
# 14 Barrier Breaking Faith: “The Lord’s Will Be Done.” 

Acts 20:1-21:14 

In these chapters we find Paul continuing his ministry of encouragement to the churches 

“on my way to Jerusalem,” “compelled by the Spirit,” and committed to “finish my course”. 

The Holy Spirit is both leading Paul and warning him of trouble ahead personally and 

through friends. Paul remains absolutely committed to his commissioning. There is no 

turning back, no stopping, no quitting, but only continuing on to the finish.  

Jesus knew from early on that His life would end on the cross, giving His life as the “Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world”. Jesus knew His future and gave His life in 

sacrifice willingly. John 10:11,17-18; 15:13 

Paul also knew his future, both in the days immediately before him, and his eternal future 

in heaven. The Lord told Ananias that He would warn Paul that he would suffer for the 

gospel, Acts 9:15-16. Would these new warnings from the Spirit and friends stop him? 

Would he remain compelled and committed to obedience regardless of the pain and 

suffering that may come his way and endure, 2 Corinthians 11:16-29.  

Even though the relationships tore at his heart causing tears, Acts 20:37, Paul endured 

faithfully! He put His mission first – Romans 1:16: Philippians 1:20; 2 Timothy 1:8-12. He 

preached the cross - 1 Corinthians 1:23-25; was assured of the resurrection - 2 Cor. 4:14; 

died to self - Galatians 2:20; continued toward his goal - Philippians 3:7; kept preaching 

and writing while in prison awaiting trial - Acts 28:30-31;  and finished His race - 2 Timothy 

4:6-8.  

We are called to be faithful to the end, to run our race Hebrews 12:1-2; that we are to 

stand on His precious promises that give us all we need to stay faithful and fruitful 2 Peter 

1:3-8; that we will inherit an unshakeable kingdom Hebrews 13:28; and for all who endure 

suffering, the crown of life James 1:12. 

Jesus taught His disciples that there would be suffering. John 15:18-20; 16:1-4 They were 

also told that a true disciple serves to the end, Matthew 24:13. Would they remain faithful? 

They did? Will we crumble at the first sign of trouble or remain faithful to God’s calling? 

Ending transitions - Moses and Joshua, Deuteronomy 31:1-8; Elijah and Elisha 2 Kings 

2:1-12; Jesus and His Disciples, John 16:16-33; Paul and the Ephesian church Acts 20:17-

38; Paul and Timothy, 2 Timothy 4:1-8 

The conclusion was that it was not about Paul. It was also not about their feelings or 

sparing him from future troubles. He already knew the dangers and the outcome. Finally, 

after warnings, pleading, persuasion and dramatic prophetic action, they yielded. They 

would not hold him up or stand in his way. They said, “The Lord’s will be done”, Acts 

21:14. 

Where do you find yourself when it comes to doing the will of God? John 6:38; Romans 

12:1-2; 1 Peter 4:1-2 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also 

with the same attitude, because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, 

they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will 

of God. 


