
Minor Prophets: Past, Present & Future 

Zechariah: Prophet of Encouragement 

Part Two Ch. 9-14 God’s Redemption through the Messiah 

A. The Coming and Rejection of the Messiah Ch. 9-11   Prophecy is 

prewritten history telling of the coming of Alexander the Great, who is identified 

in  Daniel 7 & 8 as a winged leopard (7:6) and a fighting he goat (7:9-10). 

Zechariah speaks of a coming king 9:9-10 who rides confidently on a donkey 

to bring peace and save his people from the waterless pit (:11). They who were 

prisoners of hope (:12) will know the reality of hope fulfilled, salvation (:16) 

and restoration (Ch. 10: 6,8). Ch. 11 is prophetic drama as Zechariah acts out 

what will happen when the Romans come against Israel (:1-3). First he is a 

true shepherd (:4-12) and then a foolish and worthless shepherd, who is no 

shepherd at all  11:15-16.  

 B. The Return and Reign of the Messiah Ch. 12-14 

A new day of deliverance for Judah is coming. 12:1:8 It shall come from the 

one whom they pierced 12:10.  

“In that day”... 12: 3,4,6,8,9,11; 13:1,2,4 the battle will be fought and won 

and a people will call on the name of the Lord.  

The Shepherd Savior will be stricken. Jesus quoted 13:7 as he was arrested in 

the Garden of Gethsemane.  

The refiner image of 13:9 continues the call of 13:1 for cleansing from sin in a 

fountain. Is. 1:16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; put away the evil 

of your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil.” Jer. 4:14 “O Jerusalem, 

wash your heart from wickedness that you may be saved.” But they didn’t obey.  

14:1 The Day of the Lord is coming. A battle will ensue 14:3-4, like in Rev. 19-

20, and the nations will be defeated and the LORD who looked over the earth 

in 1:10 shall reign over all the earth 14:9. See the promises of a new day 

14:16-17,20-21, a day of Holiness and victory when all the nations will worship 

the Lord.  

A message of encouragement speaks truth, calls for repentance and speaks of  

how God will redeem. 

Malachi: Prophet of Rebuke 

The last of the writing prophets before the famine of the Word of the Lord would come 

about as predicted in Amos 8:11 “Behold the days are coming,” says the Lord God, 

“that I will send a famine on the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, 

But of hearing the words of the Lord.”  

Malachi began his ministry after the temple was finished under Ezra and the wall of 

Jerusalem rebuilt under Nehemiah. Nehemiah returned to Susa (Neh. 13:6-7) for a 

while and when he returned and found the people needed reform.  



The prophet Malachi brought a message to a people who were under a defiled 

priesthood (1:6ff), intermarried with pagans (2:11), oppression of the poor (3:5),  

the temple was in disrepair (3:8-10), crops were failing (3:11), and there was a 

general disdain for God and religion (3:13ff). Deuteronomy 6-8 and its promise of 

blessings and curses in the background (especially Dt. 7:6-11). The rebuke was to 

rekindle the fire of faith leading to faithfulness of the people of God. 

Malachi used a conversational technique to engage the people, to demonstrate how 

they stood antithetically against god in 1:2 “I have loved you,” says the Lord. Yet you 

say, “In what way have you loved us?”   

The use of the questions become a rebuke as seen in 1:6-11.  

First offense:  Polluted offerings 1:6-11, failed priesthood. 2:7-9, profane God 2:12 

Result is a curse sent against them, 2:1-2 and God’s rebuke 2:3, for they profane 

the covenant by the way they treat each other 2:10 and the law 2:11. They divorced 

their wives and married pagan wives (Dt. 7:3). An important verse on marriage 2:14. 

A strong word in 2:16.  

Second offense: Broken marriages for selfish reasons. Marriage can be broken by the 

death of a partner Rom. 7:1-3, sexual sin Mt. 19:9, and desertion 1 Cor. 7:12-16. 

But God hates divorce for what it does to a family and your witness. God can redeem 

all situations, but divorce is never a first option nor to be taken lightly for it is a 

covenant established by oath before God.  

They have “wearied” the Lord by turning justice upside down - 1:13, 2:17. 

A messenger will come for correction, to refine them 3:2-3 as in Zech. 13:9.  

Third offense: 3:8-10 Robbing God of tithes that brings curses.  

Yet, instead of repentance they argued with God. 3:13-15. 

But there was a remnant of the faithful whom God would remember 3:16-18 

The Day of the Lord will be like two days in one: 

 4:1 Judgement for the wicked 

 4:2 Blessing for the righteous 

Future Promise: One is coming as Elijah to prepare them for that judgment day.     

4:5-6 Blessing or curse? God holds accountable. 

 

12 Prophets have given voice to the Word of the Lord to call God’s people to turn 

from sin and return to the blessing of God.  

 


