
Amos: Prophet of Justice & Righteousness 

Minor Prophets: Past, Present, Future 

Key Verse: 5:24 But let justice flow like water, and righteousness like an unfailing stream. 

Amos was a voice outside of the religious and political establishment. Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

and Ezekiel were from within, yet were very powerful prophetic voices. Amos was a farmer 

who raised sheep and had a grove of sycamore fig trees in Tekoa, about eleven miles 

north of Jerusalem. He was called to proclaim the Word of the Lord in a time of prosperity 

and national but not genuine religious faith. If a person outside the religious establishment 

began speaking prophetically, would we listen? From and for the culture.  

Amos time was much like our time of peace, prosperity and material wealth. Looks can be 

deceiving and not all was well. Making money and having luxury was more important than 

worshipping God and living by his laws.  

As Amos called the kingdoms under Uzzia in Judah, and Jeroboam II in in Israel, to 

authentic faith, we are still learning the difference between “American Cultural 

Christianity” and “Authentic Christianity”. American Cultural Christianity makes the USA 

the promised land of the people of God and a light to the world, and everything patriotic 

is at the same as being godly and righteous. Authentic Christianity acknowledges that not 

everything the looks “Christian” is indeed real faith.  

Prophetic voices of God are needed today to deal with the life issues of ethics, morals, 

pluralism, climate change, politics, justice, viruses, immigration, human trafficking, 

socialism revolution, family disruptions and fights over religious liberty and faith. We do 

not need a woke society that gives approval to relative, self-defined truth and “gives 

approval of my sins” without being judgmental or evil toward me. We need a culture 

awakened to the Word of God. At a time when our culture wars end up being attempts to 

cancel each other out, the world needs to hear the absolute truth about God and the call 

to seek God.  

All the issues their society faced and we face today can be seen within the perspective of 

justice and righteousness. Righteousness and justice are either defined by moral absolutes 

based on absolute truth that come from the unchanging Lord God, or it is based upon self-

definitions that depend on relative circumstances and perspectives from people who are 

always changing according to their circumstances. This is why culture wars take on a 

religious tone and are often fought between believers and the rest of the world. Culture 

wars cancel one another. Faith leads us to love one another. Oh that many would return 

to faith. 

Outline by Warren Wiersbe 

1. Look Around and See God’s Judgment: Eight Nations Judged (1:1-2:16) 

   Focus Verses:   Six nations, Judah and Israel are warned 

1:2 “The Lord roars from Zion”    

1:3, 6, etc. “The Lord says: I will not relent from punishing ___ for three crimes, even  

four, because...” 

2:13 “Look, I am about to crush you in your place as a wagon crushes when full of grain 



2. Look Within and See the Corruption (3:1-6:14) 

Focus Verses: Three sermons to Israel 

3:3-6 Seven questions that confirm the certainty of judgment. 

3:7 Indeed, the Lord God does nothing without revealing His counsel to His servants the 

prophets. Cf. 2 Peter 1:20-21 

3:8 A lion has roared; who will not fear? 

3:10 The people are incapable of doing right -  Cf. Gen. 6:5; 8:21 

3:12 the Lord says: As the shepherd snatches two legs or a piece of an ear from the lion’s 

mouth, so the Israelites who live in Samaria will be rescued with only a corner of a bed or 

the cushion of a couch.  Only a remnant will survive. 

4:1 Hear this you “cows” who are on the hill of Samaria, women who oppress the poor, 

and crush the needy, who say to their husbands, “Bring us something to drink. Was this 

their version of the “Real housewives of Israel”? cf. 6:1 

4:2 Look the days are coming when you will be taken away with hooks every last one of 

you, with fishhooks.  4:8,10,11 ..yet you did not return to me  4:12 O Israel, prepare to 

meet your God. 

4:13 He is here: the One who forms the mountains, creates the wind, and reveals the 

thoughts to man, the who makes the dawn out of darkness, and strides on the heights of 

the earth. The Lord God of hosts is his name. 

5:1 Listen to this message... :4 seek me and live!... :6 seek the Lord and live...14 Hate 

evil, love good cf. v 21 

5:7 You who turn justice into wormwood also throw righteousness to the ground ...:11 

tread down the poor...12 oppress the righteous, take a bribe, and deprive the poor of 

justice...13 the days are evil 

5:18 For what good is the day of the Lord to you? ...19 It will like a man who flees from 

a lion only to have a bear confront him, He goes home and rests his hand against the wall 

only to have a snake bit 

5:21-23 I hate, I despise your feasts!.. sacred assemblies.. offerings.. songs.. instruments 

*Cf. Psalm 51:16-17 Fake faith is abhorrent to God. Eph, 5:19; Heb. 10:25 

5:24 But let justice flow down like water, and righteousness like a never-failing stream. 

Cf. John 4:13, 7:38; Rev. 22:1 

6:1 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion and to those who feel secure on the hill of 

Samaria ..4 they lie on beds of ivory ..5 they improvise songs ..6 they drink wine ..7 

therefore, they will go into exile.. They take credit for their own prosperity and victories. 

Cf. Jdg. 7:2 Gideon and the 300 

3. Look Ahead and See the End Coming (7:1-9:15) 

Focus verses: Five Visions of Judgment + One Final Vision of Glory 



Three Visions – 7:1 Locusts, 7:4 Fire & 7:7 Plumb line (cf. Is. 28:16-17a Righteousness 

provides the plumb for the cornerstone.)  

7:2 Amos Prays for forgiveness for Judah ..5 “Lord, God, please stop! 

7:3 & 6 The Lord relented. Amos acts like Moses did for the Israelites Ex. 32:11-14 the 

prophet became a priest, as did Jesus on the cross. Father forgive them for they do not 

know what they are doing. Lk. 23:34 Jesus gave his life to provide forgiveness that we 

could not earn as a gift. 

7:12 Rejection of Amos as a prophet. They did not want the peace disturbed by the 

truth.  

7:14 I was no prophet ...15 and the Lord said to me, ‘Go. prophesy to my people Israel.’ 

God found a shepherd and steward of the land and qualified him, and he will you too.  

7:16 Now, hear the word of the Lord:  

God asks for faithfulness to call people to obedience through repentance, including 

warning what disobedience’s consequences.  

8:5-6 Not listening to the Lord and responding by continuing to sin – no equity – no 

justice - leads to the losing of the voice of the Lord.  

8:11 Look, the days are coming – this is the declaration of the Lord God – when I will 

send a famine through the land: not a famine of bread or a thirst for water, but of 

hearing the words of the Lord. 

Last vision of warning is a picture of the destruction of the temple. 

9:2-4 “The Look” from God cf. Psalm 139:7-12 

If they dig down to Sheol, from there my hand will take them; if they climb up to heaven, 

from there I will bring them down. 3 If they hide on the top of Carmel, from there I will 

track them down and seize them; if they conceal themselves from my sight on the sea 

floor, from there I will command the sea serpent to bite them. 4 And if they are driven by 

their enemies into captivity, from there I will command the sword to kill them. I will keep 

my eye on them for harm and not for good. 
 

9:10 Defiant and in denial to the end. All the sinners among my people who say, “Disaster 

will never overtake or confront us,” will die by the sword. 

9:11 On that day.. a new day is coming because of the mercy and grace of the Lord for a 

remnant who will return to Him. Even people’s worst disobedience will not keep the plan 

of salvation for the world to be defeated.  

How are we to respond? What is the Lord saying to us? Cf. 2 Peter 3:9-14 

What kind of day of the Lord is coming? Faithfulness to live righteously and justly in Jesus 

name gives witness to our Savior and gives promise not of judgment but reward. 


