
  

Scripture Reference:  Luke 12:1-7 ESV1 

12 1 In the meantime, when so many thousands 

of the people had gathered together that they 
were trampling one another, he began to say to 
his disciples first, “Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 Nothing is 
covered up that will not be revealed, or hidden 
that will not be known. 3 Therefore whatever 
you have said in the dark shall be heard in the 
light, and what you have whispered in private 
rooms shall be proclaimed on the housetops.  
 

4 “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who 
kill the body, and after that have nothing more 
that they can do. 5 But I will warn you whom to 
fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has 
authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear 
him! 6 Are not five sparrows sold for two 
pennies? And not one of them is forgotten 
before God. 7 Why, even the hairs of your head 
are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more 
value than many sparrows. 

Message Summary: 

In the face of thousands coming to hear Jesus, he 

first turns to his own disciples to teach them an 

important lesson regarding hypocrisy.  The 

Pharisees sought the approval of man, especially 

from their fellow religious leaders.  They also 

believed that keeping the Law of Moses would 

bring about the coming of God’s Messiah and the 

redemption of Israel. 

Hypocrisy and pride are siblings.  It’s terribly easy 

to see hypocrisy in others.  The difficult thing is to 

see it in ourselves.  Our pride prevents us from 

recognizing our own failings and makes us point 

out those of others. 

Earlier Jesus charged the Pharisees with “washing 

the outside of the cup but not the inside.”  How do 

we “do battle” with the hypocrisy in our own lives? 

• By fearlessly confessing our own sinfulness, our 

depravity. 

• By fearlessly declaring God’s perfect 

sovereignty over our lives. 

• By fearlessly confessing the perfect sufficiency 

of Jesus for our redemption. 

 

Discussion Questions: 

• How do you think hypocrisy might work like leaven (yeast) (v. 1)? 

• What warnings does Jesus give (vv. 1-3) to his disciples? 

• How does Jesus encourage his disciples to fear and yet be fearless (vv. 4-7)? 

• What did you take away from this message?  What one thing can you apply to your own life? 
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