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Operation Education
Liberia, Africa
Become a part of the mission to help
schools and children in Liberia!
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to complete the five checkpoints, one
each day. You will learn about Liberia, the children and schools so you can support the
mission by showing the love of Jesus through your prayers and offerings.

Checkpoint One- All About Liberia
Liberia is a small nation in West Africa. It is about the size of the state of
Pennsylvania and has a population of about 4 million people. Liberia runs
along the Atlantic Ocean near the equator. This means that it is very warm
and humid all year long. Liberia is home to the largest unpolluted forest left
in West Africa. You can find many lizards, snakes, monkeys, and even pygmy
hippos in the forest.

History
The capital of Liberia is MONROVIA. Monrovia is named after US President James Monroe.
Liberia was first founded as a colony by freed slaves from the United States. It became a
nation in 1847 and is recognized as the first African Republic.

People and Culture
There are 16 ethnic tribes located in Liberia as well as the Americo-Liberians descended from
the settlers. Each tribe has its own language or dialect. Most people also speak English. No
matter which tribe they are from boys love to play “football” (soccer) or basketball and girls
enjoy playing kickball. Everyone loves to dance.

Mission Day One-Prayer
Liberia is one of the poorest countries in the world, more than half the population
lives in poverty. Please pray for our missionaries, Gordon, Niki and Mark, Daniel
and Naomi Elliott as they show the love of Jesus through their work with the
pastors, teachers and children in Liberia. Your offering will help them meet the
needs of families in their community.

Checkpoint TwoSchools and Education

LIBERIA

Being able to get a quality education is important for everyone but especially for those children
living in poor countries like Liberia. The things children learn in school stay with them for their
whole lives. It can help them break out of poverty as education opens doors to higher paying
jobs as they grow up and become adults. Christ-centered education is the key to the future of
Liberia.
During the pandemic over two million Liberian school aged children spent 8 months of their
2019-2020 school year at home. You probably spent some time doing school remotely as well
last year. The difference is in Liberia very few families own computers or have access to the
internet so they did not have the ability to do school work remotely. For a time they used
take-home packets to try and do school lessons, but most children simply lost that time for
education.
To make up for the lost learning most Liberian schools are now meeting 6 days a week!

School Buildings

In Liberia, classes are very crowded and students have to share desks.
Teachers write the lessons on chalkboards as most classes do not
have any textbooks. Often the school buildings can be one large room
with thin short dividers between the classes. The floors may be just
dirt and sometimes there aren't even restrooms inside!
PE Classes happen outside in the school yard, there are almost no
playgrounds or gyms.

Mission Day Two-Prayer
Education is very important to the future of Liberia. Please pray that the
children are able to catch up on time missed due to the pandemic and pray
for the buildings to be improved making it easier and safer to learn.
Your offering will help the Liberian Evangelical Mission provide education
to the children in their local communities.

Checkpoint ThreeThe School Feeding Program
What do they eat in Liberia?
A Liberian will say he has not eaten if he has not had rice that day. Rice is a very important
part of the Liberian cuisine. But who wants to eat just PLAIN RICE? Not the children in
Liberia! They love to add a gravy or “soup” over their rice to make it taste delicious. These
soups are usually made from a vegetable, meat or fish, and the essential hot peppers. Some
of their favorite soups are palm butter, potato greens, lentil and eggplant soup. The meat
might be beef, chicken, or “bush meat” from wild animals in the forest. For special occasions
people enjoy eating jollaf rice, rice that is seasoned with special hot spices. Besides rice,
Liberian dishes can also feature a variety of dough-like starches made from cassava flour.
These are also served with the spicy soups.

School Feeding Program
One difference between American and Liberian Schools is that most
Liberian schools do not offer a hot lunch. Some children bring lunch
from home, but many families can barely afford to eat even one
meal a day. Parents leave early for the market, leaving the children
with nothing to eat for breakfast. Do you know how hard it is to
concentrate on your work when you are hungry? Imagine trying to
do your schoolwork with no food all day long!
One in three children in Liberia lack proper nutrition. Fresh milk is very expensive. Most
children eat milk powder to help them get the calcium and vitamins they need to grow strong
because their families can’t afford to feed them milk.
The School Feeding program in the LEM schools, provides the children with a hot nutritious
lunch during school. This is sometimes the best meal they might have all day.

Mission Day Three-Prayer
Please Pray that more children will have the chance to be provided with a
good lunch at school so they can learn better in their classes. Your offering
will help feed school children in Liberia whose families cannot afford to feed
them more than one meal a day.

Checkpoint FourSchool Supplies
In America, teachers have computers that they use in class and they might teach by
putting slides up on a screen, or writing on a whiteboard. In Liberia, computers are very
rare and teachers teach their lessons with notes they write in chalk on a chalkboard. The
children copy all the notes off of a chalkboard because most children cannot afford to
buy textbooks.
Many families cannot afford the basic supplies needed to attend school. Parents must
provide everything for their child to go to school, including pencils, paper and textbooks.
Some students don't have a pencil sharpener, so they use their teeth to sharpen their
pencils.
By law, all school children in Liberia must wear a uniform to school. Parents must buy
uniforms for their children to wear. The students are also told how to wear their hair. For
example girls cannot have more than five plaited braids and the boys must have their hair
shaved short.

Mission Day Four-Prayer
Most Liberian families struggle to provide the basic supplies that their
children need at school. Please pray for the children as they attend their
classes and learn at school. Your offering will help the LEM schools provide
resources for the teachers and children as they study and learn at school.

Checkpoint FiveTeachers
Great teachers are an important part of a quality education. In Liberia,
many children do not finish school because their families cannot afford
the tuition so children end up selling candy, gum and other items on the
street. A civil war from 1989-2003 and the Ebola epidemic from 20142016 closed schools for long periods of time. Many of those children
affected by closed schools are now adults. Over 50% of Liberian adults
cannot proficiently read and write.

Meeting the need for teachers
Finding teachers that are qualified to teach the children can be difficult when so many
adults are not educated themselves. Many teachers lack formal training and
education. They do not have a college degree or certification from the government.
Some schools are not able to pay teachers enough money to feed their families or
pay rent.
Liberia Evangelical Mission and ECM Missionary Daniel Elliott are working hard to help
with teacher training and education in the LEM schools. Daniel holds training classes
with teachers and LEM encourages teachers to grow and learn so that they can help
their children to grow and learn. At the same time, it is important that the teachers are
also teaching the children about the love of Jesus.
There are opportunities for missionaries to serve in Liberia by teaching. In fact,
Gordon, Daniel and Mark Elliott regularly teach classes in the LEM schools.
We are grateful for the teachers at the LEM schools who want to make a difference in
the lives of their students.

Mission Day Five-Prayer
Pray for God to raise up new missionaries from the US that would be
interested in helping to teach and serve at the LEM schools. Please pray
for Gordon, Niki, Mark, Daniel and Naomi Elliott as they help by teaching
children in the LEM Schools. Your offering will help with resources for
teacher training and discipleship.

