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"Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness…" 

Alan Hirsch in his book, The Forgotten Ways, makes the point that persecution 
always drives the church back to the bare essentials of the Gospel and what it 
means to be the church. 

We are not under persecution, but we are experiencing what many Christians 
who live in persecuted countries experience. We are restricted from meeting 
together as the church. Our in-person meetings have been shut down. Most if 
not all of our programs have come to a screeching halt. Zoom is a great 
medium, but it is not the same. For most of you, your daily pastoral practices 
are being changed. I have been hearing some really inventive ways many of you 
continue your ministry to Jesus’ flock. 

I hope during this time of imposed restrictions on gatherings that we ask God 
to help us return to the essentials of being the Body of Christ and of being 
shepherds and overseers of His Body. I believe in this time God will speak to us 
to revive, recalibrate, and refocus our attention on what is really essential. This 
is a time to make changes in our practices through the leading and power of 
the Holy Spirit. He will do this if we will get quiet, listen and obey. 

Through the Spirit Jesus still builds His church and kingdom in places of 
persecution with more restrictions on meeting and proclaiming the Gospel than 
what is being imposed on us. Hirsch says it's because one of their essentials is 
absolute reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit. Let’s use this time to allow 
God to recalibrate and refocus the ministry of our churches on what is essential 
to Him! 

Jesus is Lord! He is risen! The Comforter has come! 

May God anoint you with the Holy Spirit as you continue to minister to His 
church and your community! 
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