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May 2020
Dear Friends,
Greetings in the name of Jesus from locked down Monrovia, Liberia. I trust that this finds you enjoying
the grace of the Lord despite the unforeseen circumstances that we all are in. I know that others have
said it, but I will also say it, the COVID-19 pandemic was unexpected by everyone but God and his grace
has not changed because of it. We in Liberia were much slower than those of you in the States to
experience the impact of the virus. Its effects weren’t felt here until sometime in March. This is our
fourth week in lockdown but already seems much longer. Because of the new situations we are
experiencing, it almost seems as though what came before the virus is a distant dream of another world
and it becomes easy to forget the good things that God has been doing.

Here is an update on the things happening in Liberia
LEM Pastor Training
Since our last letter, I have had the opportunity of
helping with a follow-up seminar for pastors and
leaders of the Liberia Evangelical Mission (LEM).
Last year LEM had its first ever three-day training
retreat/seminar for its pastors and in January of this
year the second seminar took place. Almost all our
pastors from upcountry and Monrovia were able to
attend. This seminar, hosted by the Christ
VantagePoint Ministries church, included three days of
classes as well as an excellent opening presentation
by a guest speaker. The lessons were helpful, the
discussions interesting, and the food delicious.

January Pastor's Seminar

One activity that didn’t exactly go as planned was the showing of the JESUS film in Bassa, the heart
language of most of our upcountry pastors. We had planned to show it on “the big screen” but due to an
inability to communicate between computer and projector, the brothers simply huddled around a small
laptop and watched the film. The next day we gave each pastor a copy of the film and a digital. audio
Bible, also in Bassa, on an SD card for their phones. We hope to eventually secure equipment to be able
to take and show the JESUS film in the villages where our churches are located.

Gordon's Bible Study Group
Before the virus struck, I was able to guide my group of students through one and a half more Bible courses.
The first course was on the book of Romans and was an in-depth look at what Paul teaches about sin,
salvation, and sanctification. The class was well attended and all of us were challenged to not be ashamed
of the Gospel of Jesus. The second course was on Joshua, Judges, and Ruth. We were able to get through
the conquest of the Promised Land with Joshua and to explore the victories and failures of the Judges. But
then the virus hit and all classes, church services, schools, bars, nightclubs, and so on were banned and we
are stuck in the middle of Judges, wondering when we will be able to finish the course.
LEM had made plans for more pastoral training opportunities during
these weeks. Several visitors were slated to come from the States
including a facilitator for a teacher training event for the LEM schools.
Everything is, of course, now on hold. It is very frustrating, yet I am
reminded that Jesus understands my frustrations and will use them
in making me more like him if I will follow him.
One thing that has not changed is our plan to begin deputation
ministries in September and to be in the States for up to a year,
visiting churches, friends, family, and supporters of the work here in
Monrovia. We hope to see as many of you as possible during this
year. We are tasked with raising enough support for three more years
of service. We have to renew our current support and raise a
substantial amount of additional prayer support and funding. One big
concern of ours is the need for additional workers for Liberia and so
we will also be looking for someone to come alongside us and join in
the ministry in Liberia.

Gordon's Bible Study students
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If you would like to have us share in your church, please contact your pastor and us and we will do our best
to schedule a time to be together. If you would like to host a home meeting with us, we are more than eager
to come. God has given the Evangelical Church a tremendous job to do in Liberia and we cannot do it alone.
We appreciate your faithfulness in praying and giving for Liberia. Your participation makes you a colaborer
with our Liberian brothers and sisters and with us as we seek to extend God’s kingdom.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you (1 Corinthians 16:23) even in the middle of the COVID-19
crisis.

Gordon Elliott

For Niki and Mark tool
gordon@ecmissions.org
Find updates on Facebook @Ears and Eyes on Liberia.
If you would like to receive occasional prayer requests from the Liberia field or receive the
monthly Liberia Champions’ Report that you can share with your local church, please send an
email indicating your request to Gordon. Thank you.

For updates or to donate to the ministry of Gordon and Niki Elliott, visit our website at:
www.TheEvangelicalChurch.org
PO Box 1117, Clackamas, OR 97015

