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We are beginning a new year, 2022. This is the time of 
year when many people make resolutions or goals for 
what they want to accomplish in the coming year. It can 
be helpful, although most people seem to abandon their 
resolve before many weeks have passed. In ministry in the 
developing world, it can be difficult to set firm goals as 
situations beyond your control can quickly arise and cause 
goals to be set aside or radically changed. It is with a bit of 
fear and caution that I want to share with you in this 
report two goals for the coming year here in Liberia. The 
first goal affects the Champion Reports that you receive. 
My original intent for these reports was to provide you 
with information that would be useful for you to share 
with your local congregation. I appreciate the fact that 
many of you have done that. This year, I want to try to 
include each month an additional page that can be used 
with children. Exposing children to missions is extremely 
important if we want them to hear the voice of God calling 
them into cross-cultural missions. I know that in my own 
experience, it was a consistent exposure to missions that 
resulted in my own desire to serve this way. Feel free to 
use and share these children’s pages if they seem helpful 
or set them aside if they are not useful to you.  
 

The second, and more challenging goal, is helping the Liberia Evangelical Mission to finally 
adopt and follow their own Book of Discipline. From early on, the Christian church has felt the 

need to have a certain amount of defined structure. The 
Apostle Paul could appeal to the practices in all the 
churches when dealing with local church problems. The 
Didache, dating from as early as the first century after 
the birth of Christ, is the earliest example of a church 
manual. Our own Evangelical Church has an unbroken 
line of Books of Discipline. LEM has been loosely 
following the policy of The Evangelical Church, but it 
really is inadequate for the Liberian context. LEM has 
made the attempt in the past to produce its own 
Discipline but it never came to be. I believe that a 
priority for this year is to help guide LEM through the 

process, pushing and prodding, if need be, to finally have its own policies clearly laid out. Some 
of the early conflicts within LEM were the direct result of not having clearly defined policies–
conflicts that could have been avoided. Furthermore, there are social issues that LEM faces that 
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the Discipline of The Evangelical Church does not address. For example, what kind of marriage 
(there are at least three forms of marriage in Liberia) should LEM consider to be legitimate? 
What about the man who has multiple wives (legal in Liberia) and then becomes a Christian? 
What, if anything, is he to do with his wives? It is a huge challenge to define these policies and 
requires careful thought and study of the Bible. Please pray with and for me as I lead the 
process of developing a viable Book of Discipline. Pray that I, and others involved, will have 
godly insight into these and other difficult issues. 

 
In addition to the writing of the Discipline, here are some 
other prayer requests that I would share with you and 
ask you to share with others in your local church: 
 
Pray for Daniel as he continues work on the LEM school 
curriculum. Pray for the school teachers, administrators, 
and staff to show the love of Jesus to the students while 
providing a quality education for the students. 
 
Pray for Gordon and his biblical studies students. Pray 
that the students will not only learn facts about 
Scripture, but that it will impact their lives. Pray for 
Alphanso who recently told me he wants to attend Bible 
College. Pray for him as he seeks to follow God’s leading 
for his life. 
 
Pray for the three new congregations forming in Kakata, 
Totota, and Salala, currently meeting as Bible studies. 
Pray that God will raise up leaders and pastors, not just 
in these communities but in other places as well where 
God is giving LEM open doors. 
 
Pray for Niki and Naomi as they keep the rest of us going. 

We are very thankful for our wives who are an important part of the total ministry in Liberia. 
 
Pray for Calie Morris planning to spend nine months to a year in Liberia beginning this summer 
as she explores what God has in store for her following her high school graduation. Pray for 
God’s provision of needed funding for her extended stay. 
 
Pray for God to provide two more missionaries (couples, single, families) for the work in Liberia. 
The need for additional workers is urgent. 
 
We thank you so very much for your faithfulness in being Liberia Champions in 2021. May God 
bless you as you continue to champion Liberia in this new year. 
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The young man on the right hopes to attend Bible 
College. Please pray that he will follow God's call 
on his life. 



 
EVERYBODY HAS A NAME. CHILDREN IN LIBERIA HAVE NAMES THAT MIGHT BE 
DIFFERENT THAN YOUR NAME BUT JESUS LOVES EACH ONE. CAN YOU FIND THE 
FOLLOWING LIBERIAN NAMES HIDDEN IN THE WORD SEARCH PUZZLE? CIRCLE EACH 
NAME IN THE PUZZLE AS YOU FIND IT. WHEN YOU HAVE FOUND ALL THE NAMES TRY 
TO FIND THE HIDDEN MESSAGE IN THE PUZZLE. BEGINNING WITH THE FIRST 
UNCIRCLED LETTER IN THE PUZZLE READ THE UNCIRCLED LETTERS LEFT TO RIGHT TO 
FIND THE HIDDEN MESSAGE. 
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