
  

 

Reference:  1 Peter 2:13-25 

Here are some key points from the passage: 

• These verses are admittedly hard to read.  

They challenge our understanding of how we 

relate to the world around us. 

• Four commands for exile-believers (v. 17) 

o Honor everyone 

o Love the household of faith 

o Fear (have awe and reverence for) God 

o Honor (respect, obey) those in authority 

unless they require us to disobey God 

• Human institutions (or “institutions ordained 

for people”) are under the sovereignty and 

control of God 

• Our submission to authorities and the way 

we exercise the freedom we have in Christ 

are visible to those who don’t believe… and 

reveal the content of our hearts. 

• A Christian’s life is guaranteed to include 

suffering.  

 

Message Notes: 

There seem to be two kinds of people: those 

who think rules are there to keep them safe, 

and those who thing rules are there to ruin 

their fun.  We all get a little subjective with our 

morality at times.  For example, driving in 

excess of the speed limit. 

We in the household of God don’t all see 

things the same way all of the time.  There are 

things that are matters of conscience, not 

specifically commanded in Scripture.  Believers 

will disagree at times and on various topics. 

Verses 13 & 14 command us to “be subject” to 

the government’s authority “for the Lord’s 

sake… for it is the will of God.”  The way we as 

exiles obey the laws of the land in which God 

has placed us shows others our obedience to 

God. 

As exiles whose allegiance is to Christ alone, 

we submit unless the government tells us not 

to obey God.  See Romans 13, Acts 4-5 and 

Daniel 3 for more on this. 

We have to recognize, though, the difference 

between the government permitting people to 

disobey God versus requiring people to 

disobey God.  We approach the first as matters 

of conscience; each person must seek and 

obey God’s direction in their lives.  However, 

we don’t turn those into commandments. 

Verse 16 speaks of our freedom in Christ.  As 

we saw in 1 Peter 2:11-12, we are tempted to 

do as we please because we are forgiven 

people.  Our freedom, our liberty, is not to be a 

“cover-up for evil.”  As the NLT has it, “For you 

are free, yet you are God’s slaves, so don’t use 

your freedom as an excuse to do evil.” 

Verses 18-20 are addressed no only to 

“servants” or “slaves,” but to anyone who is 

under authority.  Again, the way we live should 

show the way of Christ.  That includes 

enduring suffering even when it is unjust. 

Verses 21-25 show us how Jesus Christ is our 

example, how he endured suffering and 

rejection to the point of death.  There are 

battles every day, and even bigger ones 

coming.  Christ’s followers should expect to be 

criticized, ostracized, ridiculed, even 

discriminated against.  According to verse 21, 

“to this you have been called.”  A Christian’s 

life is guaranteed to include suffering. 

By his death on the cross, Jesus has 

separated us from sin.  So… 

• Remember obedience 

• Submit to authority 

• Bless, and don’t curse 
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Questions for Reflection: 

• When you were growing up, what authority figure was hard for you to respect? 

• How do you thing the first-century Christians, living in exile, faced with persecution every day felt 

when they heard Peter’s command to “be subject to every human institution?” 

• How do you feel about this command? 

• Read 1 Peter 2:13-14 from as many translations and paraphrases as you can.  What do you see 

as you read the various ways these verses are rendered into English? 

• Why are we told to obey the authorities? 

• What does it truly mean to say that God is sovereign, that he is in control of our lives? 

• Do you think God gives authority to humans who are in places of power?  If so, what does that 

mean to us as exiles in this world? 

• How do you differentiate between commandments and matters of conscience? 

• Can Christians disagree regarding commandments?   Regarding matters of conscience? 

• How are we to relate to fellow believers whose decisions on matters of conscience is not the 

same as ours? 
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