
  

Reference:  Luke 12:35-48 ESV1 

35 “Stay dressed for action and keep your 

lamps burning, 36 and be like men who are 

waiting for their master to come home from the 

wedding feast, so that they may open the door 

to him at once when he comes and knocks.  37 

Blessed are those servants whom the master 

finds awake when he comes.  Truly, I say to 

you, he will dress himself for service and have 

them recline at table, and he will come and 

serve them.  38 If he comes in the second 

watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, 

blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, 

that if the master of the house had known at 

what hour the thief was coming, he would not 

have left his house to be broken into.  40 You 

also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

41 Peter said, “Lord, are you telling this parable 

for us or for all?” 42 And the Lord said, “Who 

then is the faithful and wise manager, whom 

his master will set over his household, to give 

them their portion of food at the proper time?  
43 Blessed is that servant whom his master will 

find so doing when he comes.  44 Truly, I say to 

you, he will set him over all his possessions.  45 

But if that servant says to himself, ‘My master 

is delayed in coming,’ and begins to beat the 

male and female servants, and to eat and drink 

and get drunk, 46 the master of that servant will 

come on a day when he does not expect him 

and at an hour he does not know, and will cut 

him in pieces and put him with the unfaithful.  47 

And that servant who knew his master’s will 

but did not get ready or act according to his 

will, will receive a severe beating.  48 But the 

one who did not know, and did what deserved 

a beating, will receive a light beating.  

 
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Luke 12:35-48).  Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles 

Everyone to whom much was given, of him 

much will be required, and from him to whom 

they entrusted much, they will demand the 

more. 

 

Message Summary: 

Jesus tells another parable, this one with two 

primary subjects: the return of the master of 

the house, and a wedding feast (not the 

“Wedding Feast of the Lamb”).  He uses the 

subjects to address three important questions: 

• What should life look like now? 

• What will life look like in the future (when 

Christ returns)? 

• What is expected of church leaders (in this 

time)? 

What should life look like now?  Anticipation 

and preparedness.  Jesus is coming back!  

And his people need to be dressed and ready 

for action.  This means removing the things in 

our lives that get in the way.  Remember, 

“dressed for action” is not “dressed to 

impress.” 

What will life look like when Christ returns?  

Blessedness – our status as adopted children 

of the Father, and our situation in the eternal 

presence of Jesus. 

Notice what the master does when he returns.  

He serves his own!  Unbelievable.  The Master 

demonstrates his own humility (cf. Phil. 2:5-8) 

and love for those who are his. 

What is expected of church leaders?  They 

are to be faithful managers in the master’s 

house.  They are responsible for providing 
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good food (physical, emotional and spiritual).  

They are to care for and respect them.  A good 

leader knows that he does not own the house; 

he is the chief steward. 

A self-centered, pride-filled leader thinks he 

owns the house; he uses the master’s 

resources for his own desires. 

Leaders need to continually ask themselves 

the hard questions regarding motivation and 

submission to the master. 

 

 

 
Questions for Reflection: 

• What kingdom do I live for?  Do I demonstrate this in my life? 

• What does it mean to be a citizen of God’s kingdom?  What does it not mean? 

• How do I live biblically in a culture that tries to tear down God’s truth? 

• Do I daily anticipate Christ’s return?  

• What did I take away from this message? 

• What can I do to apply the message to my life? 

 


