
  

Reference:  Luke 12:54-59 ESV1 

54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a 

cloud rising in the west, you say at once, ‘A 

shower is coming.’   And so it happens.  55 And 

when you see the south wind blowing, you say, 

‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens.  
56 You hypocrites!  You know how to interpret 

the appearance of earth and sky, but why do 

you not know how to interpret the present 

time? 

 

57 “And why do you not judge for yourselves 

what is right?  58 As you go with your accuser 

before the magistrate, make an effort to settle 

with him on the way, lest he drag you to the 

judge, and the judge hand you over to the 

officer, and the officer put you in prison.  59 I tell 

you, you will never get out until you have paid 

the very last penny.” 

 

Message Summary: 

Over the past two or three chapters, Luke 

describes how Jesus has spoken to the 

Pharisees and to his own disciples.  Now we 

read see Jesus addressing “the crowd.” 

Who is this “crowd” to whom Jesus speaks? 

Why are they there? Probably one or more of 

these reasons: 

• they are curious (“What is this new 

teaching?”), 

• they want something (“He fed thousands 

from a few loaves and fish.”) 

• they enjoy seeing the Pharisees skewered 

(“But woe to you Pharisees!”), or 

• they expect him to rescue Israel and kick 

the Romans out. 

Jesus tells them that they, in fact know the 

truth, that they have all of the information they 

need to recognize him as God’s Messiah.  

They just don’t want to believe it.  They can’t 

read the signs. 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

• What are the “signs” about which Jesus speaks? 

• Jesus tells us that God has put us here for his own purposes.  What does that mean for you? 

• What distracts me from seeing and understanding the signs about Jesus? 

• What are the implications of saying that Jesus is the only way to peace, that he is the only hope? 

• What did I take away from this message? 

• What can I do to apply the message to my life? 
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