
8. Barrier Breaking Faith 

Acts 11:27-12:24 

Round Two, but no Knockout 

 

Pete(r) and Repeat.. Satan is not inventive. He is persistent. But the church goes on! 

 

11:27-30 A famine and a plan.  

There was not one but a series of famines that did affect the Roman empire. Kind of 

like our series of weather events like hurricanes, although localized, they affect the 

whole nation in many ways.  

 

How do we respond to the challenges around us? Do we sit and do nothing? Are we 

complicit by our silence? Prophets led by the Spirit were part of the church and they 

called for action. See Ephesians 4:11. Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and 

teachers. 

 

The response to hunger was an offering. Taking up an offering can be a good answer. 

That was the plan at the church in Antioch. We took up an offering on Sunday for the 

homeless ministry MyRenu and the church responded generously. Praise God! 

 

Two developments: 

1. Barnabas and Saul, pastors at Antioch, became messengers. This visit to Jerusalem 

is equated with Galatians 2:1-10, particularly verse ten that says, all they asked was 

that we remember the poor, which we were eager to do.  

 

2. The offering was delivered to elders. This is the first mention of elders. Had the 

servants appointed in 6:1-6 become elders. The qualifications between deacons and 

elders are similar, except elders are to be qualified as teachers of the word. Stephen 

would have met that qualification. It is no longer apostles in charge of benevolent 

ministries. Their focus is on leadership from the Word and Prayer.  

  

12:1-5 Martyrdom and Prison 

We have to keep the long view. James was killed and Peter put in prison at the whim 

of cruel king Herod. Matthew 5:10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because 

of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  See: John 15:20; 2 Tim. 3:12 

 

:5 The response to persecution is prayer. The church prayed for God’s intervention. 

James 5:13-16 

 

The response to morals wrongs is righteous action. Preaching, peaceful protesting, 

ministry – to needs, for restoration, counseling with truth, caring for broken. The 

response to the LGBTQ agenda being pushed like a tidal wave during Pride Month, by 

a group of believers who have been transformed in Christ was a Freedom March in 

DC. It was called “Taking Back the Rainbow.” The theme speaks of restoring the 

rainbow that has been hijacked by the LGBTQ movement to its original Biblical 



meaning. God restored their lives both spiritually and morally and God is using them 

to minister to those who want to leave the LGBTQ lifestyle and discipling those who 

now follow Christ. The battle is for “one soul at a time”. Regardless of how many may 

reject them or their actions, they continue to do what is right. 

 

12:6-19 God’s Rescue Plan for Peter 

An Angel - Light in the Darkness – Unaware Guards – Chains Fall Off – “Dazed 

Walking” – Gates Open Automatically – Reality Hits – An amazed Church! 

 

What seems crazy to you? 

Luke 24:11 the women’s resurrection report was received as “nonsense”  

Acts 12:15 Rhoda was told: “You’re out of your mind!”   

 

What is impossible with God?  

Luke 18:27 “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

 

Ephesians 3:20-21 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we 

ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

Heb. 6:18 It is impossible for God to lie. His word is true and gives: 19HOPE as an 

anchor. 

 

12:20-25 The Vengeance of the Lord 

Herod’s pride brought him down. :22-23 (cf. Isaiah 14:12-15; Daniel 4:28-37; James 

3:14-16; Revelation 20:7-10) 

 

Romans 12:19-21 God’s vengeance and our ministry. 

 

Hebrews 10:31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the Lord.  

 

Christians dealing with Enemies: Matthew 5:38-48; 6:14-15  Go the second mile, 

Love your Enemies 

 

Dealing with Christians who sin: Matthew 18:15-22 Restore & Forgive 70x7; Galatians 

6:1 Restore gently; James 5:19-20 Turn them back; Dealing with unrepentant 

immorality 1 Corinthians 5:9-13 action  2 Corinthians 5:5-11 restoration 

 

Defense of the Gospel: Philippians 1:7; 1 Peter 3;15; Jude 1:3 

 

Spiritual Warfare: 2 Corinthians 10:3-6; Ephesians 6:10-18; James 4:6-7 

 


