
Week Nine - End Times Study 

Chapter 15:5-18:24 

Act 1 Seven Churches Focus – Focus: Seven Branch Candlestick 

Act 2 Seven Seals – Focus: Altar of Sacrifice 

Act 3 Seven Trumpets – Focus: Altar of Incense 

Act 4 Seven Tableaux - Focus: Ark of the Covenant 

Act 5 Seven Bowls of Wrath – Focus: Holy of Holies covered by God’s Glory  

Act 6 Seven Judgments – Focus: Temple behind smoke of Babylon Burning 

We encounter seven angels, not the messenger angels of the churches, but angels 

who bring plagues to the earth. They are not fallen angels, but angels under the 

direction and authority of Jesus. They are dressed in white linen with golden sashes, 

as was Jesus in the introduction. Their dress identifies their source of authority.  

In the Seven Trumpets we have warnings of what is to come. The incomplete nature 

of each trumpet action as indicated by the fractions such as 1/3 reminds us, “there 

is more to come.” Now the details are fulfilled and brought to completion. Trumpets 

are completed by the Bowls and the Tableaux are completed by the Judgments.  

Like the blade of a propeller, while the messages of acts 3-5 spiral before us in 

warning of what is to come, they also pull us forward historically and in intensity. In 

this act the pitch of the prop has changed and now pulls us forward in full go mode. 

For encouragement, see 1 Thessalonians 5:9; Ephesians 2:1-5. We have put our faith 

the mercy of God, Psalm 51:1; 1 Peter 1:3-4; Hebrews 4:16.  

A prayer by James Dobson: Lord, this is my prayer for my nation. Forgive us for our 

profound sinfulness, our arrogance, our pride, and our hands that have shed innocent 

blood. Restore our marriages and our churches. Bring a spirit of renewal and revival 

across the land. And Lord, in Thy wrath, remember mercy. In Jesus Name, Amen. 

Act 5 Seven Bowls of Wrath – Focus: Holy of Holies covered by God’s Glory  

15:5-16:21 God shows up in his full glory and a loud voice command is given. This 

is the archangel’s shout that brings dread to those dead in their sins, and who carry 

the mark of the beast.  

16:2 First Bowl - Curse on Earth - Ulcers (Ex. 9:8-12 boils) 

The first trumpet brought fire and hail, and it leaves painful open wounds like ulcers. 

Ulcers eat into the nerves of a person causing severe pain. Falls only on those who 

have the mark of the beast. The sealing of Christians takes on new importance and 

understanding that Jesus took our physical punishment on the cross. 

16:3 Second Bowl - Curse on Sea – Blood (Ex 7:14-25 blood)  

Not part of the sea as before, but the whole sea. It becomes like the blood of a dead 

person, no life. The Jewish law said touching the blood of a dead person made them 



unclean, but now for all with the mark of the beast it intensifies, and touch brings 

death.  

16:4-7 Third Bowl – Curse on Rivers – Blood                                                       

In this plague the water that becomes blood is useless to give life (cf. Lev. 17:11) 

The waters turned to blood are vengeance for the shedding of blood of the saints and 

the prophets.  

Obadiah 1:15 For the day of the LORD is near, against all the nations. As you have 

done, it will be done to you; what you deserve will return on your own head.  

Unforgiven sinful actions have consequences that a person brings upon themselves. 

As the Nile plagues of the Egyptians came upon them for the murders of the Hebrew 

children, now this plaque comes back upon those who killed the faithful. Lynn Hough 

said, Men cannot attack the friends of God and expect God’s world to be their friend. 

It’s very fountains will become fountains of death. 

Contrast to life giving water of a merciful Savior: John 4:14; 7:37-38; Rev. 22:1 

16:8-9 Fourth Bowl - Curse on the Sun – Burns  

The ozone layer is burned up as it says in 2 Peter 3:10. The sun that provides the 

heat that is needed for plants to produce chlorophyll and to power the hydrologic 

cycle intensifies. Instead of the sun adding to life, it now does not bring pleasure but 

pain and for those with the mark of the beast the sun also leaves its mark. Nature is 

not the friend of sinners. There is no repentance. There is only blaspheming of God. 

As Pharaoh hardened his heart after each plague, there is hostility toward a Holy God. 

There is no glory given to God.  

True Christians are protected (sealed) from this curse. Rev. 7:16 “the sun will no 

longer strike them, nor will any scorching heat.” As the Israelites were protected from 

the plagues against Egypt the saints will be protected. It does not mean that no more 

will die, but they will not die because of the curse. Instead they will be blessed -  

14:13 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. 

16:10-11 Fifth Bowl – The Curse on the Beast’s Throne – Darkness             

This is a forerunner of hell itself where the blackest darkness is reserved for fallen 

angels and unbelievers, Jude 1:6, 13. The gloom of darkness has been reserved for 

them 2 Peter 2:17b. Yet, there is no repentance for their evil works (deeds). As in 

Exodus 10:23 God’s people are protected. They have light while others do not. 

Contrast this curse to Revelation 22:3-5. 

16:12-16 Sixth Bowl - Curse on the Euphrates – Dried Up  

The natural barrier from an enemy is removed. What was a blessing for the Israelites 

in the drying up of the Red Sea is now reversed and nothing holds back the enemy’s 

army from being assembled by three frog demons for Armageddon, 19:19-21. The 

second plague against Egypt was frogs. Notice how few verses are actually given for 

this event. (Cf. article distributed on the 10 plagues.) Cyrus, the Persian leader 

actually defeated Babylon in the past by damming up the Euphrates.  



In the Babylonian religion frogs were the agent of the evil Ahriman. In the ancient 

world frogs were not “peace frogs” but the opposite, war and destruction. The three 

enemies from the north will come against God. It will not be the showdown 

anticipated. It will be like a shoot out where the fastest gun actually shoots the gun 

out of the hand of his opposition before it clears the holster. 

There is much speculation about the three enemies. Will it be actual countries made 

up of a revival of the old Roman empire in a European federation? Will it be three 

dominant nations Russia, China, & _?__, or groups of nations such as Communism, 

Islam, and Socialism?  

16:17-21 Seventh Bowl – Curse on the Air – Hail 

A voice from heaven now says, “It is done.” The day of doom has arrived. Like a 

volcanic eruption, there is lightning and thunder caused by the ash cloud and hail and 

that falls like bombs or what happens in a pyroclastic flow that accompanies a volcanic 

eruption is combined with an earthquake to destroy Babylon. An ancient volcanic 

explosion of Thera on what is now the island of Santorini was bigger than any atomic 

bomb. It destroyed the Minoan civilization an changed the climate. The stories of 

major catastrophic events have a way of being passed on from one generation to 

another. The description here would have triggered memories of those stories. It 

would have made sense and evoked fear.   

The grape harvest of 14:19-20 is now poured out on Babylon as the cup of God’s 

wrath in 16:19. But, still there was no repentance or remorse. The intensity of the 

plague still did not change anyone’s mind and they continued to blaspheme - slander, 

insult, curse - God. It’s foundation is split into. It is not invulnerable – 1 John 4:4. 

God’s kingdom is solid as a rock which cannot be shaken - Hebrews 12:28, with the 

church being built on the Lord Jesus as the cornerstone - 1 Peter 2:6. To build your 

house (your life) on the word of God is like building it on a solid rock and no storm 

can tear it down. Build your life on the philosophies and false religions (lies) of 

mankind, and storms will destroy it with a great crash, Matthew 7: 24-27.  

Act 6 The Seven Judgments - Focus: The Temple 

17:1-20:3 As we move into the seven judgments the intensification continues. The 

cloud of the glory of God that hides the Holy of Holies is replaced by the smoke of 

the burning of Babylon. The presence of a wrathful God in Act 5 and now the smoke 

of his judgment of Babylon, then consequence of sin, hides the way to the Holy of 

Holies. Surprise. It will take Jesus’ coming to open the way.  

While Armageddon only gets a four verses 16:13-16 and the millennium only two 

verses in 20:2-3, we now move into two full chapters on the judgment of Babylon.  

What does Babylon represent? Is it a geographical city, a major capital of a physical 

world empire made up of a league of nations? It could well be. Then the speculation 

will begin. Could it be like Rome was to the Roman Empire? Could it be symbolic a 

governmental system, as the rest of world views New York for capitalism?  



This city represents the greatest challenge to faith in God, a worldwide system in its 

various forms, called mammon or materialism. Jesus said in Matthew 6:24 No one 

can serve two masters, since he will hate one and love the other, or he will be devoted 

to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. Also, 1 John 

2:15-17 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the 

flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride in one’s possessions—is not from the Father, 

but is from the world. 17 And the world with its lust is passing away, but the one who 

does the will of God remains forever. 

We have an evil duo here. Satan is the scarlet beast, and the city is the materialistic 

world system. Like a prostitute it seeks to seduce us into wanting more and more 

and more, pushing God and His kingdom out of the picture. Jesus told us in Matthew 

6:33, Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will 

be provided for you. 

The language of these chapters paints a vivid picture of the evil of a world in rebellion 

against God in league with Satan. The graphic sexual language basically says that 

you can’t claim to love and to be committed  to God and climb into bed with the world 

as if a prostitute. (Cf. 1 Corinthians 6:9-20, esp. v.15-16) 

17:1-18 First Judgment - Woman and the Scarlet Beast 

In Act 4 we have a woman about to give birth to the Messiah who falls under the 

protection of God. In Acts 6 we have an obscene woman riding on a monster beast 

who falls under the judgment of God. The colors and symbols tell a story about her 

and the beast. She is “Babylon the Great, the Mother of Prostitutes and of the 

Detestable Things of the Earth.” In Rome prostitutes would have “porne” stamped 

upon their forehead. She is dressed as if royalty in purple, but also scarlet 

representing immorality. She has a golden cup full not of wine, but of abominations 

mixed with the blood of the martyrs. Her due judgment is upon her. Her influence 

extends to every part of the world and merchants of every kingdom have committed 

fornication with her. Seven Caesars (heads) from the time of Christ to the time of 

writing had wielded absolute or complete power, thus the ten horns.  

The scarlet beast introduced in verse 3 is now given further description in verse 8ff. 

He is the anti-Christ who leads in the war against the lamb 17:14. The anti-Christ’s 

defeat is pronounced but not before judgment is pronounced on the “city” who sits 

on seven hills and on the waters. Again we have a picture as if of the Colossus of 

Rhodes, a giant image of the Greek sun-god Helios with one foot on the land and one 

on the sea That image reminds of the Tower of Babylon built on the plain of Shinar 

in Genesis 11, or the giant golden image built in Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, along 

with its fiery furnace to force people to worship, as recorded in Daniel 3.  

Today people are still building towers to show their superiority, whether they be in 

New York, Hong Cong, or Abi Dhabi.  

18:1-24 The Second Judgment – The Fall of Babylon 



The judgment is made up of six funeral dirges. These are actually celebrations that 

Rome, who had martyred many Christians was getting her due. She burns, as did 

Sodom and Gomorrah.  

(1) First Funeral Dirge 18:2b-3 Identifies her wickedness 

(2) Second Funeral Dirge 18:4-8 From queen to widow. Christians, like Lot in 

Genesis 19 , are warned to come out, not be corrupted nor share in her judgment. 

(3) Third Funeral Dirge 18:9-10 A quote from Ezekiel 16:16-18 come from a hymn 

of doom for Tyre. It begins with the eagle cry or “Woe” as a herald of bad tidings.  

(4) Fourth Funeral Dirge 18:11-17a The great center of commerce has fallen and 

it brings grief to all the merchants and kings from around the world. India was known 

for jewels and pearls; Africa for gold, ivory and costly wood; Arabia for spice, incense, 

myrrh, and frankincense, Armenia for its horses and Israel for its slaves. It will be a 

stock market crash of the world system like never seen before. 

(5) Fifth Funeral Dirge 18:17b-20 Standing afar off so their fancy dress is not 

burned, they mourn woe, woe of her destruction.  

(6) Sixth Funeral Dirge 18:21-24 An angel of judgment throws a great stone down 

upon the city and the end of life as it had been known is over.  

Here great indictment is found in verse 24 In her was found the blood of prophets 

and saints, and of all those slaughtered on earth.  

She represents the great sin of generations who “all have sinned and come short of 

the glory of God,” causing death to all. 

The great victory is not far off... Jesus is coming!!! 

 

James 2:4 You adulterous people! Don’t you know that friendship with the world is 

hostility toward God? So whoever wants to become the friend of the world becomes 

the enemy of God. 


