
Minor Prophets: Past, Present & Future 

Major Prophets  

Isaiah 760-673 bc 

Jeremiah 650-582 bc 

Ezekiel 620-570 bc 

Daniel 620-540 bc 

 

Minor Prophets 

Hosea 1-14 758-725 bc 

Joel 1-3 450 bc   Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Micah 800-722 bc  

Amos 1-9 765-754 bc 

Obadiah 1 590 bc 

Jonah 1-4 781 bc 

Micah 1-7 738-698 bc 

Nahum 1-3 658-615 bc Obadiah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 

Zechariah, 722-522 bc 

Habakkuk 1-3 609-598 bc  

Zephaniah 1-3 640-626 bc 

Haggai 1-2 520 bc 

Zechariah 1-14 522-509 bc 

Malachi 1-4 465 bc  Malachi, Joel , 522-431 bc 

 

Historical Dates 

Israel conquered by Assyrians 722 bc 

Assyrians conquered by Babylon 612 bc 

Judah conquered by Babylonians 586 bc 

Babylonians conquered by Persia 539 bc 

Jerusalem conquered by Greece 332 bc 

Jerusalem conquered by Rome 63 bc 

Outline of Hosea (WW) 

1. Israel’s Unfaithfulness Described (1:1-3:5) 

2. Israel’s Sin Denounced (4:1-7:16) 

3. Israel’s Judgement Determined (8:1-10:15) 

4. Israel’s Restoration Declared (11:1-14:9) 



Hosea: Prophet of Forgiveness 

Devotion to the Lord is like faithfulness in marriage. Idolatry is like adultery. 

Prophets were often asked to act out their sermons. Isaiah walked around naked as a 

prisoner of war. Jeremiah carried a yoke on his shoulders. Ezekiel built a model of 

Jerusalem and “played war” showing a siege to come. Hosea, who served the Northern 

Kingdom, or Israel, at the same time Isaiah served the southern Kingdom of Judah, was 

asked to marry a prostitute named Gomer, who bore three children. He didn’t even know 

if the last two were his. After Gomer left him and ended up in slavery he had to ransom 

her to set her free. Hosea is the story of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God played out as a 

marriage gone wrong. Israel was as harlots, immoral and unfaithful, 9:1. 

The prophecy is filled with the negative examples of a people who did not act as God’s 

people 1:8 and who forgot the Lord 2:13 and are destroyed for lack of knowledge of the 

Lord 4:6. Stubborn and rebellious, 4:16, 18, 11:7 and without repentance, God and His 

favor is not found 5:6. Blessings are lost. Sowing the wind reaps the whirlwind 8:7. 

God “will” act in justice 2:14-23 and He will show kindness to Israel, 2:19-20.  

The call to repentance in chapter six calls to return to know the Lord 6:3, to not simply be 

religious, seeking God their own way, but faithful as a godly people 6:4-6.  

Without repentance there will be punishment and the loss of blessing. 10:11 God comes 

back time and again. Each time is an opportunity for repentance, but they do not learn 

and are told that as a result their future includes captivity, which happened in 722 bc 

when Israel. 

In Hosea we learn much about the mercy of God and the grace He gives, 11:9. We learn 

that He is still the only one who can save them, 13:6-9. They pursued alliances with other 

nations instead of responding to God’s pleas through Hosea.  

Pictures of hope are sprinkled throughout the messages such as in 13:14, God who 

ransoms. He is the God of mercy who saves, who does so in spite of all they have done, 

because he loves them 14:4.  

The message ends with a call to return to the Lord (22x) in 14:1, to be transformed, by 

knowing God or they can continue to transgress and stumble in unfaithfulness 14:7-9.  

Application for today: 

How is God’s mercy like a series of storms that keep on coming? Will we turn to the Lord 

or will we continue to go it on our own? We have learned recently that our dwellings will 

not stand up to storms, our best efforts can’t stop wildfires, our military might can’t 

transform a nation who does not want to change, and our science is imperfect to save 

lives in a pandemic.  

God alone is our Savior. Jesus is our only hope! Do you know Him? Knowing Jesus is found 

in John 1:18; 7:28-29; 14:17, 17:3 - Now this is eternal life: that they know you, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. 


