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There are two secret societies that are a part of the traditional African religion practiced in Liberia, the Poro 
and Sande societies. These societies are designed to hand down Liberian culture from the current generation 
to the upcoming generation. The societies are secret in the sense that no one outside the societies are to 
know what goes on in the bush school where initiation rites into the societies take place. One of our LEM 
pastors who was raised in Poro describes them as demonic. They are nothing in which a Christian should be 
involved. But the two societies carry a lot of societal and political clout, and it is difficult for community 
leaders and politicians to stand against them. 
 
You may remember the story that I shared in many churches during our year of deputation ministries about 
Pastor Bill and his conflict with the local Sande society when he refused to allow his daughter to join the 
society. He was fined for his refusal to turn his daughter over to the society. Another LEM pastor’s daughter 
was compelled by the Sande society to attend bush school because a friend of hers, who had become a Sande 
member, shared some of what went on with her. The local authorities refused to become involved and keep 
the young girl from being carried into the bush. 
 

Recently there was an incident involving Poro. An 
evangelistic team (not from LEM) had traveled to a village 
in Bong County. In their preaching they attacked demonic 
elements of the culture. This ended in them being forcibly 
detained until finally released into the hands of 
governmental authorities. Specific details of this incident 
are difficult to find but this incident illustrates the power 
of traditional religion and its leaders. 
 
Recently Poro announced that it was opening a camp 
outside a village where LEM has a church, the village of the 
pastor whose daughter was forcibly carried off to Sande. 
The people of the church were feeling intimidated and the 
pastor was put on notice that he had better be careful in 
what he says. Meanwhile in a different village where we 
have an LEM church and school, Poro had announced that 
it was going to be opening a camp nearby as well. 
 
But people were praying for this situation. Poro and Sande 
have no power over that of God. God uses who he 
chooses to use. In the case of the village with the church 
and school, it was community leaders who have spoken 
out against Poro coming and Poro has changed its mind. 
At the other village, again community leaders, the local 
police head, and a rather large company that wants to 
establish a branch nearby, have all spoken against the 
presence of Poro and Poro is reconsidering its presence 
there.  
 
Join with me in giving praise to God for his answers in 

these two situations. Pray that our LEM pastors, leaders, and church attenders will have the courage to stand 
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for Jesus in the face of opposition. I think it will be overly naïve to think that Poro is just going to go away and 
leave the church alone. Continue to pray for these and other communities where Poro has a presence, that 
God’s people will resist pressures to compromise with traditional religion. (The village of Saki-bomo-ta comes 
to mind, where we also have a church.) 
 

Please continue to pray as well for the LEM 
pastoral training sessions. There will be one 
later this week (by the time you read this, it 
will be finished). The next one is scheduled for 
January and will be headed by a team of 
Evangelical Church pastors coming from the 
States to teach. 
 
Please pray for Gordon as he begins his Bible 
training sessions on November 11. The topic 
will be 1 Corinthians. 
 
Please pray for Daniel as the school year is 
beginning in LEM schools and they are looking 
forward to having his participation in the 
schools. Pray for him as he continues to work 
on curriculum development. 
 

Please pray for Niki and Naomi as they take care of us and their children. Naomi is homeschooling Sammy and 
Maerah this year. 
 
Please pray for the economy. It continues to be very difficult for many people. Currently the exchange rate for 
Liberian dollars has been artificially and significantly lowered and, while technically that makes the Liberian 
dollar worth more, prices have not been adjusted downward to compensate for the huge drop in exchange 
and the supposed increase in value. 
 
Finally, please continue to pray, asking God to send more laborers from both LEM and The Evangelical Church 
to help with the growth of his kingdom in Liberia. 
 
Thank you so very much for being a Liberia Champion! We appreciate your prayers and interest very much. 
 
Gordon 
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