
 
 
 
 
 

ELEMENTARY – Kinder – 6th Grade 
 
Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if we don't give 
up. Galatians 6:9 (NIrV) 

 
ACTIVITY: 

Tower of Determination 
What You Need: Decks of playing cards, “Tower of Determination” cards (Activity Pages) 
 
What You Do: 

● Divide kids into teams of three. 
● Provide each team with a deck of playing cards and a set of “Tower of Determination” 

cards.  
● Remind kids that determination is deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started.  
● Each kid on each team will take turns drawing a “Tower of Determination” card. 
● They must read the situation on their card and respond by saying how they would show 

determination in that situation. 
● Once they have explained how to show determination, they will draw a playing card from 

the deck of cards to hold onto until their group has finished going through all of the 
“Tower of Determination” cards. 

● Once all cards have been drawn and answered, and each kid has several playing cards 
from the deck, encourage them to attempt to build a tower using all the playing cards. 

● They can either try to build the tower based on their own imaginations and creativity, or 
you can guide them using a tablet or smartphone and the website http://bit.ly/39b1P5l 

● Give the teams a few minutes to build their towers. This will be a challenge for them, so 
encourage them to tap into their determination and finish what they start! 

 
What You Say: 
“Now, THAT is an activity that requires some determination! I don’t know what seems more 
challenging: a super messy bedroom or building a tower using a deck of cards. Either way, you 
guys did an awesome job staying determined today. There are challenging things we face each 
and every day that don’t seem as fun as building a tower with our friends. Maybe it’s the same 
kind of thing you read on your cards today or maybe it’s something else. Whatever challenges 
you run into, I want you to remember that God always has a plan and because of that, you can 
[Bottom Line] keep going even when it seems impossible.” 
 
 
DISCUSSION:  

Questions: 

http://bit.ly/39b1P5l


● Jesus gave the disciples a big job, to tell others about Him. The disciples were probably 
intimidated by the enormous calling ahead of them. Can you think of a time you thought, 
“I can never do that!,” and then ended up doing it?  

● What can we do when we are faced with something we think is impossible and we don’t 
even know where to start?  

● We know about Jesus because the disciples showed determination. What are ways we 
can show determination, like the disciples, and let others know about Jesus? Can you 
think of times you have told others about Jesus? (If interest, allow time for kids to share 
examples.) 

● Are there times when talking to others about Jesus seems impossible? Encourage kids 
to give examples.  

 
EXTRA GAME: 
 

Get Your Head in the Game 
 
What You Need: Pencils, tape, string, scissors, Skittles® or M&M’S®, mobile device (optional) 
 
What You Do: 

● Give each kid two pencils and a piece of string.  
● Set out the tape and scissors where everyone can reach them. 
● Instruct kids to tape the pencils together with the erasers at opposite ends. 
● Tell kids to cut two pieces of string, approximately 5-foot long.  
● Instruct kids to tie the string to each end of the pencils.  

o Ideally, you want the knot to land in the middle between the two pencils, which 
will keep the pencils level when you raise them up. 

● Tell kids to set the pencils on the floor and place a piece of candy on the pencils. 
● Instruct kids to stand up and loop the string around each of their ears, front to back. 
● Challenge kids to lift the candy as if it’s on an elevator made of pencils, by gently pulling 

on the string, keeping the pencils level as they raise them.  
o The extra challenge is to be able to eat the candy before it falls off the pencils! 
o If they get the hang of it, challenge kids to see how many pieces of candy kids 

can successfully lift up to their mouth and eat. 
● For a visual, go to: http://bit.ly/37wyNwB or search “candy elevator.”  

 
What You Say: 
(Amend this if your kids weren’t able to successfully eat the candy off the elevator.) “At first this 
seemed a bit impossible but you all showed great determination and it eventually worked for 
most of you! [Transition] Let’s head to Large Group to hear about a challenge Jesus gave 
His disciples that seemed impossible to do.” 
 

http://bit.ly/37wyNwB

