
 
 

 

 
 

A New Normal? 
 
 

"And when I am lifted up…I will draw everyone to myself.” 
John 12:32 

 
 
Maybe the greatest question which weighs on everyone’s mind is, “When can we return to 
normal?” As I think about that question I find myself hoping for a return to life as it was. 
The freedom to move around, eat at my favorite restaurants, go to a movie, not be 
anxious of getting the coronavirus, going to church, etc. While I have a desire for a return 
to normalcy and what is my familiar way of life, there is also a yearning for something 
different. I find myself asking, “What if God wants me to find a new normal?” “What if He 
wants me to live life differently which would make me more effective in making disciples 
and spreading HIs kingdom?” 
 
I hope we don’t want our churches to return to “normal.” I hope we are asking God in 
these days to give us a new normal. The normal for most of our churches isn't working. 
Our normal, by and large, isn’t working. Evangelicalism is dying among white Americans- 
that’s about 95% of our constituency. Our denomination is shrinking- we are down to 111 
churches. Too many of our local churches are plateaued and dying- many still don’t report 
any or few conversions, sanctifications, or people called into fields of harvest.  We must 
change. We must find a new normal. 
 
I believe this new normal must be shaped by the Father through the Spirit for the 
exaltation of the Son. As JESUS is lifted up HE will draw all people to HIMSELF. We will 
not stumble by mistake into this new normal. We must earnestly seek for it by a 
willingness to lay aside what has been normal to us and lay hold of a new normal shaped 
by God. We must be still, listen, and obey. His Spirit will lead us to HIS NORMAL. 
 
 


