
  

 

 

 

Reference:  Luke 11:37-44 (ESV) 

37 While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee asked him 

to dine with him, so he went in and reclined at 

table. 38 The Pharisee was astonished to see that 

he did not first wash before dinner. 39 And the Lord 

said to him, “Now you Pharisees cleanse the 

outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you 

are full of greed and wickedness. 40 You fools! Did 

not he who made the outside make the inside 

also? 41 But give as alms those things that are 

within, and behold, everything is clean for you. 

 42 “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint 

and rue and every herb, and neglect justice and the 

love of God. These you ought to have done, 

without neglecting the others. 43 Woe to you 

Pharisees! For you love the best seat in the 

synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. 44 

Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and 

people walk over them without knowing it.” 

Summary: 

Pharisees were focused on the externals.  They 

believed that keeping the Law, both written and 

oral (the mishnah) was the way to God’s favor. was 

through works, obeying every law to the letter.  

But their hearts were far from God and their 

motivations were self-centered and full of pride.  

Jesus shows how this is like a divided house. 

1) Woeful giving – “you… neglect justice and the 

love of God.” 

2) Woeful pride – “you love the best seat in the 

synagogues and greetings in the 

marketplaces.” 

3) Woeful effect – “you are like unmarked graves, 

and people walk over them without knowing 

it.” 

God is focused on the internals, on the heart.  The 

Gospel is not a call do “come and do;” it is a call to 

“come and be.”  The difference is salvation based 

upon works (performance) versus salvation by 

grace. 

1) What is Gospel giving? 

2) What is Gospel humility? 

3) What is Gospel effect? 

My Notes: 
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