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Kaboo was born in 1873, although he never 
quite new for sure. His father was a chief of the 
Kru tribe in southwestern Liberia. There was 
conflict between the Kru and the neighboring 
Grebo tribe. His tribe overpowered by the 
Grebo, Kaboo, then 15 or so years old, was 
taken as a pawn by the Grebo tribe. His own 
tribe was expected to send payments to the 
Grebo to guarantee his safety. But when the 
Kru were unable to send enough to satisfy 
Grebo demands, Kaboo was regularly 
mistreated, even tortured. When the “gifts” 
from the Kru ran out, Kaboo expected to be 
killed. One day he was tied to a stake, beaten 
with poisonous vines, and he thought his death 
had come. But suddenly there was a blinding 
flash of light, the ropes binding him fell off, and 

an audible voice was heard commanding him, “Run, Kaboo.” With his strength miraculously 
restored, he ran off into the jungle where he hid in a hollow tree to elude his Grebo captures. 
Perhaps guided by the same light, Kaboo eventually found his way onto a coffee plantation 
where he was met by another Kru young man who was working on the plantation. This other 
young man was a Christian and invited Kaboo to attend church with him on Sunday.  
 
That Sunday, an American missionary, one Miss Knolls, was teaching the story of the conversion 
of Saul on the road to Damascus. Kaboo listened intently. Suddenly he stood and said out loud, 
“I have seen that light!” He gave his heart to Jesus, was baptized, and took a new name, Samuel 
Morris (the name of the chief supporter of Miss Knolls) and became very eager to learn more 
about his new Father, God, and especially about the Holy Spirit. Another missionary, Elizabeth 
MacNeill, spent much time with Sammy and tried to help him find answers to his many 
questions about the Holy Spirit. She finally confessed to him that she had taught him all she 
knew about the Spirit and wished that he could speak with one Stephen Merritt, who had been 
her own instructor, who could teach him more. “I will go to him,” Sammy replied. But there was 
a problem–Stephen Merritt lived in New York City, an ocean away from Sammy. 
 
Sammy was undeterred and trusted that his Father would help get him there. In fact, he was 
hired on as a member of a ship’s crew that was sailing for New York. Sammy was mistreated by 
the crew when it became obvious that he knew nothing about sailing, yet by the time the ship 
reached New York, Sammy had won the respect and love of the crew and had introduced many 
of them, including the captain, to Jesus. 
 



Sammy now set out to find Stephen Merritt. Naively, 
he asked the first person he saw if he knew where 
this Stephen Merritt could be found. Remarkably, the 
man answered, “Yes, and if you give me a dollar, I will 
take you there.” Stephan Merritt ran a rescue mission 
on the other side of the city and this man, a tramp, 
had been there. He took Sammy to the mission. 
When he requested Sammy to pay him his dollar, 
Sammy replied, “Stephen Merritt pays all my bills 
now.” Perhaps taken aback by this young African’s 
boldness, Stephen Merritt handed a dollar over to 
the tramp. This began a remarkable relationship 
between Sammy and Stephen. Stephen told Sammy 
that he should wait for him at the mission as he had 
some place he had to be, but that he would return 
and then see what he could do for Sammy. When he 
returned, he found Sammy surrounded by seventeen 
of the men at the mission, all on their faces 
confessing their sins to God and crying out for 
forgiveness and mercy. 

 
Stephen Merritt decided that Sammy needed to receive formal Bible training and sent him to 
request admission to Taylor University, which at that time was located in Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
When asked by the president what room he would like to stay in, Sammy responded, “If there is 
a room that no one else wants, give that room to me.” As Sammy began to share his story with 
students and teachers at Taylor, and as they saw his love for his Father and his eagerness to 
know the Holy Spirit, their lives were touched by his simple honesty and trust. He began to be 
invited to share his testimony in different churches in Fort Wayne. Soon a revival broke out and 
much of the city was affected by it.  
 
Sammy’s desire was to return to Liberia to teach his own people more about the Holy Spirit and 
his Father. That desire was never granted. Sammy had never adjusted to the cold Indiana 
winters and on May 12, 1893, at around age 20, he died from complications from a cold. But his 
influence lived on and many students were influenced by his testimony to follow God’s call to 
take the good news about their Father, and the Holy Spirit to Africa. 
 
As we prepare to return to Liberia, our prayer is that God will use us to help spread and teach 
the Good News of Jesus so that more Liberians will find that same close relationship with their 
Father that Sammy Morris found. 

 
Thank the Lord with us that we are scheduled to return to Liberia on September 29. Pray for 
safety for both Elliott families returning together. Pray for our reintegration into Liberian life 
and ministry. We have become somewhat accustomed to being in the States! 
 



Pray for the Liberia Evangelical Churches that are 
facing property challenges. There are two 
churches in Monrovia that will need to relocate 
due to their agreements with property owners 
coming to an end. The best solution in both cases 
will be to purchase land. Pray for God to provide 
funding for these two congregations. 
 
Pray for the continuing COVID situation in Liberia. 
Also, there are reports of rice shortages and price 
gouging. Rice is the main staple for most 
Liberians. This poses a problem for many 
Liberians, especially the poorest. Pray for the 
government to have wisdom in responding to 
these situations. 
 
Pray for Hawa, a young lady in the church, who is 
experiencing mental issues. Pray for God’s healing 
and peace. 
 
Pray for plans being made for an upcoming 

January pastoral seminar that will include a team coming from the States to help teach. 
 
Finally, ask God to raise up more Liberian pastors and two more missionaries from The 
Evangelical Church to come and join in the ministry. The harvest is ready and the workers are 
indeed too few. 
 
Thank you for being a Liberia Champion! We appreciate your prayers and interest very much! 
 
Gordon 


