
Minor Prophets: Past, Present & Future 

Micah: Prophet of Hope 

Key Verse: 6:8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the Lord require 

of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God. 

Micah means “who is like the Lord.” He was prophet of keen discernment of what God was 

doing in the times in which he lived. From the town of Moresheth 25 miles SW of Jerusalem, 

Micah prophesied in the late 8th century BC. He was a contemporary of Isaiah in Judah and 

Hosea in Israel. He prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. His 

message was to both Samaria, capital of Israel and Jerusalem, capital of Judah. (1:1) 

Micah consists of three messages calling for the abandonment of idolatry and a return to the 

Lord. Once again, we hear that faith in the wrong gods, led to wrong behavior or 

mistreatment of others. Justice towards people, mercy in action and humbleness under the 

Lord are central to his sermons. The bad habits are personal, relational and religious.  

As Israel moved from being rural to urban, wealthy landgrabs were taking place. In defiance 

of the Mosaic law for  property markers to not to be moved and all land to be restored to 

families in the year of the Jubilee, investors bought up land and mistreated the poor farmers 

(2:2). There is a land grab by wealthy investors in the USA today, hedging their money 

against financial decline in the stock market with the certainty of land prices. They profit, 

use the tax breaks for their own advantage, and the farmers who lease the land and do all 

the work take a cut.  

Micah becomes a champion of the oppressed, rebuking the robber barons (6:10-12). His 

influence went beyond real estate deals. Jer. 26:18 and 2 Kings 18-20 tells us that Micah 

encouraged a great reformation in Judah under King Hezekiah.  

Message 1: Judgment of Israel for Idolatry 1:2-2:13 

1:2 All nations, all people listen. The same standard for all nations as for Judah. 

1:6-7 Religious syncretism isn’t acceptable, to worship God and also other gods (5:12-15.) 

2:1 They sin because they can! Cf. 1 Cor. 6:12 Everything is permissible for me – but not 

everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible for me - but I will not be mastered by 

anything.  

2:2-5 What they plan for others they will bring upon themselves. Those who ruin will be 

ruined by others. 

2:6-11 False prophets tell Micah not to prophesy because God would never do what Micah 

said. The false prophets in denial of the truth spoke only a “prosperity & beer” :11, message. 

Cf. 3:5-7 False prophets will fail, instead of bringing the light of truth, they will lose all “light”. 

A dark day is coming. A message similar to the famine of the Word in Amos 8:11. 

2:12-13 A message of hope for the survivors of the coming judgment. God holds 

accountable, and He also restores. His kingdom will reign “..the Lord at their head.”  

Message 2: The Future for the Unfaithful 3:1-5:15 

3:1 “should you not know justice?” 



3:2-3 “you who hate good and love evil”  Their acts are like the barbaric Assyrians. 

3:4 They violated God’s law and grieved God’s heart and He will not hear their prayers. Cf. 

parallel in Is. 1:15-17, 23, but how it could be different; Is. 1:18 Where’s the reasoning? 

3:5-12 A day of darkness and judgment is coming. Idolatry, cruelty, injustice, greedy judges, 

and lying prophets.  

3:8 Weak false prophets vs. a real prophet in Micah, strong in the Spirit of the Lord and a 

message to hear and heed.  

4:1-13 Hope - A message of restoration of Jerusalem. Cf. Parallel in Is. 2:2-4 God’s 

spokesmen were in sync with one another. Cf. the message to the persecuted church found 

in Revelation 21:2, 10f with the description of the new Jerusalem, a description of heaven.  

5:1-15 The promised Messiah. :2 Place of birth, Bethlehem. :4 A strong shepherd. 5: A 

prince of peace, CF. Is 9:6-7. :6-15 A remnant only will be left due to idolatry, :13-14. 

Horses, chariots and gods made of wood or metal will not save them – 2:3 no escape. 

What good news it was for the shepherds outside of Bethlehem to hear from the angel Luke 

2:11 “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.” 

Message 3: A Courtroom Case Calls for Confession 6:1-7:20 

6:1-8 God’s case history against them. He showed you, told you, prophesied to you and you 

didn’t listen. 6:8 Summation of case.  

6:9-16 Guilt and punishment :16 Israel was to be light to the nations, Is. 49:6, but will be 

scorned by the nations due to their own actions. Tried to be like them and mocked for it. 

The verdict 7:2 The faithful man has perished from the earth, and there is no one upright 

among men. They all lie in wait for blood; Every man hunts his own brother with a net. (Cf. 

Gen. 6:5; Romans 3:10 As it is written, there is no one righteous, no, not one.) 

7:4 Our actions are like briers and thorns. Connect to John 19:2 

7:5-6 Friends & family can’t be trusted. Mk. 13:12  

7:14 God will be their Shepherd 

7:15-17 The Wonders God will do in the future will be greater than those of the past. The 

nations will fear the Lord.  

7:18-20 Who pardons like God? Forgiveness of Sin “thrown into the depths of the sea” Cf. 

Is 38:17 put behind his back; 43:25 “remember sins no more.” Takes our sins upon himself, 

2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who had no sin to become sin for us, that we might become 

the righteousness of God. He took our place. 

Ends with a message of hope! 

7:7, 18b-19 But, as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for God my Savior; my God 

will hear me. :18b-19 You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will 

again have compassion on us.  

A people of justice, mercy and humility before God and to neighbors, have hope eternal!  


