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Dear Liberia Champions, 
 
The current news from Liberia is dominated by a new 
wave of COVID-19. When the COVID pandemic first 
came to Liberia in March 2020, the government was 
quick to shut the country down—national and county 
borders were closed, a ban on “non-essential” 
businesses (basically everything except gas stations 
and fuel venders, pharmacies, hospitals and clinics, 
and the food industry. Churches, mosques, schools, 
nightclubs, video clubs, and bars were also a part of 
the shutdown. To help reinforce these closures, a 3pm 
curfew was decreed and enforced. Putting aside the 
debate over whether or not these measures were the 
best for the country, the end result was that there 
were relatively few COVID cases identified in the 
country and 
the related 
number of 
deaths 
hovered at 
84. While the 
lockdown and 
being 
confined to 
our home 
was 

inconvenient and ministry came to a standstill, we 
were thankful that, while we were hearing about the 
surge of COVID in the United States, Liberia had been 
spared anything similar. But now that has changed. In 
these last weeks the Delta variant has been increasing 
in Liberia and both the number of confirmed cases and 
deaths have risen. Recently the CDC raised Liberia to a 
level 4 travel warning, basically saying that, unless you 
really have to travel to Liberia, you should stay home 
or travel elsewhere. This increase in COVID is a 
hardship on the already struggling country. 
 
This new surge in COVID comes as we are beginning to 
think about our own travel plans for returning to 
Liberia. In this year of deputation, we have will have 

The Liberia Evangelical Mission national board. 

Thank you to Grace Corporation in Max, North Dakota for the 
lease of an affordable and reliable vehicle. 

One special bonus for me was the opportunity to visit the 
Swedish Lutheran Church where my grandmother attended 

during her formative years. My grandfather was the first non-
Lutheran allowed to preach from the pulpit. 



visited 32 churches, sharing the 
ministry of Evangelical Church 
Missions/Liberia Evangelical 
Mission and have so far driven 
about 30,400 miles (with only one 
ticket, but that’s another story) 
through at least 23 States. We 
have been able to see many of 
our Liberia Champions in person. 

Tentatively we are hoping to return to Liberia by the end of 
September/beginning of October. That will now partly depend on 
what happens between now and then with the COVID situation in 
Liberia. 
 
Please join with us in giving thanks to God for his mercy in keeping us 
safe as we have driven many miles. Thank him for the opportunities 
we have had to present the Liberia ministry. Thank him for those who 
have faithfully supported the work and are continuing to do so. Thank 
him for the new supporters who have joined the Liberia team this 
year.  
 
Pray for us, and Daniel and Naomi, to have wisdom in planning our 
return to Liberia. 
 
Praise the Lord for keeping our brothers and sisters in the Liberia 
Evangelical Mission safe from the COVID virus. (The last that I have 
heard, no one from LEM has contracted it.) Pray for his continuing 
protection over LEM. Pray for LEM to have a good ministry despite the 
challenges posed by the pandemic. 
 
Pray for the LEM schools as they complete the 2020/2021 school year. 

This has been a year of disruptions. Pray for wisdom and financing for the schools as they plan 
for the new school year to begin in September. 
 
Pray for Pastor Emmanuel from Maryland County who lost his house in recent flooding. Pray for 
God’s provision for his needs. 
 
Pray for more Liberian pastors and evangelists to be raised up. Pray for two more missionaries 
from the Evangelical Church to respond to the call to minister in Liberia. The doors are open but 
there is no one to walk through them. 
 
Thank you for being a part of this ministry through your prayers. Please feel free to share these 
requests with your local congregation. Together, let us pray a difference in Liberia. 
 
Gordon 

    One of the upcountry LEM schools. 

Pastor Emmanuel from Maryland 
County. 


