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Dear Friends,
What a year this has been! Who would have thought one year ago that the entire world would have its
“normal” existence interrupted? But we take comfort, as followers of Jesus, that none of these events
have taken him by surprise. Jesus is still Lord and history is still moving in the direction that he has
ordained.

Life and ministry in Liberia were both affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. In March the government
shut down Liberia’s international borders, county borders, economic life, churches, schools, mosques,
nightclubs, bars, and imposed a 3:00 pm curfew which was eventually pushed back later and later.
Because our churches and schools have no capacity for online presence, ministry came to a standstill
including Mark and my weekly art classes at the schools and my ongoing theological classes at our
house. In July, the borders were reopened, the curfews lifted, and ministry was allowed to begin again,
with a few restrictions about social distancing and wearing masks. I was even able to finish the subject
that our class had been studying when the lockdown began.
Since then we have returned to the States for our time of deputation ministry, interestingly enough right
on schedule as the lockdown did not cause us to change our plans. Upon arrival to the States we had
the unique opportunity to be by Niki’s mother’s side as she departed this life to be with the Lord. We
rejoice that she is now with the Lord, free from the physical suffering that was hers in her final weeks.

In the weeks since then, we have been on the road, speaking in
churches, presenting the ministry and needs of Liberia. Each
church has adapted to the COVID challenge in unique ways. It
has made this deputation time very different from all of our
other deputation experiences.
As I write this, we are in Houston visiting our daughter Heather
and her family. We are enjoying having some weeks off the road
and being able to be near some of our family for the Christmas
season. After the beginning of the year, we will be heading West
to Oregon to spend time in the Pacific conference of the church.

Dorothy Lanz
Niki's Mother

While we are here, the ministry in Liberia does not stop. In the few months that
we have been home, we have heard of at least one new church opening,
schools being allowed to reopen, and churches continuing their ministry. New
challenges have arisen even as older issues are being resolved.
Thank you for your continuing support, both in prayer and finances, of the
ministry in Liberia. Thank you for praying for our family and for the Liberia
Evangelical Mission. You are an important part of the Liberia team as you pray
for us and give thanks to God with us for his answers to your prayers for
Liberia.
We trust that this Christmas season was a time of remembering the one who
came in human flesh to save us, not from our humanity, but from the sin which
has distorted our humanity, in order to form us into what he all along planned
for us and that you will experience his faithfulness in this new year to come.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus be with you (1 Corinthians 16:23)

Gordon Elliott

For Niki and Mark tool
gordon@ecmissions.org

Find updates on Facebook @Ears and Eyes on Liberia.
If you would like to receive occasional prayer requests from the Liberia field or receive the
monthly Liberia Champions’ Report that you can share with your local church, please send an
email indicating your request to Gordon. Thank you.

For updates or to donate to the ministry of Gordon and Niki Elliott, visit our website at:
www.TheEvangelicalChurch.org
PO Box 1117, Clackamas, OR 97015

