. Access stands, the password is Jesus. Ephesians 3:12-13 

i. in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith 

in Him. 13 Therefore I ask that you do not lose heart at my tribulations 

for you, which is your glory.  

After He has taken all condemnation away from us, Romans 8:1, and given us 

unlimited access to His throne of merch to find mercy and grace to help us in our 

time of need…then He ensures trials will produce joy! 

III. Faith rejoices in trials. v. 3-5, James 1:2-4  

 
a. Because they produce! 

i. Perseverance. Remain under. 

ii. Character. Proven through tough times. 

iii. Hope. Confident expectation of future reality. 

b. Because they prevent disappointments from becoming discouraging! 

i. How? Because we will finally understand how He loves us, and how 

much He loves us! 

Conclusion: Sometimes we have to go through everything to know that nothing 

can separate us from His love! Romans 8:31-39 

1. Through the Holy Spirit, that was given and will not be taken 

away. 

 

 

Trials, problems and tragedies come to all Christians. They come because of personal sin, they come 
because of the sins of others, they come because of the schemes of the devil, and they come 
because God has allowed them for our growth. In my book Faith in the Night Seasons we covered 
some other basic reasons why God allows trials. 

1. To strengthen our faith and trust in Him (1 Peter 5:10) 
2. To produce all the fruit of the Spirit (Hebrews 10:36; James 1:3; Psalm 30:5) 
3. To silence the enemy (Job 1:9-12; 2:3-7;) 
4. To glorify Himself through us (John 9:1-3; 11:1-4) 
5. To conform us more into His image (Philippians 3:10) 
6. To enlarge our ministry (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 
7. So that we might see, and then deal with, our sin (1 Peter 2:20; Hebrews 12;5-9) 
8. And, finally, to search our hearts to see if we really love Him (as in Genesis 22) 



 

BENEFITS OF BEING JUSTIFIED THROUGH FAITH DAVID GUZIK 

“In the whole Bible there is hardly another chapter which can equal this triumphant text.” (Martin 

Luther) 

A. The benefits of believing. 

1. (Rom 5:1-2) Peace and a standing of grace. 

Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 

a. Therefore, having been justified by faith: To this point in the Book of Romans, Paul has 

convinced us all that the only way of salvation is to be justified by grace through faith. Now 

he will tell us what the practical benefits of this are, explaining that it is more than an 

interesting idea. 

i. Justified by faith speaks of a legal decree. Romans 1:18-3:20 found us guilty before 

the court of God’s law, God’s glory, and our conscience. Then Paul explained how 

because of what Jesus did, the righteousness of God is given to all who believe. The 

guilty sentence is transformed into a sentence of justified, and justified by faith. 

b. Peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: This is the first benefit. Because the 

price is paid in full by the work of Jesus on the cross, God’s justice towards us is eternally 

satisfied. 

i. This is not the peace of God spoken of in other places (such as Philippians 4:7). This 

is peace with God; the battle between God and our self is finished – and He won, 

winning us. Some never knew they were out of peace with God, but they were like 

drivers ignoring the red lights of a police car in their rear-view mirror – they are in trouble 

even if they don’t know it, and it will soon catch up to them. 

ii. This peace can only come through our Lord Jesus Christ. He and His work is our 

entire ground for peace. In fact, Jesus is our peace (Ephesians 2:14). 

iii. Remember that the Bible doesn’t say we have peace with the devil, peace with the 

world, peace with the flesh, or peace with sin. Life is still a battle for the Christian but it is 

no longer a battle against God – it is fighting for Him. Some Christians are tempted to 

believe the battle against God was almost a better place to be, and that is a dangerous 

and damnable lie. 

iv. “I am delighted to find that sin stings you, and that you hate it. The more hatred of sin 

the better. A sin-hating soul is a God-loving soul. If sin never distresses you, then God 

has never favored you.” (Charles Spurgeon) 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/5/1-2/s_1051001
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/1/18-32/s_1047018
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/philippians/4/7/s_1107007
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c. Into this grace in which we stand: This is the second benefit – we have 

a standing in grace – in God’s unmerited favor. This grace is given through Jesus and 

gained by faith. 

i. Grace (God’s undeserved favor towards us) is not only the way salvation comes to us, 

it is also a description of our present standing before God. It is not only 

the beginning principle of the Christian life, it is also the continuing principle of the 

Christian life. “We stand translates a perfect tense, used in this sense of the present, and 

with the thought of a continuing attitude.” (Morris) 

ii. Many Christians begin in grace, but then think they must go on to perfection and 

maturity by dealing with God on the principle of law – on the ideas of earning and 

deserving. Paul spoke against this very point in Galatians 3:2-3 and Galatians 5:1-4. 

iii. A standing in grace reassures us: God’s present attitude towards the believer in Christ 

Jesus is one of favor, seeing them in terms of joy, beauty, and pleasure. He doesn’t just 

love us; He likes us because we are in Jesus. 

iv. Standing in grace means that: 

· I don’t have to prove I am worthy of God’s love 

· God is my friend 

· The door of access is permanently open to Him 

· I am free from the “score sheet” – the account is settled in Jesus 

· I spend more time praising God and less time hating myself 

v. “The former rebels are not merely forgiven by having their due punishment remitted; 

they are brought into a place of high favour with God – this grace in which we stand.” 

(Bruce) 

vi. The Proper Attitude of Man under Grace (William Newell) 

· To believe, and consent to be loved while unworthy, is the great secret 

· To refuse to make “resolutions” and “vows”; for that is to trust in the flesh 

· To expect to be blessed, though realizing more and more lack of worth 

· To testify of God’s goodness, at all times 

· To be certain of God’s future favor; yet to be ever more tender in conscience toward Him 

· To rely on God’s chastening hand as a mark of His kindness 

· A man under grace, if like Paul, has no burdens regarding himself; but many about others 

d. Through whom also we have access by faith: Our access into this standing of grace is 

only by faith, and through Jesus; we cannot work ourselves into this standing. 

The access isn’t just into a standing of grace, but into the very courts of heaven. This is a 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/galatians/3/2-3/s_1094002
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/galatians/5/1-4/s_1096001


blessing beyond peace with God. “One may be reconciled to his prince, and yet not to be 

brought into his presence.” (Poole) 

i. Leon Morris on access: “The idea is that of introduction to the presence-chamber of a 

monarch. The rendering access is inadequate, as it leaves out of sight the fact that we 

do not come in our own strength, but need an ‘introducer’ – Christ.” 

ii. Wuest quotes Thayer regarding access: “That friendly relation with God whereby we 

are acceptable to Him and have assurance that He is favorably disposed towards us.” 

e. We have access: The perfect verb tense of have access also indicates that this is a 

standing, permanent possession. Because our standing is based on grace, we really 

can stand and have peace, because we know that our access is a permanent possession. It 

cannot be taken away at a later time. 

i. “And this access to God, or introduction to the Divine presence, is to be considered a 

lasting privilege. We are not brought to God for the purpose of an interview, but 

to remain with him; to be his household; and by faith, to behold his face, and walk in the 

light of his countenance.” (Clarke) 

f. Rejoice in hope of the glory of God: This is the logical conclusion to such peace and 

such a standing of grace. When we relate to God on the principle of works, any rejoicing is 

presumptuous and any imagined glory goes to us, not God. 

i. Rejoice is the word normally translated boast. It means “a triumphant, rejoicing 

confidence.” (Morris) 

ii. Hope never implied uncertainty for Paul. J.B. Philipps translates hope as happy 

certainty. 

g. Justified by faith: Again, all this only makes sense having been justified by faith. If we 

are not justified by grace through faith, then we have no peace with God, and we have no 

present standing of grace. 

i. “Alas, how few believers have the courage of faith! When some saint here or there 

does begin to believe the facts and walk in shouting liberty, we say (perhaps secretly), 

‘He must be an especially holy, consecrated man.’ No, he is just a poor sinner like you, 

who is believing in the abundance of grace!” (Newell) 

2. (Rom 5:3-4) The promise of glory is also for the present time. 

And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 

perseverance; and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

a. And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations: Paul anticipates the accusation 

that he is too “pie in the sky,” that glory for the Christian applies only to the sweet bye-and-

bye. Paul replies, “I know we have many tribulations now but we glory in those also.” 

i. Paul isn’t spinning out spiritual platitudes. First, he uses strong words. Tribulations is 

“a strong term. It does not refer to minor inconveniences, but to real hardships” (Morris). 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/5/3-4/s_1051003


Second, Paul lived a life full of tribulation. Paul knew the truth of this better than most 

anyone. 

b. Knowing that tribulation produces perseverance: We can glory in 

tribulations (literally, stresses) because they are the occasion to 

produce perseverance (endurance). 

i. A runner must be stressed to gain endurance. Sailors must go to sea. Soldiers go to 

battle. For the Christian, tribulation is just part of our Christian life. We should not desire 

or hope for a tribulation-free Christian life, especially because: 

· God uses tribulation wonderfully in our life 

· God knows how much tribulation we can take, and He carefully measures the tribulation we 

face 

· Those who are not Christians face tribulation also 

ii. “A Christian man should be willing to be tried; he should be pleased to let his religion 

be put to the test. ‘There,’ says he, ‘hammer away if you like.’ Do you want to be carried 

to heaven on a feather bed?” (Spurgeon) 

iii. “I’ve heard people advise others against praying for patience because God will then 

send them tribulations. If that’s the way patience comes then, ‘God, bring on the 

troubles.’ I need patience!” (Smith) 

iv. “Whatever virtues tribulation finds us in, it develops more fully. If anyone is carnal, 

weak, blind, wicked, irascible, haughty, and so forth, tribulation will make him more 

carnal, weak, blind, wicked and irritable. On the other hand, if one is spiritual, strong, 

wise, pious, gentle and humble, he will become more spiritual, powerful, wise, pious, 

gentle and humble.” (Martin Luther) 

v. ” ‘Tribulation worketh patience,’ says the apostle. Naturally it is not so. Tribulation 

worketh impatience, and impatience misses the fruit of experience, and sours into 

hopelessness. Ask many who have buried a dear child, or have lost their wealth, or have 

suffered pain of body, and they will tell you that the natural result of affliction is to 

produce irritation against providence, rebellion against God, questioning, unbelief, 

petulance, and! all sorts of evils. But what a wonderful alteration takes place when the 

heart is renewed by the Holy Spirit!” (Spurgeon) 

c. Perseverance, character; and character, hope: This is a golden chain of Christian 

growth and maturity. One virtue builds upon another as we grow in the pattern of Jesus. 



i. Most every Christian wants to develop character and have more hope. These 

qualities spring out of perseverance, which comes through tribulation. We may wish to 

have better character and more hope without starting with tribulation, but that isn’t 

God’s pattern and plan. 

ii. I would rather have God just sprinkle perseverance and character and hope on me 

as I sleep. I could wake up a much better Christian! But that isn’t God’s plan for me or for 

any Christian. 

iii. Therefore we say – soberly, reverently – we say about tribulation, “Lord, bring it on. I 

know you love me and carefully measure every trial and have a loving purpose to 

accomplish in every tribulation. Lord, I won’t seek trials and search out tribulation, but I 

won’t despise them or lose hope when they come. I trust Your love in everything You 

allow.” 

3. (Rom 5:5) Evidence for hope: God’s love in our hearts right now, evidenced by the presence of 

the Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts 

by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

a. Now hope does not disappoint: The hope that tribulation builds in us is not a hope that 

will be disappointed. We are assured of this because God has proved His intention to 

complete His work in us – the proof being the love of God... poured out in our hearts by 

the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

b. The love of God... poured out in our hearts: Every Christian should have some 

experience of this, to have a deep inner awareness of God’s love for us. 

i. The Apostle Paul’s logical arguments in Romans are devastating but the Book of 

Romans doesn’t lack emotion or passionate experiences with God. Paul wants us to 

think the right thoughts about God, but he also wants us to have the right experience 

with God – the love of God... poured out in our hearts. 

ii. God’s love isn’t given to us in a trickle, it is poured out in our hearts. Some 

Christians live as if it was only a trickle but God wants us to know the outpouring of His 

love. 

c. The Holy Spirit who was given to us: This is how God’s love is communicated – through 

the Holy Spirit. A lack of awareness of God’s love can often be credited to a failure to be 

constantly filled with the Holy Spirit and to walk in the Spirit. 

i. “The love of God is like light to a blind eye until the Holy Ghost opens that eye... may 

the Holy Spirit now be here in each one of us, to shed abroad the love of God in our 

hearts.” (Spurgeon) 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/5/5/s_1051005


ii. Everyone who is a Christian has the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9). But not every Christian 

lives in the fullness of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 5:18), and not every Christian walks in 

the Spirit (Romans 8:4-5). 

 

 
Home > Nan's Corner > Way Of Agape > What Is God's Love, Really? 

Over the last few months, I've been sharing how God saved our marriage twenty years ago by His supernatural 
Love. I made the statement that had we not found God's Way of Agape, we would not be together today. 

I really mean it! God's Love not only salvaged and restored our marriage, it has turned it around to where it is now a 
hundred times better, sweeter and more passionate than it ever was, even when we were first married. Now, that's 
quite a statement when you realize how long we have been married-41 years this past month! Talk about hope for 
marriages, hope for relationships and hope for families; God's Love is the answer! Agape is the answer. (Agape is 
the Greek word for God's Love.) 

"Okay," you say, "So what's the big deal about God's Love? How is Agape Love any different from natural, human 
love? And, why on earth is this Agape Love so important?" 

What is God's Love? 

Well, the Bible tells us that Agape is a Person. 1 John 4:7-8 says, "Beloved, let us love one another; for Love is of 
God, and everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is 
Love (Agape)." 

This is what makes Christianity so totally different from all the other religions in the world. Christianity is the only 
religion where God Himself (who is Love) comes to dwell within each of our hearts. There's a precious story that 
exemplifies this: Art Katz, a brilliant Jewish philosopher, was a teacher at the University of California at Berkeley. 
After years of seeking truth, he decided to travel around the world in search of the real God. As he traveled, he took 
time to painstakingly explore all the religions that he encountered. 

One day, while riding a train to Frankfurt, Germany, Art happened to sit next to a young Christian girl who had only a 
few days previously become a believer. They began to talk about God. A few minutes into the conversation, the 
erudite Art sarcastically turned to the girl and asked, "What makes you think your Jesus is any different from all the 
other religions of the world?" The young girl paused a moment and then lovingly looked Art straight in the eye and 
said, "Because Jesus is God. He is Love and He lives in my heart." 

Well, this was not at all the response that Art had expected. In fact, it caught him totally off guard. He never saw that 
sweet girl again, but for months he could not get her simple answer out of his head. Over and over those words 
echoed in his mind, "Because Jesus is God and He lives in my heart." Whoever heard of a religion like that, Art 
thought. 

Finally, at the end of his trip, Art found himself in Jerusalem, Israel, his homeland. He befriended a man there that 
secretly was a Messianic Jew (a Jew who has found Jesus to be the true Messiah). After a series of lengthy 
conversations with his friend and some "God-orchestrated" circumstances, Art finally found what he was looking for. 
And the God of the universe, who is Agape Love (just as that young Christian girl on the train had said) came to 
dwell at the core of his being. 

Ephesians 3:17-19 tells us, "That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; [so] that ye...may know the Love of God 
which passeth knowledge..." 

God's Love is a supernatural Love that is poured into our hearts the moment we invite Jesus into our lives. It's God 
Himself who comes into our hearts at that moment, and He is that Love! 

https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/8/9/s_1054009
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/ephesians/5/18/s_1102018
https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/romans/8/4-5/s_1054004
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One of the reasons so many of us have had problems finding real Love is that we have been looking in all the wrong 
places for it. Rather than looking to the Author of real Love, we have been looking horizontally to our spouses, our 
families, our friends and our relatives to meet our need for love. And, they simply are not able to do so. 

Real Love is a Person 

God's Love can't be found in a church building, or in a religion or in different philosophies, real Love can only be 
found in a Person. Jesus Christ is the embodiment of real Love from the Father to us. His Love is a Love that not 
only elects whom it will love, but also initiates and maintains that love relationship. It's a Love that focuses all of its 
intentions and abilities on the one being loved-by putting their will and their desires above its own. 

It's difficult for us to even fathom a Love like this, let alone produce it in our own strength. And the reason is, this 
kind of Love is supernatural. It originates in the heart of God and just keeps on coming no matter what the one being 
loved does or doesn't do. This kind of Love never stops flowing. In other words, there are no conditions or 
stipulations which would cause real Love to cease. 

A precious example: In the mid 1930s, a dear, sweet German (Protestant) pastor was abducted from his church. He 
was suspected of harboring, abetting and aiding Jews. He was immediately taken to prison and put in a five-foot 
cell. There was no hearing, no trial-not even time to let his family know what had happened to him. For weeks, this 
gentle pastor asked the prison guard outside of his cell door if he could use the pay phone at the end of the hall to 
call his wife and family and, at least, let them know he was alive. The guard, however, was a contemptible man who 
hated anyone and everyone that had to do with Jewry. He not only wouldn't let the pastor use the phone, he 
determined in his heart to make this man's life as miserable as possible. 

The despicable guard purposefully skipped the pastor's cell when meals were handed out; he made the pastor go 
weeks without a shower; he kept lights burning in the pastor's room so he couldn't sleep; he blasted his short wave 
radio hoping the intolerable noise would finally break the pastor; he used filthy language; he pushed him; he shoved 
him; and, when he could, he arranged for the pastor to have the most difficult job in the labor gang. 

The pastor, on the other hand, prayed continually not to let hate consume him. He prayed instead to be able to love 
this guard with God's Love. As the months went by, whenever he could, the pastor would smile at the guard; he 
would thank him when his meals did come; when the guard was near his cell, the pastor would tell him about his 
own wife and his own children; he even questioned the guard about his family and about his goals, ideas and 
visions; and, one time, for a quick moment, he had a chance to tell the guard about Agape Love. The guard never 
answered a word, but obviously, he heard it all. 

After months and months of unconditionally loving this sadistic guard, God's Love finally broke through. One night, 
as the pastor was again quietly talking, the guard cracked a smile for the first time; the next day, instead of the 
pastor's cell being skipped for lunch, the pastor got two meals; the following evening, he was allowed, not only to go 
to the showers, but to stay as long as he wanted; the lights began going off at night in his cell and the radio noise 
ceased. Finally, one afternoon, the guard came into the pastor's cell, asked him for his home phone number, and 
the guard personally made the "long awaited" call to the pastor's family. 

A few months later the pastor was released. 

It's a "Gift of Love" 

C.S. Lewis calls this kind of Love a "gift of Love." God's Love is a gift because there are "no strings attached" to it. 
There are no conditions to fill-nothing to earn, nothing to do and nothing to be. Agape Love just loves 
unconditionally, spontaneously and continually. 

Another beautiful example: Many years ago, there was a nine-year-old girl flying with her parents from England to 
the United States to have a kidney transplant. The child's condition was very precarious, so the operation was 
essential. The cost of the procedure was going to be $30,000. The parents had done all they could in Britain to raise 
the huge sum of money. However, they had only managed to raise $7,000, far short of the total needed. But they 
made the trip anyway, hoping for some sort of miracle. 



And, they certainly found one! 

When some of the passengers aboard that jetliner heard about the little girl's plight, they spread the word. People all 
over that plane began to personally involve themselves in this little girl's life. Unconditionally they began to give of 
themselves. Some men gave their expensive gold watches and whatever cash they had. One man wrote a check for 
$10,000. Ladies gave their fur coats, their jewelry and any other valuables they had. 

The precious people aboard that 747 jetliner raised an amazing $23,000 towards the little girl's operation. That, plus 
the $7,000 that the family had raised on their own, made the exact amount needed. 

The beautiful thing about this story is that the little girl's nationality, her religion or her social status had nothing at all 
to do with the decision those people made on that plane to love her unconditionally. They just gave of themselves-all 
they had to give-"with no strings attached." 

When I think of this story, I think of God's Love, because Agape does the exact same thing. It's an unconditional 
giving of oneself for another with no strings attached. 

A Gift with "No Strings Attached" 

Agape is a one-sided Love because it doesn't have to be returned in order to be kept alive. In other words, it's not, "I 
will love you, if you love me." It's, "I will love you, no matter what." This kind of Love not only frees the one loving 
from expectations and presumptions, but it also frees the one being loved to respond from his heart and not his 
defences. In other words, Agape is a Love that truly lets us be who we really are. 

God's Love is a gift that gives itself to the poor and the rich, to the needy and the full, to the ugly and the beautiful, to 
the maimed and the whole. In other words, it gives itself to everyone, not just those who seek and embrace it. 

The whole Bible is summed up in this one word, Agape-God's Love. The Bible defines it like this: Love (Agape) is 
patient and kind, never jealous, envious, boastful or proud, never selfish or rude. Love doesn't demand its own way. 
Love is not irritable or touchy. Love doesn't hold grudges and will never even notice when others do it wrong. Love 
is never glad about injustice, but rejoices when truth wins out. If you love someone with real Love, you will be loyal 
to him no matter what the cost. You will always believe in him, always expect the best of him and always defend 
him. (A paraphrase of 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.) 

God's Love is a gift "with no strings attached" from the Person who created us, who loves us and who desires for us 
to have abundant life. And, you know what? That Love already has our name on it. "...I have inscribed you upon the 
palms of My hands," says Isaiah 49:16. That Love is free for the asking. All we must do is reach up and grab hold of 
it. God will do the rest. 

Tough Love 

Something else that is very special about Agape Love is that it has two distinct sides to it. One side is a long-
suffering and merciful Love; the other side is a strict, firm, and disciplinary Love. 

Therefore, God's Love can manifest itself either mercifully in our lives when appropriate, or it can manifest itself in 
strictness and firmness when the occasion demands. So, in those particular situations where "tough love" is needed, 
God will show us exactly what guidelines to use and what restrictions to put up. In other words, God will not only 
give us the Love we need, He will also give us the wisdom to know how to love "wisely." 

Natural, Human Love 

God's Love, therefore, is not a human love, but, in fact, is completely opposite. Our natural, human love (the love we 
were born with) will always be a conditional love that is dependent upon three things: how we feel; what our 
circumstances are; and how that other person responds to us. In other words, natural love will always seek the good 
of itself and not the other person and will always be based upon certain reciprocal expectations, "I'll love you, if you'll 



love me. But, if you stop loving me, I will stop loving you." This is why C.S Lewis calls natural, human love, a "need 
love." In other words, we need something from the one we love. 

Now, there are three different types of human love: Our natural, emotional love, our natural, sexual love and, our 
natural, friendship love. The one thing that all three of these human, need loves have in common, is that they force 
the one loving to look horizontally (to the person being loved) to meet his own need for love. And therein lies the 
problem. There is no way that any of us can ever completely satisfy one another's built-in need for love. Our deep 
need for love can only be fulfilled by looking vertically to the Person who created us in the first place. 

Thus, natural, human love (by itself) will always let us down and will always continue to fail us. It's important, 
however, that we don't completely negate all the natural loves, because they can be beautiful and they can be 
fulfilling, but only if they are built upon Agape as the foundation or the glue that holds everything together. 

So, God's Love and natural love are not the same at all. They are totally opposite and it's vitally important that we 
understand these differences because confusion in this area is one of the reasons why so many of us are having 
problems in our marriages and our relationships. 

Why Is God's Love so Important? 

Receiving and passing on the gift of Love is the whole meaning and purpose of our lives. It's essential! We were not 
created simply to be happy and contented within ourselves, we were designed to be open and cleansed vessels, not 
only receiving God's Love for ourselves, but also passing it on to others. Without learning "how" to do this, our lives 
will always be empty and meaningless, no matter what we do or how we try to fill them. 

As 1 Corinthians 13:2 says, "[If] I have not God's Love, I am nothing." 

As an example: Many years ago, there was a newspaper article that told the story of a very famous and wealthy 
industrialist. Throughout his whole life, this man thought love and love relationships were a nuisance and just "in the 
way" of what was really important-success and financial independence. Thus, he set out to make a name for 
himself, to amass a fortune and to achieve the power and recognition that comes with these things. And, He did all 
three. 

But in the process of spending his life on his own goals and his own ambitions, he missed the real meaning and 
purpose of his life, which is to love and be loved. In the end, when this millionaire was too old and too feeble to work 
any longer, he sat night after night, alone and lonely, in his huge, empty mansion, filled with priceless-and yet 
worthless-possessions. His name was Howard Hughes. 

God made us and only He knows what it will take to satisfy our needs. Therefore, if we don't learn to love and be 
loved in the way we were created to from the very beginning, we really will have wasted our lives, no matter how 
much success and financial independence we have! 

The three natural, human loves are loves that we need from each other in order to get along in this world. But God's 
Love is a Love that we desperately must have in order to survive at all. Agape is the only Love that can make us 
whole, meet our needs and give our lives the meaning and purpose that we are all seeking. In other words, it's the 
"glue" that ties everything together and makes everything possible. Without it, truly we are nothing! 

Do you personally know this kind of Love in your life? 
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Over the last few months weve started a new series of articles called the ''fruit of longsuffering'' - the 
choice to hang on tighter, trust the Lord further and never give up. I am absolutely amazed because I 
have received more heartfelt responses from this series than any other I have written. It seems 
learning this particular Biblical ''fruit'' is where many of us are living at the present. So, lets continue 
our exploration of this very important subject. 

Trials, problems and tragedies come to all Christians. They come because of personal sin, they come 
because of the sins of others, they come because of the schemes of the devil, and they come 
because God has allowed them for our growth. In my book Faith in the Night Seasons we covered 
some other basic reasons why God allows trials. 

1. To strengthen our faith and trust in Him (1 Peter 5:10) 
2. To produce all the fruit of the Spirit (Hebrews 10:36; James 1:3; Psalm 30:5) 
3. To silence the enemy (Job 1:9-12; 2:3-7;) 
4. To glorify Himself through us (John 9:1-3; 11:1-4) 
5. To conform us more into His image (Philippians 3:10) 
6. To enlarge our ministry (2 Corinthians 1:3-7) 
7. So that we might see, and then deal with, our sin (1 Peter 2:20; Hebrews 12;5-9) 
8. And, finally, to search our hearts to see if we really love Him (as in Genesis 22) 

Judges 2:20-23 is a perfect example of this last point. In this chapter God tests the Israelites 
by not driving out their enemy and, instead, letting them win. How many of us have experienced a 
similar time when God doesnt seem to answer our prayers, but actually allows the opposite to occur! 
This Scripture tells us that He does so simply to know our hearts and to see if we love Him. 

A precious, single Christian woman I know just recently experienced this very thing. She moved away 
from her home, her job and her family because of a very painful experience. She was convinced that 
God had told her to move and that He would bless her in the new situation. 

But, unfortunately, once she settled in her new city, got a great job and a wonderful apartment, all hell 
broke loose. Her friends betrayed her, her job evaporated, a relationship she prayed would work out 
disintegrated; and now shes wondering if she ever heard God at all. 

The Lord is obviously very concerned with our comfort, our security and our future, but I believe He is 
more concerned with how those circumstances are going to affect us internally. In other words, will 
they bring about a changed heart and a transformed life? In the long run, will they draw us closer to 
Him? And will they cause us to love others more? 

As someone said to me recently, ''God is more interested with the sanctification process in us than 
He is with the success or the attainment that we are after.'' 

Remember, Gods ways are opposite to the worlds ways. And they are opposite to our own ways. 
Now thats not exactly what we want to hear, but I do believe its the truth. The Lord is not as 
interested in the ''outward'' man as He is with our heart, our true motives and our real intents. This is 
what He wants exposed. Not for His benefit, for He already knows the truth, but for our benefit. He 
wants us to see our own self-centered thoughts. 

The woman above is slowly beginning to realize all of this as she looks back over the last year of her 
life and sees Gods handiwork. Hindsight is wonderful, isnt it? 
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One of our natural responses in a trial, however, is to blame the enemy for most everything that 
happens. In reality, however, we must acknowledge that not every difficult situation comes from him. 
Please dont misunderstand me, the enemy is always involved when difficult things occur in our lives 
and he rejoices when we get into trouble or when we react poorly to what the Lord has allowed. Our 
negative reactions give him more ammunition and more inroads into our soul. But the enemy, himself, 
is not always the one responsible for sending the trial. God often does that! This is a hard truth to 
hear; but listen to what Isaiah 53:10 has to say, in speaking about Jesus, ''Yet it pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him...[and] put Him to grief.'' 

I believe there are times that God must do the same with us. What the Lord means to use ''for good'' 
in our lives, the enemy, on the other hand is right there trying to use to destroy. 

How We Respond Is Key 

In all of this, the most important thing is ''how we respond.'' Whether we withdraw, advance or simply 
stay where we are, which is really impossible, depends upon our moment-by-moment responses. 
Because this is what will determine our whole spiritual future. If we understand what God wants from 
us and what we are to do, then we can remain peaceful in the eye of the storm and come through the 
circumstances quickly. If, however, we dont understand what God is after and we react poorly to His 
set-up, then well stumble, become confused and only prolong our agony. 

If we respond in doubt or the feeling of just giving up or the determination to ''just do it ourselves,'' we 
will only end up deepening our trouble, quenching our communication with God and walking in the 
flesh. When Gods promise seems to fail and the vision tarry, its not time to grow weary and give up, 
even though thats exactly what we ''feel'' like doing. Its a time to do just the opposite! Its a time to 
hang on tighter, trust the Lord further and never give up! 

We must continually remind ourselves in our crises that its not a time to grow weary and give up, but 
a time to trust the Lord further and never give up. A time to say, ''though He slay me, yet will I trust 
Him.'' (Job 13:15) 

Jesus Is Our Example 

We are told throughout the New Testament to keep our eyes upon Jesus because He is our 
example. He showed us how to think, how to act, how to live and how to respond. The apostle Peter 
validates this in 1 Peter 2:21: ''For even hereunto were ye called, because Christ also suffered for 
us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps.'' Also in 1 Peter 4:1: ''Forasmuch, then, as 
Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same mind [or the same 
attitude].'' 

Jesus is not only our Savior, our Lord and our King, He is also our role model, our standard and our 
example. Jesus defined the Christian life for us. He walked it ''perfectly.'' He showed us how its 
supposed to be done, how its supposed to be walked and how its supposed to be lived. Now, 
obviously, well never be able to emulate Jesus perfectly, but Scripture tells us that we are to set Him 
as our example. We are to learn by His model. In other words, if God used the ''way of suffering'' in 
Jesus life to accomplish His will, then its reasonable to expect that He will use our trials and our 
suffering to accomplish His will in our lives also. 

2 Peter 3:15 teaches that it was only through ''the longsuffering of Jesus'' that we received salvation! 
Take a minute to comprehend what this Scripture is saying. If the Lord arranged for us to be 
saved only through His longsuffering - through His patiently enduring our failures, our blunders and 
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our errors, are we not to do the same for our families, our friends and our loved ones? Perhaps our 
longsuffering towards one other person might eventually bring them salvation - just as Jesus did for 
us. 

Love That Endures 

Matthew 24:12 is a Scripture that I have quoted many, many times over the past 25 years in regards 
to the Way of Agape: ''And because iniquity shall abound, the Love [Agape] of many shall grow 
cold.'' But, take a look at the very next verse in regards to longsuffering or never giving up. It says, 
''he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.'' The word ''endure'' here is hupomeno, 
which means to stay under or to stay behind. Endurance is the agency by which we stay, abide, 
continue in, dwell under or behind. Just as Jesus endured the Cross, we, too, must stay under, 
courageously suffering and enduring all the difficult situations that the Lord allows in our lives. 
Why? So that others may come to know Christ through our patient hope and loving endurance. 

Hupomeno can also mean ''perseverance.'' Perseverance is far more than simple endurance. And, its 
far more than just hanging on. Perseverance means continuing to fight, continuing to act 
and continuing to initiate. I am reminded of Jashobeam, the chief captain of Davids army, who slew 
300 foes at one time with only his spear. (1 Chronicles 11) 

Perseverance is endurance combined with absolute assurance and certainty that what we are looking 
for will happen. Again, its never giving up! 

God uses our trials and our suffering to accomplish His highest will and purposes in our lives. 1 Peter 
5:10 assures us that ''after you have suffered awhile,'' the God of all grace will ''perfect, establish, 
strengthen, and settle you.'' 

* * * 

To be continued next month: What is Gods Will? This article has been excerpted from Nan's new 
book Never Give Up. See here for more details and other products from The King's High Way. 
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