
  

Reference:  Luke 12:13-21 ESV1 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell 

my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  14 

But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or 

arbitrator over you?”  15 And he said to them, 

“Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the 

abundance of his possessions.”  16 And he told 

them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man 

produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, 

‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my 

crops?’  18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear 

down my barns and build larger ones, and there I 

will store all my grain and my goods.  19 And I will 

say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample goods laid 

up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’  20 

But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 

required of you, and the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?’  21 So is the one who lays up 

treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”  

Message Summary: 

The man in this incident wants Jesus to do 

something for him.  He believes he can tell Jesus 

that he is right and Jesus will get him what he 

wants.  So, Jesus tells a story. 

The farmer in Jesus’ story believes that he has all 

he needs.  There is no thought of eternity or his 

position with God.  He is simply fulfilled in his own 

achievement.  He can sit back, relax and enjoy. 

The farmer’s affection and attentions are toward 

himself and his accomplishments.  That translates 

to his success, his wealth (new barns) and his time.  

Eternity was something he would consider later.   

God had no place in this man’s plan. 

If Jesus has my affection then he will have my 

attention.   A sure-fire way to assess that is to look 

at how I use my money and time, especially my 

excess. 

The key to this passage is not money, but the 

condition of the heart.  Planning for the future is 

not a sin.  Expanding a business is not bad.   

Abundance is not the issue—it’s reliance. 

If Jesus has captured my heart, he will continue to 

get my attention; if my reliance is on Him I will seek 

His will concerning my money and time. 

Discussion Questions: 

• How might someone misinterpret what Jesus teaches here? 

• Is Jesus not happy with someone doing well? 

• When I have extra money or time where does it go? 

• What did you take away from this message? 

• What is one thing you can do to apply the message to your own life? 
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