
  

Reference:  Luke 13:31-35 ESV1 

31 At that very hour some Pharisees came and 
said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod 
wants to kill you.” 

32 And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, 
‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures 
today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish 
my course.  33 Nevertheless, I must go on my 
way today and tomorrow and the day 
following, for it cannot be that a prophet 
should perish away from Jerusalem.’ 

34 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are sent to it!  
How often would I have gathered your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you were not willing!  35 
Behold, your house is forsaken.  And I tell you, 
you will not see me until you say, ‘Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ” 

Message Summary: 

The Pharisees in this instance don’t really care 

for Jesus’ safety.  Their concern is for their 

nation, Israel.  Jesus is a threat to what they 

see as their destiny, so they try to deter him 

from going to Jerusalem.  They try to protect 

Jerusalem from what they see as something 

that would incite Rome to act forcefully against 

Israel. 

But Jesus is undeterred.  There’s sarcasm in 

his description of Herod as “that fox.”  Jesus’ 

mission is to go to Jerusalem.  He knows what 

will happen there.  He knows that all of this is 

appointed, that it is God’s plan. 

Jesus asserts his deity, his place in the 

Godhead, by saying, “How often I would have 

gathered your children…”  Only God sends 

true prophets to Israel, and to us. 

Jesus is bringing about a revolution in 

individual hearts.  Not nations or groups, but in 

individual hearts.  Do we try to deter him from 

that purpose?  Do we try to quiet him, to send 

him away?  Is the gospel call just too hard for 

us to accept? 

Questions for Reflection: 

• What did you take away from this message? 

• Have you ever seen wasted potential?  What are specific instances where you’ve seen great 

potential unrealized? 

• How might you be guilty of trying to deter Jesus from what he wants to do?  How have you tried to 

“send him away?” 

• What distractions get in the way of your mission to live out the gospel message? 

• Have we set aside the gospel for other things?  For our own comfort?  For national pride? Even for a 

particular church? 

• What can you do to apply the message in my life? 
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