
 
 

 

The Foundation for Unity, Justice, and Equality 
 

Since the outbreak of the racial unrest there have been two words which keep surfacing 
in my thinking; holiness and righteousness. I keep thinking it is these two things which the 
world desperately needs.  
 
I do not want people to think that by saying all of our problems would be solved if people 
pursued holiness and righteousness I am just offering some religious cliché. Religious 
clichés are just quick easy ways of saying things which sound religious while really 
ignoring the complexities of the issues at hand. Racial injustice and inequality are not 
simple issues to be solved with religious speech. They will take intentional dialog to arrive 
at solutions and then the hard work of implementing them in daily living. However, these 
complex issues cannot be resolved if they are built on improper foundations. As Jesus 
would say, ‘Build your house upon the rock and not on sinking sand.”  
 
If you listen closely, people are crying for equal treatment under the law and they want 
equal economic opportunity. They want all people to be treated with respect, equality, and 
love. These values sound like the values of Jesus’ kingdom. As N.T. Wright has pointed 
out in his video, Undermining Racism, what people are crying for today is exactly what 
Jesus had died for to give us in His kingdom. A unified loving polychromatic society in 
which people are treated equally without respect to their race, ethnicity, socioeconomic 
status or gender. (This is what Jesus prayed for in John 17:20.) The problem is, as Wright 
points out, our world is trying to achieve this on an improper foundation. They want the 
reality of the kingdom of God without God Himself. In other words, they don’t want His 
holiness and righteousness. 
 
Holiness and righteousness are not starchy, rigid, prudish lists of do’s and don’ts. 
Holiness and righteousness are not to be found written on stone tablets or codified in 
hundreds of rules and regulations as in the days of Jesus or through the history of 
Christianity. Holiness and righteousness are revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. If you 
want to know what holiness and righteousness are then you must look at the life and 
teaching of Jesus. Holiness and righteousness are Christlikeness. Paul said that the new 
self we receive through faith in Christ is created in His likeness in true holiness and 
righteousness. 
 
Holiness and righteousness are summed up in one word; love. During the Last Supper 
Jesus was leaving His disciples final words of explanation and instruction. His instruction 
for them to imitate His holiness and righteousness was summed in this, “As I have loved 
you, so you are to love one another.” Love is the expression of holiness and 
righteousness. This is not a sentimental emotional feeling, but loving action which is 
directed by a whole-being love for God and loving (treating) others as I would myself. The 
two Great Commandments are what it means to be holy and righteous. This is being like 
Jesus. 
 



 
 

 

It is this holiness and righteousness which provides the foundation upon which a 
polychromatic society of love, respect and equality can be built. Any attempt to solve the 
problems of racial injustice and inequality without people being transformed into the 
image of Christ will be short lived at best. Changing laws written on the books only 
mitigates injustice because over time sin- self-centeredness and self-exaltation- always 
finds a way around the law. The problem of racial inequality and injustice resides in the 
heart of unholy and unrighteous men and women who have not been recreated in the 
image of Jesus Christ. And, it resides within the Church which has not lived up to its 
vocation to love like Jesus and spread HIs kingdom values of holiness and righteousness 
on the earth.  
 
The Gospel we preach must go beyond the hope of forgiveness and a way to heaven. It 
must include sanctification, which is the transformation of the heart in the likeness of 
Jesus. It must include a daily denial of self, taking up our cross and following Jesus. It 
must include a daily pursuit of holiness and righteousness. It must challenge people to 
daily walk in holy righteous love as Jesus did. It is on this foundation alone that a lasting 
society of racial unity, justice, and equity can be built. 
 
 


