
10. Acts: Barrier Breaking Faith 

Success, Backlash, Conflict, Unity 

Acts 15 

What happens when you are “too successful”? Too many show up and there is not 

enough food for everybody, or you sell out of the advertised sale items. In this case, 

too many non-Jews have accepted Christ as their Savior and it has changed the 

culture of the church. Issues of election, ethics, racism, and practice, arose.  

A real fear of people in churches has been too many new people who are not loyal to 

the traditions or beliefs of the church joining and being able to take over. In one 

church, fear of growing mission congregations outnumbering the dwindling mother 

church and being able to outvote them on matters in business meeting, led to a 

closing down of the mission to protect themselves. What culture will prevail?  

Do we really believe that the gospel is for all nations? Cultural clashes have been 

going on for a long time, still today in culture wars, including struggles over racism, 

socialism, and right treatment of everyone. We have already seen this in Acts with 

Peter and his dream and visit to Cornelius house. God shows no favoritism, Peter 

said.  Also, in the exponential growth of the church in Antioch, where believing 

Gentiles were filled with the Holy Spirit, and first called Christians. 

It is not faith in God that is the issue, but what should a new life in Christ look like? 

What does a poster child of Christianity look and act like? What is acceptable and 

what is not in daily behavior, words we speak, treatment of people, attitudes, 

character traits, foods we eat, beverages we drink, obedience of the government, 

sexual morals, responsibility, ethics, and values. All of these and more are subject 

matters addressed in the Scriptures, from the account of creation to the teaching of 

Jesus and the epistles of the NT. In the Sermon on the Mount in Mt 5-7, and the 

practical application sections of Peter, Paul and John’s epistles, we find scriptures 

speaking of  no longer living in sin and now living worthy of Christ. It goes down to 

the details of clothes, food, haircuts, food, treasures, taxes, and leader qualifications.  

Living like Christ in a pagan world is still an issue for the church today. Today we are 

told that we live in a post-modern and post-Christian world where truth is considered 

not absolute but relative. What does righteousness look like in 2021? 

Disagreement over these issues affects the evangelistic mission of the church. The 

unity of the church and commitment to the inerrant truth of God’s Word, personal 

evangelism and the mission of the church, hinges on whether there is agreement and 

unity among us. This is still true for today’s church as we minister in a pagan nation 

where Christians are in the minority. How we address racism and clean up our 

churches of sexual abuse will affect how people hear and receive the gospel. 

Evangelism and mission is dependent on whether we live in righteousness 

(character), holiness (separate to God) and godliness (ethical behavior). The 

credibility of the gospel is at stake as we address social and relational issues correctly 

and yet not hinder the mission of the church. We must be less concerned about 

“draining the swamp” than we are about filling the tub and baptizing new believers. 



Chapter 15 - Will there be a compromise based on truth that does not hinder the 

church from going forward on mission? Instead of building walls the council in 

Jerusalem built bridges to unity. Will issues outweigh the gospel? 

(:1) An Issue - The issue is identified as circumcision, but the real issue is whether 

a person is saved by grace or saved by keeping of the law. Did a person have to 

become a Jew first and come under the law, or are we saved by grace?  

(:2) Conflict in Antioch – “serious argument and debate” They sought a higher 

opinion to settle.  

(:3-5) Joy Wins - Concern over circumcision and salvation does not overcome the 

joy of many Gentiles being saved. Joy lasts, but the problem remains unsolved. Sent 

by the church to get the apostles in Jerusalem to weigh in on the issue. They are 

welcomed but have been shadowed by their opponents.  

(:6-21) The Council & Consensus – Apostles and Elders are involved. Leaders lead 

in resolving the issue. When Peter spoke, he did not say, “I think”, but appealed to 

God’s salvation of the Gentiles and sealing of the Holy Spirit. We all stand equally 

dead in sin at the foot of the cross and turn and believe in Christ for eternal life.  

Physical circumcision was a burden to the Jews. Paul redefines circumcision.  

(:11) Peter “We believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus in the 

same way they are.” 

Romans 2:28-29   A person is not a Jew who is one only outwardly, nor is circumcision 

merely outward and physical. 29 No, a person is a Jew who is one inwardly; and 

circumcision is circumcision of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the written code. Such 

a person’s praise is not from other people, but from God. 

Galatians 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any 

value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

 (:12) Signs and wonders confirmed the work of God. Acts 2:22 “Fellow Israelites, 

listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through him, as you 

yourselves know. Jesus and his work of grace are both confirmed by wonders and 

signs. 

(:19) We should not make it hard for people to come to God. BUILD BRIDGES!  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Christ is the bridge that spans the gap between sinners and God. 

(:20-21)  Food that had been sacrificed to idols or had blood in it, and sexual 

immorality were the only ethical requirements. Romans 13: 13; 14:19-21; 15:5-6  

(:22-35) A Letter sent w/ Peace and Encouragement the Goal 

(:36-41) Missionaries Disagree Galatians 2:11-14 clues us in about the personal 

division. It was not just about John Mark (Col. 4:10). Barnabas leaves. There is a 

quick recovery by the church. Paul & Silas are commended & the mission goes on.  


