
Barrier Breaking Faith: #5 

A Price willingly Paid 

Acts 7 

Heroes come in all forms, sometimes they are people of great physical strength and 

sometimes they perform amazing feats. At other times they are ordinary people who 

are extraordinary because they walk sure and certain in the Spirit. Proverbs 28:1 The 

wicked flee when no one is pursuing them, but the righteous are as bold as a lion. 

Stephen was a righteous man who was bold as a lion. 

The description of Stephen in Acts 6:3,8,10,15 3 ..select from among you seven men 

of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, who we can appoint to this duty.8 

Now, Stephen full of grace and power was performing great wonders and signs among 

the people. 9 Opposition arose... 10 But they were unable to stand up against his 

wisdom and the Spirit by whom he was speaking. 15...The Sanhedrin looked intently 

at him and saw that his face was like the face of an angel.  

In spite of Gamaliel’s words of Acts 5:38-39 the opposition just would not leave the 

believers alone. So, in the present case, I tell you, stay away from these men and 

leave them alone. For if this plan or this work is of human origin, it will fail; 39 but if 

it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even be found fighting 

against God.” They were persuaded by him. For the moment. 

They went from opposing the apostles to others, thinking they might score an easy 

victory. They did not know with whom they were messing. Gamaliel got it right. They 

would find themselves fighting against God.  

What keeps people going even when they know that it will cost their life? It is the 

assurance of the resurrection. Luke 12:1-12  4“I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid 

of those who kill the body and after that can do no more. 

1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for 

us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 

Luke 9:23 Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 

themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. 

John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

Words from Songs can give increase faith giving strength: 

Song from Unspoken: Bury the Workman - God is not persuaded by the arrogance 

of man. They can bury the workman but the work will go on. And you can silence the 

voices, but you can’t stop the song. When the Spirit is moving, His will will be done...  

Blessed Assurance  

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine O what a foretaste of glory divine 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood 
 

This is my story, this is my song Praising my Savior all the day long 



This is my story, this is my song Praising my Savior all the day long 

 

Perfect submission, all is at rest I in my Savior am happy and blessed 

Watching and waiting, looking above Filled with His goodness, lost in His love 
 

This is my story, this is my song Praising my Savior all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song Praising my Savior all the day long 
 

Standing on the Promises 

Standing on the promises of Christ my King, Through eternal ages let His praises 

ring, Glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, Standing on the promises of God. 
 

Standing, standing, Standing on the promises of God my Savior; Standing, 

standing, I'm standing on the promises of God. 
 

Standing on the promises that cannot fail, When the howling storms of doubt and 

fear assail, By the living Word of God I shall prevail, Standing on the promises of 
God. 
 

Standing on the promises I now can see Perfect, present cleansing in the blood for 
me; Standing in the liberty where Christ makes free, Standing on the promises of 

God. 
 

Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, Bound to Him eternally by love's  
strong cord, Overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword, Standing on the promises of 

God. 
 

Standing on the promises I cannot fall, Listening every moment to the Spirit's call 

Resting in my Savior as my all in all, Standing on the promises of God. 
 

 A Mighty Fortress is Our God 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; Our helper He, amid the flood 

of mortal ills prevailing: For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe; 

His craft and pow’r are great, and, armed with cruel hate, On earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, Were not the right 

Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing: Dost ask who that may be? Christ 
Jesus, it is He; Lord Sabaoth, His Name, from age to age the same, And He must 

win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, We will not 

fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us; The Prince of Darkness 
grim, we tremble not for him; His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure, 

One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly pow’rs, no thanks to them, abideth; The Spirit and the 

gifts are ours through Him Who with us sideth; Let goods and kindred go, this 
mortal life also; The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, His kingdom is 

forever. 
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The Solid Rock 

My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus blood and righteousness 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame But wholly lean on Jesus name 
 

On Christ the solid rock I stand All other ground is sinking sand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
 

When darkness seems to hide His face I rest on His unchanging grace 
In every high and stormy gale My anchor holds within the veil 
 

His oath, His covenant, His blood Support me in the whelming flood 

When all around my soul gives way He then is all my hope and stay 
 

When He shall come with trumpet sound O may I then in Him be found 

Dressed in His righteousness alone Faultless to stand before the throne 
 

On Christ the solid rock I stand All other ground is sinking sand 

All other ground is sinking sand 
 

He Lives 

I serve a risen Savior; He's in the world today. I know that He is living, whatever 

men may say. I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer, And just the time 
I need Him He's always near. 
 

He lives! He lives! Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me 

along life's narrow way. He lives! He lives! Salvation to impart! 

You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart. In all the world around 
me I see His loving care, And though my heart grows weary I never will despair. I 

know that He is leading, thro' all the stormy blast; The day of His appearing will 
come at last. 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian! Lift up your voice and sing Eternal hallelujahs to Jesus 
Christ, the King! The Hope of all who seek Him, the Help of all who find, None other 

is so loving, so good and kind. 
 

With confidence and assurance – “whatever it takes!” – Stephen gave witness to the 

Sanhedrin with a message rooted in history. They rejected his truthful accusation. 
They never gave him a chance to offer a call to repentance. But, like Jesus on the 

cross, he asked forgiveness for those who would take his life.  

7:55-56 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven 

open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

7:59-60 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep. 
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