
Minor Prophets: Past, Present & Future 

Nahum – Prophet of Comfort 

Habakkuk – Prophet of Profound Trust 

❖ Nahum – Prophet of Truth & Comfort 

Key Verse: The Lord is slow to anger and great in power; the Lord will not leave the 

guilty unpunished. 1:3a 
 

Nahum, like Jonah, was called to preach a message to Nineveh, the capital of the 

Assyrian empire. The date is sometime after the battle of Thebes, Egypt, 663 BC, 

mentioned in 3:8. The message ends (3:19) with the confirmation that Nineveh will 

fall, which history tells us happened in 612 BC.  

While Nineveh repented under Jonah’s preaching, they returned to their old ways. 

Speaking to this condition it says in 2 Peter 2:20-21, If they have escaped the 

corruption of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again 

entangled in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at 

the beginning. 21 It would have been better for them not to have known the way of 

righteousness, than to have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred 

command that was passed on to them. 

A Message of Truth - This is a message of rebuke. The focal point is judgment on 

Nineveh for their oppression. The intent of the truth of the rebuke is correction. Lack 

of response to a rebuke leads to condemnation that we bring upon yourself. There 

are times that wrong has to be called wrong, no matter how much it goes against 

what a person thinks is right. While it may be thought offensive by the hearer, the 

intent is to bring a person back to what is right. A call to correction and repentance 

precedes a call to judgment and a guilty verdict.  

In the character of God’s mercy there is hope, (1:3,7-8), but judgment was coming. 

There fall was not just because of there barbaric ways, but that their actions were an 

offense and plot against the Lord, (1:9-11). God was against them. (2:13-3:5) 

There is a message of hope to Judah in (1:15) of good news that the wicked Assyrians 

will not bother them anymore. This message of the beautiful feet of those who bring 

good news, is applied in Is. 52:7, of deliverance from Babylonian exile, and in Rom. 

10:15, of deliverance from sin through the gospel.  

A Message of Comfort? - Who will comfort her? (3:7) The Ninevites have hardened 

their minds and were heartless in their ways. And sadly there is no one to mourn for 

them or comfort them due to total destruction by the Babylonians and their allies, 

the Medes and Scythians. Nahum spoke of the character of God in (1:3,7-8), but they 

missed His comfort, and plotted against Him and the ways of righteousness. God 

holds out forgiveness again and again, but we never know when it will be the last 

time because of our rejection. God does want to comfort with hope. He is the God of 

comfort: Is. 51:12; 2 Cor. 1:3-4. Will people receive or reject it? 

Jesus, on the cross offered comfort to the thief next to him as both were dying, so it 

is never too late, till the last breath. But, the thief was repentant and receptive, where 



the Ninevites had closed that door. We can give a witness, and we can plead to 

someone, but their response is their own. 

What about our nation, the USA? We are currently anything but the first word, 

“United”. The USA has been a great nation because of the blessing given to a nation 

whose motto is, In God we Trust. Yet are we now? Have we turned away? As the non-

religious designation of “None” continues to grow rapidly in our nation, what lies 

before us? Remember Micah 3:2 you hate good and love evil. Will there be those who 

bring a message of truth, good news or comfort, or only words of rebuke and guilt?  

We can’t force someone to do right, but we can remain a righteous presence in our 

nation. Cf. Gen. 18:32 For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.; Jer. 5:1. If you can 

find one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive the city. We 

can also be as a watchman giving warning Ezek. 3:16-21. May we remain faithful, 

and speak words of truth and comfort. Will you be ONE? 

❖ Habakkuk – Prophet & Psalmist of Trust 

Habakkuk was a contemporary of Jeremiah and a man of vigorous faith. He lived as 

did Nahum in the sixth century. However, Nahum predicted the fall of the Assyrians 

in 612 at the hands of the Babylonians and now Habakkuk predicted the Babylonian  

invasion of Judah. His “oracle” includes a conversation with God over evil (1:2-2:20). 

It concludes with a prayer, written as a psalm that included musical directions, and 

ends with a confession of trust and joy in God. He is obviously greatly influenced by 

the writings of Job and David. He may well have been as were Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 

priests called to be prophets. 

The questions of Habakkuk can be summed up: Why does evil seem to go 

unpunished? (1:2-11) Why does God not respond to prayer? (1:12-2:20). 

Conversation #1   1:2-11 

Why are so many evil things happening with nothing done about it? He could not 

understand why God would use evil Babylon to punish Judah. Notice that this is a 

conversational prayer. He does not rail against God but he does ask God what he 

does not understand.  

Judah was not innocent. Cf. Ezek. 23:35; 24:6-14. God answers, telling him that he 

is doing something new (1:5). Even when we do not understand, we are to trust God. 

Will we trust Him? Romans 8:28 We will understand one day. 1 Cor. 13:12 “know 

fully”. God would deal with the Babylonians issues later.  

Conversation #2   1:12-2:20 

Once again Habakkuk asks why a Holy God who does not condone evil, is using 

Babylon. He makes a presumption, that “Judah is more righteous” (1:13). He waits 

patiently for God’s answer, even “when I am corrected.” (2:1).  

The answer is, this is not the end of things (2:2-3). When we can’t see the end of 

things either, like Habakkuk we are called to live by faith. Cf. Mt. 24:13 He who 

endures to the end shall be saved. The prophet was a man of faith in Yahweh as are 



we. We are called to hold on in faith, (2 Cor. 5:7; Heb. 10:37-38, 11:13; 2 Peter 

3:14-15a.) How strong is your faith? 

2:5f Gives answer to dealing with the Babylonians later, particularly their proud king 

Nebuchadnezzar who trusted in his own strength (1:11). Cf. Dan. 4:28-33 

Nebuchadnezzar’s humiliation.  

A Prayer Psalm of Faith and Joy 3:1-19 

The prophet knew that difficult times were coming for the people of Judah and that 

their only resource was to trust God’s word and rest in His will. To live in faith is to 

believe God’s word and obey it no matter how we feel, what we see, experience, or 

what the consequences may be.  

Habakkuk asks, Will you do it again Lord? O Lord, revive your work in the midst of 

the years! (3:2 NKJV) He understood that God will act one day, and asked, will you 

do it now Lord? Remember mercy now Lord.  

Then in 3:3ff he traces God bringing Israel in the Exodus to the promised land. 3:13 

He says in his prayer, he reminds God how he had worked for their salvation before, 

with the thought of verse two, Will you do it again?  

Knowing what may lay before them, and it made him tremble 3:16, He then makes 

a bold declaration of faith.  
 

Though the fig tree does not bud   and there are no grapes on the vines, though the 
olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen 

and no cattle in the stalls, 18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God 
my Savior. 19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of 

a deer, he enables me to tread on the heights. (3:17-19) 
 

It could be summed up this way, “Whatever happens I will trust in the Lord, I will 

rejoice in the God of salvation! How? By the strength that He gives me. I am as 

confident as a deer skipping across the hills.” 

Whatever is a big word? It is like the line in traditional marriage vows, “for better or 

for worse.” Paul expressed his faith this way in Philippians 4:11-13 ... I have learned 

to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, and 

I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 

and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in 

want. 13 I can do all this through him who gives me strength. 

Nahum and Habakkuk bring a message of truth, inquisitive faith in God, and 

ultimately faith that rises above the circumstances expressing confidence in the Lord. 

Will your faith rise above full understanding, and trust God?  

Yet I will celebrate in the LORD, I will rejoice in the God of my 

salvation. (CSB) 


